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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour Market 1n Marcu. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,351 returns, viz., 1,624 from employers, 584 
from trade unions, and 143 from other sources :— 

The improvement in the state of employment reported as 
having taken place in February has been well maintained 
during March, and there have been rises of wages affecting a 
large number of workpeople in the coal-mining, iron and steel, 
and cotton-spinning industries. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 494,394, 12,222 (or 2°5 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of March, compared with 2°6 per cent. 
a month before, and 3°1 per cent. in the 116 unions, with a 
membership of 466,701, from which returns were received for 
March, 1898, when the figures were still affected to some ex- 
tent by the late engineering dispute. 


Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.._Employ- 
ment continued good in March, the exceptionally high average 
of February being practically maintained. At colleries at which 
443,631 workpeople were employed, the average time worked 
in the four weeks ended 25th March was 5°62 days per week, as 
compared with 5°63 days in February and 5°29 days a year ago. 

Iron-mining—Employment continues practically unchanged. 
At mines and openworks at which 17,428 workpeople were 
employed, the average time worked per week was 5°89 days in 
the four weeks ended 25th March, as compared with 5°86 in 
February last. The average number of days worked per week 
in March, 1898, was also 5°89. 
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In the Pig-iron Industry the improvement in employment 
continues. Returns relating to the works of 113 ironmasters 
show that 377 furnaces were in blast at the end of March, or 4 
more than at the end of February, and 24 more than a year ago. 
The estimated number employed was 24,526, or 274 more than 
at the end of February and 920 more than at the end of March, 
1898. 

Iron and Steel Manuf acture—Employment remains practi- 
cally the same as in February, and continues considerably better 
than a year ago. At the 214 works from which returns were 
received, 79,831 persons were employed in the last week of 
March, 79,958 in the last week of February, and 76,618 in the 
last week of March, 1898, the average number of shifts worked 
in these three weeks being 5°57, 5°60, and 5°55 respectively. 

Tin-plate Trade—Employment in this industry has fallen 
off, but remains better than a year ago. The number of mills 
working at the end of March was 346, employing an estimated 
number of 17,541 workpeople, compared with 355 mills at work 
and 17,826 workpeople employed at the end of February, and 
338 mills with 17,271 workpeople at the end of March, 1898. 

Employment in the Engineering and Meta! trades has re- 
mained steady. The percentage of unemployed union members 
in this group of trades at the end of March was the same as in 
February, viz., 2°4. The percentage for March, 1898 was 4°1.* 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has also remained 
steady, the percentage of unemployed union members at the end 
of March being 3°0, compared with 2°8 in February and 6°4 in 
March, 1898.* 

Employment in the Building trades has continued good, 
though the plasterers have been affected by a dispute. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members among carpenters and 
plumbers at the end of March was 1°6, compared with 1° in 
February. The percentage for March, 1898, was also 1°6. 

Nearly all branches of the Furnishing trades have continued 
to improve, and employment is now brisk. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of March was 1°0, com- 
pared with 3°0 per cent. in February and 1'3 in March of last 

ear. 
: Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has con- 
| Ganed. good. The percentage of unemployed union members at 
the end of March was 3°3, compared with 3°5 in February and 
3°0 per cent. in March, 1898. 

Employment in the Paper trade has improved. The percent- 
age of unemployed union members at the end of March was 
2°6, compared with 3°2 in February and 3°7 per cent. in March, 
1898. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed was 10°9, 
compared with 11°3 in March, 1898. 

Employment in the Leather trades has remained steady, the 


* Employment affected to some extent by the prcvious engineering dispute. 
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percentage of nnompleent union members at the end of March 
being the same as in February, viz., 3°6. The percentage for 
March of last year was 4°8. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade has again shown 
improvement, and is good in most centres. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade 
has improved, and is fair. In the ready-made branch it is good 
generally. 

Employment is good in both the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. ’ 

Employment in the Woollen trade has, on the whole, im- 
proved, and is moderate. It has improved slightly in the 
Worsted trade in some centres, but is still quiet on the whole. 
In the Hosiery trade employment has again improved, and is 
fairly good. 

As regards the employment of women in the Teatile trades, 
information respecting 531 cotton, woollen, and worsted mills, 
employing about 92,000 women and girls, shows that 87 per 
cent. were in mills giving full employment during the month, 
compared with 82 per cent. in February and 74 per cent. in 
March, 1898. 


Trade Disputes.— Fifty-three fresh disputes occurred in 
March, 1899, involving 12,827 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes for February was 36, involving 5,348 work- 
people, and for March, 1898, 27 disputes, involving 2,888 work- 
people. 18 disputes took place in the building trades, 4 in 
mining and quarrying, 8 in the engineering and shipbuilding 
trades, 5 in other metal trades, 9 in the textile trades, 2 in 
clothing trades, 3 in furnishing and woodworking trades, and 4 
in other industries. Of the 45 new and old disputes, involving 
8,923 workpeople, of which the settlement is reported, 22, in- 
volving 4,339 persons, were settled wholly in favour of the 
workpeople ; 9, involving 1,303 persons wholly in favour of the 
employers; and 14, involving 3,281 persons, resulted in a com- 
promise, 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 331,200 workpeople were reported during March, of 
which number 329,850 received advances averaging 93d. per 
head, and 1,350 sustained decreases averaging 3d. per head. 
The net result was an increase estimated at about 94d. per head 
in the weekly wages of those affected. The increases were 
mainly in the mining industry (204,808), iron and steel manu- 
facture (43,025), and textile trades (75,164). Changes affecting 
about 1,200 workpeople were preceded by disputes causing 
stoppage of work; changes affecting about 167,000 workpeople 
were arranged under sliding scales, and the remaining changes, 
affecting about 163,000 workpeople, were arranged by direct 
negotiation between employers and workpeople, or conceded 
voluntarily by the employers. 
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OrrictaL INQUIRIES UNDER THE Exprosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Barking on the 28th 
February, and on the Ist, 2nd, and 4th March, into the circum- 
stances attending the explosion of a boiler at Messrs. Hewitt’s 
Wharf, Barking, on the 6th January last, whereby loss of life 
ensued. 

The boiler, one of the marine type, was made in 1878 for a 
steamship, and it was taken out of the vessel in 1890, and 
generally overhauled and repaired about two years afterwards, 
when it was tested by hydraulic pressure to 180 Ibs. per square 
inch. In 1892 it was put to work ashore, and it was kept work- 
ing until 1896, when it was laid off for repair. 

The boiler supplied steam to the foundry and other engines 
used in the repairing shops at the wharf. In 1897 the boiler 
was repaired and tested by steam pressure to 90 lbs. per square 
inch, the pressure being ascertained by a steam gauge. When 
the test had been made, the compressing nuts on the safety 
valve springs were slacked back, and the valves were left to 
blow off at a pressure of about 70 lbs. per square inch as indi- 
cated by the steam gauge, but no washers were fitted to prevent 
this pressure from being increased. 

A new cylinder was fitted to the foundry engine, and the 
pressure required to work it and the other machinery was about 
50 lbs. per square inch. 

The boiler remained as a spare boiler until January of the 
present year when it was prepared for use, and the manager 
decided that the safety valves should be loaded to blow off at a 
pressure of 60 lbs. per square inch, and he instructed a fitter to 
set them accordingly. This operation merely required the com- 
pressing nuts to be slacked back. The steam gauge then on the 
boiler had the indicator on the wrong side of the pin, and another 
gauge was fitted. 

On the 6th January the fitter proceeded to adjust the safety 
valves. The pressure indicated by the gauge was 10 lbs., and 
steam was escaping from them. The fitter, with an assistant, 
then screwed the compressing nuts down two and a half turns, 
and the escape of steam stopped. Some time afterwards, when 
the pressure indicated was rather more than 15 lbs., steam again 
escaped, and the compressing nuts were again screwed down 
one turn, but without stopping the escape of steam. 

A few minutes afterwards the boiler exploded. It was blown 
into fragments, several of which were hurled long distances 
from the place where the boiler stood; a chimney 70 feet high 
was blown down, and the store-houses and other buildings were 
very much damaged. 

Ten persons were killed, and eighteen others were more or 
less seriously injured. 

From 1890 to 1894 the works, which the Court referred to as 
engineering works, were under the management of a ship 
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master, and from 1894 to 1898 they were under the management 
of a naval architect, when an engineer was appointed; but the 
Court held that neither of these gentlemen possessed the quali- 
fications necessary to enable them to determine the condition 
of the boilers and the pressure at which they could safely be 
worked, and no superintending engineer was employed by the 
company. 

After the explosion one safety valve was found to be loaded 
to 257 lbs., and the other to 242 lbs. per square inch. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by over- 
pressure of steam, and they were of opinion that some obstruc- 
tion in the cock on the steam gauge prevented it from acting. 

They found that Messrs. Hewitt & Company did not appoint 
persons who were properly qualified to manage the boilers at 
their works; that they did not take proper measures to ensure 
that the boilers were being worked under safe conditions; and 
that the explosion was caused by the fitter improperly screwing 
down the compressing nuts on the safety valve springs. 

The Court found the owners to blame, and they were also 
held responsible for the negligence of the fitter. 

Messrs. Hewitt & Company were ordered to pay 125/. towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Middlesbro’ on the 14th 
and 15th March into the circumstances attending the explosion 
of a boiler at the South Bank Ironworks, on the 26th December 
last, whereby one person was injured. 

The boiler, one of the locomotive type, was made in 1880, and 
in the year 1893 it was retubed, generally overhauled and 
repaired, and fitted to a locomotive, named the “ Wyllie,” and 
tested by hydraulic pressure to about 200 Ibs. per square inch, 
and since this time it has been working at a pressure of about 
120 lbs. per square inch. 

The company, by whom the boiler was owned, appointed a 
chief engineer, who was responsible for the safe working con- 
dition of the plant, machinery, and boilers; but having regard 
to the magnitude of the works, he never examined the boilers 
unless his attention was called to some defect. 

A foreman engineer was appointed, who was considered to be 
responsible to the chief engineer for the safe working condition 
of the boilers, but he only examined them when repairs were 
required, or when his attention was called by the traffic manager 
to leaks. The latter was responsible for the cleaning of the 
boilers, and he would report to the foreman engineer defects 
reported to him by the engine drivers. 

On the 26th December the locomotive was employed in shunt- 
ing, and about 10.30 a.m. it was standing—the safety valves 
loaded to a pressure of 110 lbs. per square inch blowing off— 
nn a boiler exploded, and the engine driver was severely 
scalded. 


The back plate of the fire-box ruptured, and a piece of it was 
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blown out. The plate had in places become reduced from ,%- 
inch to ;;-inch, the riveted heads on three of the stays in the 
second row below the fire-box had gone, and five stays in the 
third row had been tapped and fitted with mushroom-headed 
pins, the stays having been so fitted by boilersmiths without 
the knowledge of the foreman engineer. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, 

‘the firebox being worn out and unfit to withstand the pressure 
to which it was subjected. 

That no steps were taken to ensure that the boiler was periodi- 
cally examined by a competent person, and the foreman engineer 
had followed the practice prevailing for many years with. the 
consent of his superior officer, the chief engineer. 

A gentleman, who was chief engineer, died in September, 
1897; another gentleman occupied the position until March, 
1898, when another gentleman was appointed, and they merely 
followed the practice which had hitherto prevailed. 

The Court held that neither the general manager, the chief 
engineer, nor the foreman engineer were to blame for the ex- 
plosion. They were of opinion that it was due to a vicious 
system of divided responsibility for which the company were 
responsible. 

The company were ordered to pay 50/. towards the costs and 
expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Castlewellan on the 23rd 
and 24th March last into the circumstances attending the ex- 
plosion of a boiler at the Ballymagreehan Quarries on the 28th 
February, whereby loss of life ensued. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was purchased second- 
hand in 1898, and in April of. that year it was put to work at 
the Ballymagreehan Quarries, at a pressure of from 40 to 50 Ibs. 
per square inch, the safety valve being loaded to blow off at a 
pressure of 65 lbs. per square inch, and the working pressure 
was occasionally increased when the crane was required to lift 
a heavy load. 

On the 28th February the crane was required to lift a heavy 
load, and steam was being raised above the usual working pres- 
sure, when the boiler exploded; it was lifted into the air, and 
fell at a distance of about 120 feet from its original position. 
One quarryman was killed, and another was injured. 
~ The fire-box ruptured, the plate in the vicinity of the rupture 
being about }-inch thick. 

The explosion was due to over-pressure, and the Court were 
of opinion that it would not have been safe to work the boiler 
at a pressure of 20 lbs. per square inch. : 

The Court found that the owner did not exercise that care 
either in purchasing the boiler or after its purchase in working 
that might reasonably have been expected; that no 
steps were taken to ascertain the pressure at which the boiler 
could safely be worked, and no steps were taken by anyone to 
ascertain to what pressure the safety valve was loaded. 
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The Court ordered the owner to pay the sum of 20/. towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Leith on the 10th Feb- 
ruary and 20th March last into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at the new dock works, Leith, on the 18th 
January last. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was used by a contractor, 
and its history could not be traced beyond a period of about 
nine months. For part of that time it was worked at a pressure 
of about 40 lbs. per square inch; it was then overhauled, tested 
to a pressure of 110 lbs. per square inch, and it was then placed 
on board a lighter, where it was worked at a pressure of about 
55 Ibs. per square inch. It was removed from the lighter, 
cleaned, overhauled, fitted with a new steam gauge, and put to 
work in the bottom of the dock at a nominal pressure of 50 Ibs. 

er square inch. The safety valve was loaded by means of a 
ever and spring balance, but the lever not being properly pro- 
portioned, the indications on the spring balance as to the load 
on the safety valve were inaccurate. 

A day or two before the 18th January the boiler was repaired, 
and this necessitated the re-adjustment of the safety valve. 
This was done by a person who was not qualified to perform 
such an operation, with the result that the safety valve was 
pied to blow off at a pressure of about 150 lbs. per square 
inch. 

On the 18th January the boiler exploded. The fire-box col- 
lapsed and a and the shell was projected a distance of 
about 200 yards. The fireman who was attending to the boiler 
was severely shaken and slightly scalded. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure ; 
that the foreman should not have entrusted the fireman with 
the working of the boiler, and that he should not have allowed 
the boiler to leave the shops and to be worked by the fireman 

without having the mountings so altered that there should be 
no possibility of mistake. 

The Court held the owner responsible for the neglect of the 
foreman, and they ordered him to pay 20/. towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation. 


FortucominGc INTERNATIONAL Povttry aT 
St. Perersspura. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from 
M. de Tatistcheff, the Financial Attaché to the Imperial Russian 
Embassy in London, to the effect that an International Poultry 
Show will be held in St. Petersburg from 13th May to 28th May 
of this year. 

This show is stated to be a very good opportunity for British 
poultry breeders to introduce their breeds into the Russian 
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Empire, as poultry raising is a question of special interest 
to-day in that country in connection with her largely-developed 
export trade in eggs. M. de Tatistcheff adds that he will be 
— to answer any communication addressed to him on the 
subjec 


INTERNATIONAL Farr For SALE oF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY 
IN VIENNA. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication through 
the Foreign Office, stating that, as in 1897, the Imperial and 
Royal Agricultural Society proposes to organise this year an 
international fair for the sale of agricultural machinery, to be 
held at Vienna from 20th May to 29th next. 

A detailed programme (in German) of the fair may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


REGULATIONS FoR Latuwoop at Rica. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul at Riga, that, in consequence 
of the frequent litigation which has lately attended the shipping 
of lathwood from that port, a meeting of Riga exporters was 
held recently for the purpose of discussing a scheme designed 
to check the claims for short measurement which are continually 
being sent in by English buyers. 

A resolution was adopted by all the firms represented at the 
discussion, embodying the following regulations :— 

“1. A measurer will be appointed whose duty it will be to 
control the measurement of the lathwood to be shipped, to see 
that the said measurement is correct, and to hold himself re- 
sponsible to the shipper for correct shipment. 

“2. The measurer will issue a certificate for each parcel of 
lathwood shipped, stating the exact measure in fathoms, and 
this certificate will be attested by the British Consul. 

“3. The exporters bind themselves to buy only from those 
dealers who allow the shipments to be made under the control 
and certificate of the sworn measurer. 

“4. The exporters bind themselves to sell lathwood to Great 
Britain only on condition that the buyers accept Riga measure- 
ment. 

“5. The exporters bind themselves not to make any shipment 
of lathwood save under the control of the sworn measurer and 
the attestation of the British Consul.” 


CommercraAL TRAVELLERS’ Licences Rvssia. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 


toms 
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Office, a copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, forwarding a memorandum respecting a law which came 
into operation on the Ist/13th January last, on the subject of 
the licences required by all commercial travellers pursuing 
their vocation in Russia. This law (which supersedes the tem- 
porary regulations previously in force) requires commercial 
travellers, both native and foreign, to provide themselves with 
a licence at the cost of 50 roubles (about 5/. 5s. 6d.), and to 
obtain, at a further cost of 500 roubles (53/. 4s. Od.), a trading 
licence for the firm or company which they represent. To 
enable British commercial travellers to take out this latter 
licence, they must produce a power of attorney or letter of 
authority from their employers, and must also possess a “ certi- 
ficate of licence to trade” issued by a British Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

These licences, which are issued for a period of one year from 
the lst January, and are renewable ducieg November and 
December, are to be procured on entering Russia from the 
nearest local treasury, town council, municipal body, or Collec- 
tor of Taxes, and commercial travellers found pursuing their 
vocation without having provided themselves with the requisite 
licences will be liable to a fine of treble the amount payable 
thereon, or 1,650 roubles (about 175/.). 

Commercial travellers of the Jewish persuasion can only 
obtain the licences and engage in business in Russia by special 
sanction of the Ministers of the Interior, Finance, and Foreign 
Affairs, and this sanction is procurable only on behalf of firms 
who carry on “ wholesale alice in goods, industrial and com- 
mercial enterprises, and mining operations of the first class, or 
retail commercial and trading pursuits of the first three classes, 
with established warehouses.” 


Import or American Bicycies Norway. 


A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, report- 
ing that on the 13th March the large number of five hundred 
bicycles arrived at that port. 

These bicycles came from America vid Hull, and are styled 
the “Crescent.” The duty on each is 30 kroner (1/. 13s. 4d.), 
and the price at which they are sold is 225 kroner (12/. 10s. 0d.) 
with guarantee. 

As this is the largest consignment to Norway on record, and 
two hundred more are expected shortly, it may be that a know- 
ledge of the fact may be of interest to the trade in England. 


FoR Patent at 
H.M. Consul at Marseilles reports to the Foreign Office that 
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he has ascertained that there is a large demand at Marseilles at 
the present moment for patent fuel. 

This demand is quite unusual, and is said to be due to the 
small quantity of French coal available. 

During the last two months over 50,000 tons of patent fuel 
for locomotives have been shipped to Marseilles from Swansea 
and Cardiff for the Paris-Lyon-Mediterranée Railway Company. 


Large contracts are now being negotiated for through Paris 
firms. 


TENDERS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF WATERWORKS AT NIKOLAIEV. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Municipality of Nikolaiev for the 
construction of waterworks in that city. 

Full particulars may be examined on personal application at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day be- 
tween the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR METAL-worRkK FOR BRIDGES IN THE DuTcCH 
East InpIes. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating that tenders, 
which must be received by the 26th April, 1899, are invited by 
the Ministry for the Colonies at the Hague for the delivery of 
metal-work of forty-nine bridges for light railways in the Dutch 
East Indies, metal-work and axles for passenger carriages and 
cradle trucks, with and without breaks, cast-iron asphalted 
pipes, also bolts, nails, and chains. 

Particulars are to be obtained from Mr. Nyhoff, publisher, 
The Hague, at the cost of 8s. 4d. for the tes sana S and axles 
for passenger carriages, and 10d. each for the other articles. 


Awarps For GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a gold watch and chain for Mr. Robert P. Gettings, late second 
mate, and a purse of 75 dollars for Albert E. Tonge, late sea- 
man, of the s.s. “ Londonian,” of Hull, which have been awarded 
to them by the citizens of Baltimore, U.S.A., in recognition of 
their services in connection with the rescue of their shipmates 
when the “Londonian” was abandoned in the North Atlantic 
on the 29th November last; also a binocular glass which has 
been awarded by the French Government to Mr. R. Baker, 
master of the s.s. “Southwood,” of Hull, in recognition of his 
services in rescuing at sea the shipwrecked crew of the French 
s.s. “ Algesiras,” on the 4th December last; also gold watches 
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for Mr. Norman Steel, master, and Mr. A. H. Popham, first 
mate, and a sum of 5/. each for B. Halltrop, F. H. Actemann, 
F. W. Post, and L. Geibels, seamen, of the s.s. ‘‘ Lord Kelvin,” 
of Liverpool, which have been awarded to them by the German 
Emperor in recognition of their services to the German barque 
“Edward Waenerlund,” on the llth July, 1897; also a gold 
watch for Frederick L. Manthorpe, skipper, a sum of 10/. for 
Joseph Spafford, second hand, and a sum of 5/. each for Niels 
Rasmussen, boatswain, and James Wells, third hand, of the 
fishing steamer “ Kittiwake,” of Hull, which have been awarded 
to them by the German Emperor in recognition of their services 
to the crew of the German s.s. “ Estland,” of Bremen, in October 
last; also (through the Consul-General for Sweden and Norway) 
a binocular glass for Mr. John H. Lynn, skipper of the steam 
trawler “ E. B. Cargill,” of Hull, and silver medals of the second - 
class for Fred Jackson and Alfred Britton, second hand and 
boatswain, respectively, of that vessel, which have been awarded 
to them by the Norwegian Government in recognition of their 
services to the shipwrecked crew of the Norwegian schooner 
“ Avance,” which was abandoned in the North Sea on the 19th 
October last. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspector of Weights and Measures has, during 
the month of March, 1899, passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 
Egan, John A., of Dublin City. 

Also the following, of the Royal Irish Constabulary, Ireland: 
—Allen, Thomas J.; Atteridge, William; Barrell, John; 
Barry, David; Carson, Thomas W.; Carson, William; Caul- 
field, James; Clancy, Patrick; Connor, Bernard; Crorkin, 
Philip; Currie, James V.; Dolan, Philip; Dougall, Samuel ; 
Duffy, John; Gallagher, James E.; Hanley, Thomas; Harring- 
ton, John H.; Heggart, Richard R.; Howard, William M.; 
Hunt, Michael; Jones, Thomas J.; Kelly, James J.; Mahoney, 
, Thomas; McCabe, John; McDade, John; McKeown, Thomas ; 
McNally, John; Molloy, James; Neary, Michael; Quinn, 
James; Quinn, Patrick; Spellman, Owen; Treanor, John; 
Tyndall, John F.; Wilson, Oliver. 


Imports or Pic-rron anp UnwrovuGut STEEL THE UniTED 
KinGpom FRoM THE 


-— According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and un- 
wrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of 


January—March, 1899, was as follows :— 
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Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel, 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.} Value, 


1899, Tons, & Tons, £ 
January que ote 14,621 34,386 12,034 53,227 
February sue 13,528 31,703 5,206 24,899 
March ... om bee 9,401 23,591 5,992 31,048 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st,1898| 76,356 180,614 29,374 158,689. 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897| 91,196 209,275 25,927 128,892 


TrapvE Returns or THE Unitep Kinepom. 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom ”’ for the month of February, 1899, and 
the three months ended 31st March, 1899, a further reference to 
which will be found on pp. 394-396 of the present issue of the 
“Board of Trade Jourenl” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may 
be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 8d.) per 
copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or John Menzies & Co., 12, 
Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgow, 
or Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1897 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
‘accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate, for each of the years 1893 to 1897 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- . 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 


New ror THE “ KatserR CaNnat. 


A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmittin 
copy of memorandum drawn up by Mr. Gastrell, Commercia 
Attaché to the Embassy, relating to the new “ Regulations for 
the Traffic of the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal,” published on the 
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3rd March last. In the above memorandum are included all 
the chief changes made from the former regulations of 1896, 
and it may be seen on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Roumanian Minine Law. 


A despatch, dated 29th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr, J. G. Kennedy, H.M. Minister at 
Bucharest, reporting that in consideration of the fact that 
several British syndicates are interested in the working of 
petroleum wells in Roumania, and have invested considerable 
sums in the purchase for a term of years of concessions of land, 
and of machinery, &c., for that purpose, a Bill is now before the 
Chamber of Deputies containing important modifications in the 
Mining Law. 

The amendments which have been introduced into this law by 
the Senate may not necessarily be voted by the Chamber, and 
further modifications may still be introduced; but up to the 

resent, however, the most important points are as follows :— 

Article 4.—The mines (wells) shall be the property of the 
proprietors (for the time being) of the surface. 

rticle 6.—Petroleum wells situated on State lands shall be 
worked by the State, and cannot be granted as concessions. 

Article 6.—The term of the concession is limited, in the case 
of foreigners, to seventy-five years. 

Article 14.—* For petroleum the extent of the perimeter shall 
not exceed forty hectares.” 


Tut Mippiessroven Iron Traber. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a circular issued 
by the Middlesbrough Chamber of Commerce containing 
statistics of the iron trade of the district for the first quarters 
of 1898 and 1899, from which the following particulars are 
taken :— 


First quarter First quarter 
1898. 1899, 
Tons. Tons. 
Output of pig iron at Middlesbrough ... avs 575,000 565,000* 
Exports of do. do. see oe 219,621 259,778 
Exports of manufactured iron and steel from 
Exports of coal and coke from Middlesbrough 11,543 10,140 
Do. manufactured slag do. 17,270 11,501 
Do. salt do. 31,953 26,016 
Do. chemicals do. 835 6,260 


* Estimated figures. 
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IIL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for the month of March last show a decrease 
as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the value 
of the imports from foreign countries and British possessions, 
but an increase in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, and also of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 

The imports for March, 1899, were valued at 41,492,388/., a 
decrease of 1,920,441/. compared with March, 1898, or 4°4 per 
cent.; and the exports amounted in value to 27,566,671/., as 
against 25,934,439/. in 1898, of which British and Irish produce 
and manufactures in 1899 alone amounted to 22,324,401/., an 
increase of 1,490,536/., or 7°1 per cent. The latter increase, 
however, it should be observed, includes the value of new ships, 
viz., 1,474,067/., this being the first year for which these exports 
are shown. Foreign and Colonial merchandise exported 
amounted in value to 5,242,270/., an increase of 141,696/., or 
2°7 per cent., as compared with March, 1898. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports 
for March, 1899, as compared with March, 1898, according to 
the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Mar. 31. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. | 1899. 
£ £ £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... --- 18,470,761 |16,978,466 ce 1,492,295 
Metals... 2,058,908 | 2,791,450 | 737,542 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning % 
substances ... 751,784 744,106 7,678 
Oils... ove ove 681,652 697,645 15,993 
Baw materials for manufactures ....'11,372,390 |10,055,401 1,316,989 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles -+-/10,082,334 |10,225,320 142,986 
Total.... ... £/43,412,829 |41,492,388 1,920,441 


With regard to the imports of articles of food, &c., wheat 
shows a decrease in quantity of 1,200,660 cwts., and in value of 
942,164/.; wheat meal and flour an increase of 119,137 cwts., 
and a decrease in value of 115,379/.; barley has fallen off to the 
extent of 1,099,580 ewts. and 317,623/. Oats, peas, beans, oat- 
meal, and Indian corn meal all show decreases in quantities and 
values. Indian corn, or maize, although it has decreased in 
quantity, has increased in value. Among other articles of food 
and drink (duty free), beef, hams, meat (preserved otherwise than 
by salting), pork, cheese, eggs, and fruit, rice, and sugar, have 
all Sladen in quantity and value, while the most notable 
decreases are to be found in the case of fresh mutton, potatoes, 
butter, and fish—in the case of butter the falling-off is to the 


* See also pages 493-494. 
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extent of 142,105/., and in the case of potatoes 114,506/. Among 
dutiable articles of food and drink, cocoa, other than — 
shows an increase in quantity of 2,896,992 lbs. and in value of 
78,3841. Spirits and raisins have also increased, but chicory, 
cocoa (prepared), coffee, currants, tea, and wine have all de- 
creased in value. Unmanufactured tobacco has fallen off both 
in quantity and value, but manufactured tobacco has increased. 

In the imports of metals all descriptions, with the exception 
of quicksilver, have increased in quantity and value; in the 
case of tin, iron ore, and copper, unwrought and partly wrought, 
the imports are valued respectively at 183,815/., 145,950/., and 
123,0027., more than in March, 1898. In the class of raw 
materials, cotton has decreased by 868,530/., jute by 240,989/., 
and sheep or lambs’ wool by 111,030/. Flax, hemp, and silk 
have also fallen off. On the other hand, alpaca and goats’ wool 
have increased. Peruvian bark, hides, manures, paper-making 
materials, and wood and timber have all fallen off, but caout- 
chouc, gutta-percha, parattine, rosin, and tallow and stearine 
have all increased in quantity and value. Among manufactured 
articles the most notable increases are in the case of cotton, iron 
and steel, linen, yarn, and unenumerated silk manufactures ; 
while plate-glass, jute manufactures, paper, silk broad stuffs, 
straw-plaiting and manufactures of wool (other than goats’ 
wool) have all fallen off. 

Exports.—As regards the exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures for the month, the following table shows the 
values for March, 1899, and the increase or decrease of each 
principle category : 


Month ended Mar. 31. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living 96,199 65,959 30,240 
Articles of food and drink ... ..| 819,210 | 890,779 71,569 —_ 
Raw materials... 1,669,560 | 2,046,447 | 376,887 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics ..| 8,868,694 | 8,360,940 — 507,754. 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... ...| 2,921,031 | 2,952,290 31,259 — 
Machinery and millwork «-.| 1,527,622 | 1,713,482 185,860 — 
Ships, new (not registered as not - 
British) | recorded f | 1s#74,067 | 1,474,067 | — 
Miscellaneous ..| 4,931,549 | 4,820,437 111,112 
Total £/20,833,865 |22,324,401 | 1,490,536 


Amongst articles of food and drink all classes, with the ex- 


ception of biscuit and bread, butter, cheese, and provisions, in- 
cluding meat, show increased values. In the class of raw 


materials, coal, coke, and fuel have increased by 378,265/., and 
sheep and lambs’ wool has also increased. Amongst yarns and 
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textile fabrics, cotton yarn has fallen off to the extent of 
4,801,600 lbs. in quantity and 182,586/. in value, and jute, 
linen, woollen, worsted, and alpaca and mohair yarns all show 
diminished quantities and values. In the case of piece-goods, 
cottons show a decrease in the quantity of 28} million yards and 
in value of 240,744/., linen piece-goods of 17,911/., silk manu- 
factures of 11,861/., and worsted tissues of 8,104/.; but woollen 
tissues have increased by 346,400 yards and 45,014/., and jute 
piece-goods, though showing a diminution in — of 365,500 
yards, have increased in value to the extent of 2,023/. 

Machinery has increased by 185,860/., due principally to in- 
creased shipments of locomotives to the British Kast Indies, 
textile machinery to Russia and the British Kast Indies, and 
agricultural machinery and sewing machines to European coun- 
tries. In the category of metals there is an increase, chiefly 
accounted for by larger shipments of unwrought copper and 
iron, but in telegraphic wire and apparatus there is a decrease 
amounting in value to 113,713/. as compared with the corre- 
sponding month of 1898. 

In the three months ended 31st March, 1899, the imports into the 
United Kingdom from foreign countries and British possessions 
were valued at 118.242.5841, as compared with 119,099,209/. 
for a similar period of 1898, and the exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures amounted in value to 
62,054,0417. (including 2,224,289/., the value of new ships, not 
registered as British, not included prior to 1899), as compared 
with 57,707,118/. for the three months ended 31st March, 1898. 
The exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise for the three 
months amounted in value to 16,240,640/., as compared with 
15,110,772/. in 1898. 

Tonnage of Vessels entered and Cleared with Cargoes.—The 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions during March, 
1899, amounted to 2,860,422 tons, and the tonnage cleared in the 
foreign trade to 3,507,867 tons, as compared with 2,780,231 tons 
entered and 3,292,247 tons cleared in March, 1898. As regards 
the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during March last was 
2,682,849 tons, and the tonnage cleared was 2,626,384 tons, as 
against 2,576,853 tons and 2,556,110 tons respectively, in 
March, 1898. 
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III—NEW ROUTES FOR PERSIAN TRADE.* 
(With Map.) 

The trade routes connecting Persia with the outer world may 
be roughly classified into the Northern, North-western, and 
North-eastern routes, which are more or less monopolised by 
Russia, and the South-western route, used chiefly by England 
and British India. 

The more purely Russian lines are those from Tiflis in the 
Caucasus, and from Astara, a small port on the southern shore 
of the Caspian to Tabriz, and thence vid Kasvin to the capital ; 
the caravan routes from Enzeli, Resht, and Meshed-i-sar on the 
Caspian direct to Tehran; the route from Gez on the south- 
eastern shore of the Caspian vid Asterabad, and the still more 
important one from Askabad on the Transcaspian line, of which 
the two last named lead direct to Meshed, the capital of the rich 
Persian province of Khorassan. 

But although Russia may predominate in the north, the bulk 
of the foreign trade of Persia is carried on in the south vid the 
ports of the Persian Gulf, and here the British trader is in the 
ascendant. These ports are (1) Bandar-Abbas, at the entrance 
to the Gulf, whence caravans ply vid Kirman and Yezd to 
Ispahan, and even strike off in a north-easterly direction to 
Meshed; (2) Lingah, the port of the Persian province of Lari- 
stan; (3) Bushire, which trades with Tehran vid Shiraz and 
Ispahan; and (4) Mohammerah for Shustar and Ispahan, and 
thence to the capital.t 

The trade of Western and North-Western Persia is also 
carried on by a line of steamers up the Persian Gulf to the 
Turkish port of Busrah (Bassorah)—there being trans-shipped 
to river steamers on the Tigris for carriage to Baghdad, whence 
it is conveyed across the Turko-Persian frontier at Khanikin, 
and eventually reaches Tehran vié Kermanshah and Hamadan. 
The other transit routes through Asiatic-Turkey are from the 

port of Alexandretta, on the shores of the Levant, vid Aleppo, 
Mosul, and Tabriz, and from Trebizond, on the Black Sea, vid 
Erzeroum to Tabriz. 

The commercial avenues to Persia may therefore be sum- 
marised as follows :— 

Through Russian Territory— 

1. Vid Tiflis, Tabriz, and Kazvin to Tehran. 
2. Vid the Southern Caspian Ports. 
3. Vid the Transcaspian Railway and the Khanates. 

Through British India— 

Vid Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 
* See also “Board of Trade Journal” for November, 1897, March, 1898, and 
February, 1899. 


t See the “ Board of Trade Journal” for February last for table showing the 
value of the Persian Gulf trade, distingu‘shing British and other. 


{ 
Q 
397 
\ 
ar 
xe 


398 NEW ROUTES FOR PERSIAN TRADE. [April 1899, 


Direct from Persian Gulf Ports— 
1. Vzé Bandar-Abbas, Kirman, and Yezd. 
2. Vid Lingah and Laristan. 
3. Vid Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispahan. 
4. Vid Mohammerah, Shustar, and Ispahan. 


Through Turkish Territory— 
1. Vzdé Busrah, Baghdad, and Khanikin. 
2. Vid Alexandretta, Aleppo, Mosul, and Tabriz. 
3. Vid Trebizond, Erzeroum, and Tabriz. 

A good deal of interest has lately been bestowed on the trade 
possibilities of the ancient caravan route between Khorasan 
and Seistan (Eastern Persia) on the one hand, and India on the 
other, which is known as the Nushki route, an account of which 
was published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for November, 
1897. It was therein stated that, according to the report of the 
British Consular official at Meshed, much of the tea, piece-goods, 
and other British imports from India to Meshed have come 


through the Persian Gulf, and generally taken the following 
route :— 


Names of Places. Distance in | Number of 
Miles. Marches. 

Turbat-i-Haidari_... Net 137 7 

Total 966 46* 


This road is 966 miles in length, and can be traversed in 46 
marches of 21 miles each, but camels take from 75 to 90 days, 
‘and consignments are often delayed in transit for a long time 
owing to— 

1) Difficulties with the Customs officials at the port; 

2) Laziness of forwarding agents ; 

3) Transport not being procurable always at Bandar Abbas 
or Kirman ; 

4) Unsatisfactory arrangements with the carriers ; 

5) The goods changing hands three times en route ; 

6) Delays in getting fresh transport; and 

7) Interference and unjust demands of Customs officials at 
intermediate stations. 


With a view to removing all these obstacles which traders 
have to contend with on this and.-all other roads to Khorassan, 


* Averaging 21 miles each. 
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and in order to improve British trade, the Government of India 
made arrangements in December, 1896, to open a new, direct, 
and easy trade route between India and Eastern Persia. This 
route starts from Quetta, and passes as follows :— 


Distance in | Number of 
Names of Places. Miles, Marches. 

Amir Chah ai 184 8 
Koh-i-Malik Siah ube 134 7 
Nasirabad (Seistan) .... ses 21 1 
Bandan ... ide 50 3 
Neh 45 2 
Birjand 115 5 
Meshed ... “ene 77 4 

Total 1,092 53* 


The distance from Quetta to Meshed is 1,092 miles, or 53 
stages averaging 20} miles each. 

Under the orders of the Government of India wells have been 
dug at convenient intervals, and levy posts established at dif- 
ferent stages all along the road to secure the safety of caravans, 
and to facilitate their traffic through the desert tracts. 

As the new road passes entirely through territory which is 
under British santa! as far as the border of Seistan, the cara- 
vans have no fear of the imposition of heavy dues by Afghan 
officials or of Baluch raids. Camel grazing and wood are pro- 
curable at every stage, and grass at most; while arrangements 
are being made for the provision of grain also. Cheap camel 
transport is available at Quetta, in Seistan, and at other places 
on the road. Although the distance is 126 miles longer than 
that of the Bandar Abbas-Kirman route, yet the journey would 
only occupy about two months (including halts), instead of at 
least 75 days or three months taken by camels by the Bandar 
Abbas-Kirman route. Besides this, sea voyage from Karachi 
to Bandas Abbas would be avoided as well as the obstacles, 
troubles, and inconveniences mentioned above, which are often 
experienced on the Bandar Abbas-Kirman road. With proper 
forwarding agents at Quetta and carriers engaged for the whole 
journey, which could be easily arranged, the goods would come 
from Quetta to Meshed without changing hands or delay in 
transit, as there are no towns on the road and no Customs 
officials to interfere with caravans. The Customs official on 


* Averaging 20} miles each. 
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the Seistan frontier would give passes free of charge to the 
carriers, and 5 per cent. a valorem duty would be paid at 
Meshed. 

The road is already showing signs of becoming very popular, 
and is likely to expand British Indian trade with Seistan and 
Khorasan to a great extent. J 

An article in a recent issue of the “Pioneer Mail,” states 
that, with regard to trade routes, a time again may come when 
the railway will run beyond Chaman, and Quetta will no longer 
be the outpost of the empire. Then doubtless a new road may 
be available vid Kandahar to Meshed, an ancient and natural 
artery of commerce ; but that time is not yet, and, in the mean- 
while, a comparison between the possible alternative trade 
routes, all unquestionably made use of at different times, is not 
without interest, and has an important bearing on present 
enterprise. A glance at the map will show that Seistan is the 
region within the Persian border to which all the paths re- 
ferred to converge, and through which the Khorassan trade, 
which is of vast importance, must pass on its way to India. 

There appear to be three possible Anglo-Indian routes from 
Seistan onwards. The first is vid Nushki; the second leads 
southwards vd the Mashkel River, and branches off into the 
fertile districts of Panjgur and Kolwa, and thence proceeds by 
way of Lus Bela to Karachi. The third follows the same course 
in its earlier stages, then diverges more to the south into Kech, 
following that valley and running parallel with the coast, and 
also leads to Karachi. The important fact has been pointed 
out that some of the finest camel-grazing in Baluchistan is to 
be found in the plain known as the Dasht, south of Panjgur, 
and more or less throughout Mekran. The advantages of having 
a trade route through a region which could supply the neces- 
sary beasts of burden with food are too obvious to need com- 
ment. 

The “Pioneer Mail” goes on to say that the objections that 
appear to discourage effort with regard to the Nushki route 
are chiefly its natural drawbacks. It runs like the recently- 
demarcated Afghan boundary along no natural feature, but 
through an arid desert, and the difficulties of procuring forage 
for man and beast must be enormous. The southern routes, on 
the contrary, are protected to the north by the Kharan desert, 
and could be strengthened locally. 

With regard to caravan roads, however, Kech and Panjgur 
are, from all accounts, comparatively fertile and well-watered 
districts ; and if a moderate expenditure were devoted to keeping 
in repair the “karezes” and improving irrigation generally, 
they would probably become more so. They are, it is said, 
capable of supporting troops, and it would therefore be possible, 
if need were, to protect a line of traffic running through them. 

With an efficient administration in Kech Mekran, the value 
of a trade route passing through would be very great, and there 
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is the hope that local trade, long quelled by uncertain and 
tyrannous government, might revive. In course of time, as the 
provinces became farther developed, they might even afford 
a partial market to caravans in transit, thus bringing the trade 
of India and Persia into closer connection. 

The last point that is to be noticed is the comparative length 
of the various routes. The Nushki road is undoubtedly a 
shorter one to Quetta than the others are to Karachi, though 
this advantage would appear to be outweighed by the difficul- 
ties of transport. It must, however, be remembered that a cara- 
van having reached Karachi is at once in one of the great 
markets of the world, with the sea on one hand and the North- 
Western Railway on the other, and with promise of still farther 
facilities when the line from Jodhpore State to Karachi, which 
it is said is now under construction, shall be completed. This 
will bring Karachi into direct communication with the heart 
of India. On the other hand, on arrival at Quetta the oppor- 
tunities of traffic are small and limited, and there is still the 
Sind-Pishin Railway journey to be accomplished before the 
merchant can bring his wares to a suitable market. 


IV.—OPENING OF A NEW PORT IN BOLIVIA. 


A despatch, dated 3rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Para, reporting that a new 
port was opened at the beginning of this year by the Bolivian 
Republic on one of the principal tributaries of the Amazon 
river. 

The port is named Puerto Alonso, is situated on the Rive 
Acré, or Aquiry, one of the head waters of the River Puris, and 
will have some importance as it will be the outlet of a district 
rich in rubber. 

The Republic of Bolivia has laid claim to the Acré district 
for some time past, but it is only recently that the claim was 
recognised by Brazil. The first act of the Bolivian Govern- 
ment was to establish a Custom House at Puerto Alonso. 

Formerly the only port, it is said, where Bolivian produce 
could be shipped was that of Villa Bella, on the River Madeira ; 
but it did not give satisfaction, because the Madeira offers many 
obstructions to navigation. On the other hand, the rivers Purts 
and Acré are easily navigated at high water. 
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V—THE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 


The second number of a memorandum and of returns which 
have been prepared in the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade to show the production and consumption of 
alcoholic liquors (wine, beer, and spirits) in the leading coun- 
tries of the world, has recently been issued. 

In the first number of this return the production and consump- 
tion of alcoholic beverages in the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, and the United States were dealt with in a compara- 
tive form, and particulars were also given in some detail with 
regard to the history and statistics of drink in the United King- 
— France, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, and the United 

tates. 

In the present number it has been thought desirable to con- 
tinue the comparative statements relating to the United King- 
dom, France, Germany, and the United States, and at the 
same time to review in detail such particulars as are available 
with regard to the statistics of those countries for which space 
could not be found in the first number of this return. The 
countries in question are Russia, Norway, Sweden, and Den- 
mark, Germany, Italy, and Spain. The data relating to the 
other European countries such as Austria, Greece, Roumania, 
and Portugal are, it is stated, so fragmentary, or refer to such 
remote periods that it has not been found possible to deal with 
them in a comparative form, or to draw deductions from such 
official statistics as do exist. The statistics relating to these 
countries where available are, however, given in the tables 
attached to the return. 

In the introduction to the first number of the return it was 
stated that in the next issue some particulars of the production 
and consumption of alcohol in the chief Colonial possessions of 
the United Kingdom would be published. In the present 
volume statements have pasudlidie been annexed relating to 
the Australian Colonies, the Cape, and the Dominion of Canada, 
and in the next number it is intended to review these state- 
ments in detail, and to compare the consumptiori of alcoholic 
liquors in the leading British Colonies with that in the older 
countries of Europe. This, however, could not be done in the 
present issue without overburdening the introductory state- 
ment, and it has been thought more desirable to deal at present 
only with those countries mentioned above, and for which 
space could not be found in the first issue of the return. More- 
over, the statistical statements relating to the British Colonies 
are at present, in some cases, imperfect and in want of verifica- 
tion as to certain details, more especially with regard to the 
spirits which are stated in gallons. Whether these are in all 
cases the “imperial” gallon in use in this country or whether 
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even they are “proof” gallons it has not been found possible 
to state. No doubt these will, by the time of the issue of the 
next return, be more complete, and in a better form to be 
dealt with comparatively. 

The following statement shows the consumption of wine, beer, 
— in the year 1897 in the four leading countries of the 
world :— 


United Kingdom. France. Germany. United States. 
Per Per Per 
Consump- Consump- Consump- Consump- ~¥y 
tion. popula tion. popula- tion. popula- tion. popula- 
tion. on. on tion. 


Gallons. | Galls. || Gallons. | Galls. Gallons. Galls. | Gallons. | Galls. 
| 


Wine ...| 15,780,000} 0°39 || 838,332,000] 21-8. || 71,412,000 1°34 || 32,141,000) 0°44 
Beer... |1,251,213,000| 31°30 ||* 199,122,000] 25-5 | 890,735,000] 12-2 
Spirits ||| 40,414,000] 1-02 || 71,896,000} 1°89 || '100,364'000) 1°89 0-84 


With regard to Scandinavia, many details of much interest 
are given, more particularly with ve ram to the working of the 
“Samlag” or drink committees in Norway, and the “ Gothen- 
burg” system in Sweden; and the effect these have had in 
diminishing the consumption of spirits in those countries, 
where, as will be seen from the following statement, the con- 
sumption of wine and spirits is but oul the staple drink of 
the country, viz., beer, as in the United Kingdom, being the 
article chiefly consumed : — 


Norway. Sweden. Denmark. 
Per head Per head Per head 
Quantities.) of the | Quantities.) ofthe | Quantities} of the - 
population population. population. 


Gallons. | Gallons, | Gallons. | Gallons, | Gallons. | Gallons. 
Wine 1,234,000 0°58 689,000} 0°14 860,000 0°37 
Beer 8,272,000 3:90 |*46,288,000 9:30 |48,494,000 20°8 
Spirits «.-| 1,012,000 0°48 8,162,000 16 7,555,000 3:3 


With regard to Germany, the most remarkable fact is the 
large-quantity of spirit which is denatured and used for light- 
ing, for heating, and for chemical purposes. For all spirits pro- 
duced do not go into consumption, much, and, indeed, an in- 
creasing quantity, being used for industrial and other purposes. 
In 1890 the amount of spirits so denatured and rendered unfit 
for human consumption in Germany was 531,000 hectols. of 
alcohol pure; in 1897 the amount so treated was 867,000 hectols. 
of alcohol pure, or 38,170,000 gallons of proof spirit; this com- 


* Figures for 1896, the returns for 1897 not yet being available. 
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oe with 4,143,000 proof gallons denatured in the United 
ingdom and with 6,098,000 proof gallons in France. 

In Italy, as in Spain, the staple drink is naturally the wine 
of the country. The following statement shows what has been 
the production of wine in those countries (Italy and Spain) as 
compared with France, in the year 1897 :— 


France. Italy. Spain. 
# Per head Per head Per heal 
Produc- Produc- Produc- 
of the of the tion, of the 


population population. population. 


Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. Galions. Gallons, 
Wine .../711,722,000} 18° |571,098,000) 181 [*474,826,000| 26-1 


Annexed to the return are to be found statements of much 
interest, giving for a series of years the quantities of spirits 
denatured in the United Kingdom, in Germany, and France ; 
the wine production and wine exports of France, Italy, and 
Spain; also the consumption of wine per head of the popula- 
tion in these countries, as well as the wine production of Tigueik, 


VI—THE VALUE OF THE RUSSIAN ROUBLE FOR 
CUSTOMS PURPOSES. 


A despatch, dated 8th March, 1899, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Charles S. Scott, H.M. Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, enclosing a memorandum by H.M. Consul- 
General at that place, as follows :— 

By a decision of the Council of the Empire, confirmed by His 
Imperial Majesty, and published in the Bulletin of Laws, No. 
24, of the 19th February/3rd March, 1899, Customs Duties, 
Fines and Dues, &c., under the tariff, are henceforward to be 
reckoned in roubles of one-fifteenth of an Imperial. 

Accordingly, the rates of Customs duties under the European 
General and Conventional Tariff, and in all legislative enact- 
ments promulgated prior to this law, as also all sums lodged in 
security for Customs duty, all Customs exactions, immunities, 
&c., are to be reckoned one and a half fold, as against those 
existing in the above laws and regulations. In other words, all 
hitherto existing rates of duty, &c., under the Customs Tariff, 
and amounts payable under other regulations and decrees 
hitherto leviable in roubles gold, are now to be paid in roubles, 
not the 10th part of an Imperial, but the 15th part of such 
Imperial, equal to the rouble of 662 copecks gold, to which 


* Figures for 1895. 
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level the rouble was reduced a short time .ago under the new 
currency law. 

In order to simplify matters without changing the rates of 
duty under the Customs tariff, these rates will now be levied in 
the new rouble unit with an addition of 50 per cent. to the 
rates hitherto expressed in roubles gold. Thus a rate of 10 
roubles gold for a certain article abe the tariff will now be 
reckoned at 15 roubles, and payment of the duty will be received 
in the current new gold coins of 15, 10, and 5 roubles, the value 
of which is expressed on their face in the depreciated standard 
rouble of 663 copecks. 

In this manner no alteration is really made in the Customs 
tariff and in other payments due to the Government under it 
and the code of Customs, and the new law removes the hitherto 
existing anomaly of the non-acceptance by the Customs in pay- 
ment of Custom dues of Russian coins, bank notes, Government 
securities, the value of which was expressed in depreciated 
roubles. To render the matter still clearer, the Customs duties 
and other payments formerly leviable in gold roubles, and all 
other Crown due and taxes, are now brought to one common 
denominator, by the increase of the Customs dues to the extent 
of 50 per cent. of the duty rates given in the tariff in paper 
roubles, but levied in those of a ahi standard. 

The ad valorem Customs rates under the tariff will continue 
to be levied in roubles of one-fifteenth of the Imperial without 
any increase in the initial rates. 

The law regulating the levying of Customs duties in the 
newly-established currency of the realm also introduces some 
modifications in the Customs regulations. Of these modifica- 
tions the most important are :— 

I.—To be increased one and a half fold :— 

(1) Fines imposed for goods deficient under bills of lading, 
and imported without any invoices. ; 

(2) Fines hitherto imposed at 5 roubles gold per lb. gross for 
infringement of the regulations respecting removal of non- 
inspected goods from one Custom House to another, as also 
amounts of securities lodged on the removal of non-inspected 
goods from one Custom House to another. 

(3) The valuation of interest-bearing bonds and goods 
accepted in guarantee for payment of Customs duties. 

(4) Duties returnable on exported tea, cotton goods, and 
articles of gold or silver twist. 

(5) The maximum amount of duty on which the chancery 
tax is leviable. 3 

(6) The maximum amount of duty allowed to passengers, 
diplomatists, traders, public bodies, &ec., in respect of special 
drawbacks and exemptions. 

II.—Fines and penalties to be reduced by one-third. 

(1) One-half per cent. fine imposed for non-timely payment 
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of duty on tea imported at the Irkutsk Custom House to be 
reduced to one-third per cent. 

(2) Five copecks per rouble of duty for penalties and “ acci- 
dence” fines to be reduced to 33 copecks per rouble of duty; 
10 copecks per rouble of duty for penalties and “ accidence” 
fines to be reduced to 6% copecks per rouble of duty. 

(3) Fines imposed to the extent of a single rate of duty or 
difference in the duty to be reduced to 4. 

(4) Fines imposed to the extent of a two-fold rate of duty, of 
which one is levied in gold in favour of the Crown and the 
other in paper currency for the benefit of Customs officials, to 
be reduced to 12 of the duty. 

(5) Fines imposed to the extent of a five-fold rate of duty 
to be computed at 32 of the duty. 

III.—The amount of drawback of duty allowed to the extent 
of 10,000 roubles to the Red Cross Society, charitable bodies, 
and private individuals shall be reckoned at 15,000 roubles per 
annum, individual Russian subjects returning from abroad for 
resettlement in Russia shall enjoy a drawback of duty of 750 
roubles, instead of 500 roubles, on their effects which have 
already been in use, and of 1,350 roubles, instead of 900 roubles 
as heretofore, in the case of families. 

Custom Houses which keep a record of the amount of duty 
on the articles imported by diplomatists and other persons shall, 
on the present law coming into operation, deduct from the fixed 
annual amount of drawback of duty allowed to such personages 
the duty value of the articles imported by them between the 
1st January of the present year and the day of promulgation of 
this law, and then increase one and a half fold the remaining 
annual amount of duty to which they are entitled in respect of 
articles imported by them. 


VII—THE RUSSIAN SALT INDUSTRY. 


The American Consul-General at St. Petersburg reports that 
the first meeting of the Russian salt producers was held in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Crown Domains at St. Petersburg, 
4th November, 1898. 

In addition to the well-known Crimean salt mines, one of the 
richest beds of rock salt is in the Bakhmut District of the 
Donetz basin, where salt has been produced regularly since 
1881, increasing yearly and amounting in 1897 to 19,000,000 
pouds (about 306,000 tons). The beds are worked the whole year, 
and, owing to favourable conditions and the high quality of the 
salt, this district is successfully competing with all the other 
salt mines of Russia. The salt works near Bakhmut and 
Slaviansk, which produce salt from wells, are also well known, 
their production having amounted in 1897 to about 80,000 tons. 
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In the Northern Caucasus, salt is produced in small quantities 
from small lakes. There are a few salt lakes in the government 
of Baku, the annual product of which amounts to about 8,000 
tons. 

In the Erivan government and Karsk region rock salt is pro- 
duced only from large beds which run along the Russian-Turkish- 
Persian frontier, 398 miles along the Sunken territory. In 
some places these beds occupy an area of about 1 square mile 
and 280 feet thick, which shows that they are very rich. The 
production of salt in that region does not exceed 32,000 tons per 
year, but there is reason to expect that after the construction 
of the Kars Railroad, with a branch to Erivan, the Trans- 
Caucasian salt will find its way to the Russian markets, and the 

roductiveness of the local mines will increase. 

The Trans-Caspian region produces about 24,000 tons of rock 
salt, and a like amount of lake salt comes from Turkestan 
annually. 

In Poland salt is produced only in the Tsekhotsensk factory, 
which belongs to the Government, and lies near the Russian 
frontier. At present this factory is leased by the heirs of 
General Glinka-Mavrin, and produces under 5,000 tons yearly, 
whereas about 95,000 tons are required to supply the demands 
of the Polish governments. 

In Siberia the production of salt is comparatively small— 
from 82,000 to 48,000 tons a year. This is principally due 
to the fact that the salt-bearing regions are far from the 
markets, and to the absence of convenient ways of communica- 
tion. It it therefore not surprising that salt is brought to 
Siberia partly from European Russia hhc Odessa) and partly 
from America. Thus, during the past autumn there was such a 
demand for salt in Eastern Siberia that the Ministry ofAgricul- 
ture sent by rail, through Omsk to Irkutsk, nearly 2,000 tons 
of salt from the Koriakov Lake, in Eastern Siberia. In Western 
Siberia salt is produced from salt lakes, and in Eastern Siberia 
it is produced by decocting brine. There are in the Yakutsk 
region well-known rock salt deposits, but until now they have 
not been worked, as they are far from inhabited localities. The 
prices of salt in Siberia are exceedingly high, amounting to 
11/. 19s. per ton; whereas in European Russia the price flucuates 
between 2/. 13s. 2d. and 13s. 3d. per ton. 

The Russian salt industry began to develop as an important 
industry in November, 1880, when by an imperial ukase the 
excise duty on the same was abolished. Thus, during the ten 
years 1871-1880, while the excise was still in force, the pro- 
duction of salt in Russia did not exceed 693,000 tons, while 
from 1888 to 1897 it amounted to nearly double, and the prices 
decreased accordingly. 

The importation of foreign salt has also decreased greatly, 
amounting at present to about 8,000 tons per annum, which go 
principally to the Baltic region and Poland. During recent 
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years salt from the Donetz basin has found its way to the above 
regions, and therefore it is to be expected that the import of 
foreign salt will become still smaller. 


VIII—TRADE OF HONDURAS IN 1897-1898. 


A despatch, dated 7th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Tegneigalpa (Honduras), 
transmitting statistics of the export and import trade of Hon- 
duras for the twelve months ending July, 1898. 

The only noticeable change is to be seen in the large increase 
in exports, principally of bananas. The imports show a decrease, 
particularly noticeable in the case of Great Britain and Ger- 
many. 


A.—Ezxports from Honduras, 1897-98. 


To Value. 

United Kingdom ... one 2,384 
United States 203,328 
Other parts of Central America ... see 23,761 
Total 254,102 


The principal articles of export in 1897-98 were bananas 
(87,0877.), silver bars (76,923/.), cattle (24,045/.), coffee 
(16,3791.), cocoanuts (14,732/.), and timber (9,0441.). 


B.—Imports into Honduras, 1897-98. 


From. Value. 

Other parts of Central America ... = ee = ae 6,277 
foal... £239,811 
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IX.—THE OFOTEN RAILWAY. 


It was a British company which first obtained a concession 
from the Norwegian Government to build the Ofoten Railway 
in order to provide an effective means of transport for the 
immense quantities of rich iron ore to be found in the great ore 
fields of Luassawara and Kjirunawara, some few miles over the 
frontier in Sweden. After a few years’ work the company 
failed, and the Government has since acquired the rights of 
the company. 

H.M. Consul-General at Christiania reports that last year (1898) 
it was decided to build the Swedish portion of the line as a 
Swedish State Railway, on condition of the Storthing voting 


the funds to construct the Norwegian portion. After concluding . 


a preliminary contract with the mining company, guarantee- 
ing the Norwegian Government against all loss, the funds were 
voted for building the line as a State Railway of normal gauge. 
It is this railway which is now awakening great hopes, and 
which, it is considered, will make Narvik an important Nor- 
wegian town. 

The Ofoten Fjord is, so to speak, a direct continuation of the 
West Fjord; but while the latter is bounded by the mainland 
on the Kast and the Lofoten Islands on the West, its continua- 
tion, the Ofoten Fjord, penetrates in between the mainland on, 
both sides so deep that the shortest distance from the fjord up 
to the frontier is only about six to eight English miles. Further 
inland the Ofoten Fjord divides into three arms: Beisbjord in 
the south-east, Rombakken in the east, and Harjangen in the 
north-east. At the entrance to the Beisfjord lies Narvik. 

Passing through a sound about one kilometre broad between 
Ankenoesodden, to the south-west, and Framnoesodden, to the 
north-east, a large basin is reached affording the most admir- 
able anchorage, especially on the north side of the Narvik Bay. 

To the eastward from Narvik Bay stretches a large marshy 
tract. Following down the middle of this runs the projected 
railway, dividing the town into two parts—Frydenlund to the 
north, the Oscarsburg to the south. The entire marsh tract, 
and the greater portion of the shore line at Narvik, have been 
secured to the State for railway and other buildings, and to 
the mining company for the erection of quays, so that the actual 
town can scarcely extend quite to the water’s edge. On the 
north side it is intended that the town shall include the tract 
from Framnoesodden, past Frydenlund, and up towards Taralds- 
vik, at the entrance to the Rombakken, and on the south side 
it will rise in terraces from Oscarsborg upwards to the foot of 
the Klevefjeld. 

So as to ensure due order, the State has already bought up 
nearly all the land which can be utilised for building purposes, 
and an officer of the Ordnance Survey Department travelled to 
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Narvik to mark out the town, and to draw up plans for sub- 
mission to the Government. These included not only Narvik 
but also Fagerness and Ankenoes, forming (on paper) a town 
capable of accommodating seven thousand inhabitants. 

At present the population of Narvik is small, about two hundred 
persons, including Frydenlund and Oscarsborg together. But 
in the spring it is expected that this will be considerably 
augmented. The construction of the railway will be com- 
menced by about 700 to 800 workmen; now about 150 a are 
employed, most of whom are further inland along the Rom- 
bakken. The mining company intends to commence the erec- 
tion of its quays, for which several hundred men will be re- 
quired, by which time it is hoped that the plans for roads, &., 
will be passed by the authorities, so that the laying out of the 
. streets and building of houses may be commenced. 

At present it is next to impossible to buy a plot of land, and 
those who have land left cannot build with the hope of their 
house being left undisturbed, from fear of having it half a 
metre out of the proper line of the street. But temporary struc- 
tures, without cellar or foundation, are rising one after the 
other, consisting of a single or double thickness of } or 32-inch 
planks, and usually a layer of felt cardboard. 

House rents are dear, especially for shops. Many tradesmen 
have already started business, and more are expected as soon 
as they can get a dwelling; but they have to pay Christiania 
rents, and even higher. 

Oscarsborg is already laid out as in the finer part of the town, 
and there a poor shop with a small office cannot be expected for 
under one thousand kroner, about 55/., per annum. Living 
apartments are also dear. 

Everything appears to be awaiting the approval of the plans 
of the town by the Government. As soon as this is done the 
work of street-making, house-building, laying-on of water 
supply, draining the marshes, and levelling of boulders will 
begin, affording work, it is thought, for thousands of men. 
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X.—SHIPPING BOUNTIES IN FRANCE. 


The Parliamentary Committee appointed by the French 
Minister of Commerce in July, 1897, in obedience to a resolution 
of the Chamber of Deputies, adopted 1st December, 1896, for 
the purpose of considering the question of the encouragement 
of the French mercantile marine and of recommending the best 
measures to be employed for the purpose, has recently made its 
report, which is as follows :— 

The special Parliamentary Committee, appointed by virtue of 
a resolution passed by the Chamber of Deputies to study and 
recommend methods to encourage the mercantile marine, has 
made extensive investigations and entered into a complete 
review of the subject. 

The result of their inquiries and deliberations is that they 
consider the present condition of the French mercantile marine 
a critical one, especially in regard to its ability to successfully 
compete with that of other nations. This is notably the case 
with steamships. Its relative inferiority, already demonstrated, 
becomes more and more apparent each day, and with each 
advancing stride made by the steamship lines of other foreign 
countries. 

This state of affairs, if prolonged, would lead to the most 
disastrous commercial, social, military, and political results ; 
and it is quite natural that the Government should give its 
attention to the best measures of remedying such a serious 
situation, the power to ameliorate which, from the very nature 
of things, can not emanate from private sources. 

The committee, after having examined into the various re- 
medies proposed, considers that the first and most important 
measure to take, in order to come to the aid of the mercantile 
marine, is to modify the Act of 30th January, 1893, by the 
following changes: — 

“ Article I—Article 5 of the law of 30th January, 1893, is 
modified as follows :— 

* As a compensation for the charges imposed upon merchant 
vessels, by making them practically schools for seamen, who at 
any and all times up to the age of 45 years, or those who have 
not performed twenty-five years of service, can be drafted into 
the national navy, a shipping bounty (compensation d’arme- 
ment) will be paid to all iron or steel seagoing vessels sailing 
under the French flag of more than 100 tons gross register, and 
which are less than twenty years old. : 

- “The shipping bounty for steamers is fixed as follows (per 
day when they are in commission and per gross registered ton) : 
For each ton up to 2,000 tons, 5 centimes; for each ton above 
2,000 up to 3,000 tons, 4 centimes; for each ton above 3,000 up 


to 4,000 tons, 3 centimes; for each ton above 4,000 tons, 2 cen- 
times. 
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“The shipping bounty for sailing ships is fixed per day the 
vessels are in commission, and per gross registered ton at half 
that allowed to steamers. 

“With the exceptions enumerated hereafter in the fourth 
article, the shipping bounty will be paid to all vessels registered 
before the expiration of the present law, until they are twenty 

ears old. 

“ Article 2.—Article 6 of the law of 30th January, 1893, is 
modified as follows :— 

“Tn order to develop the maritime industries of France, as a 
compensation for the charges imposed upon the merchant navy, 
and for the excessive cost of vessels built in France, a naviga- 
tion bounty (prime de navigation) will be paid to all steel or 
iron sea-going vessels, sailing under the French flag, constructed 
in France, measuring over 100 gross tons and less than fifteen 

ears old. 

“This bounty is fixed as follows: Per 1,000 miles sailed and 
by gross ton, calculated conformably to articles 1—12 of the 
decree of 24th May, 1873, and article 1 of the decree of 7th 
March, 1889 :— 

“(a) For steamers the bounty will be 1°70 franc for the first 
year, with an annual decrease commencing with the date of 
registration of the vessel of 4 centimes for the first period of 
five years; of 8 centimes during the second period of five years ; 
and of 16 centimes during the third and last period of five years. 
In any case, for vessels measuring more than 4,000 gross tons, 
the bounty will be decreased the first year 1 centime per 100 
tons or fraction of 100 tons above 4,000 tons, provided the 
initial sum will not fall below 1°50 franc. 

“(b) For sailing ships, the bounty will be 1°70 france for the 
first year, with an annual decrease of 6 centimes, commencing 
with the date of the registration of the vessel. 

“With the exceptions enumerated hereafter in Article 4, the 
bounty will be paid during fifteen years from the registration 
of the vessel to all ships constructed in France during the period 
of the present law. 

“The two bounties are not cumulative; the highest will only 
be paid. 

“ Article 3.—Ships engaged in the international coasting 
trade will receive the same shipping bounty (compensation 
d’armement) as oversea vessels. They will only receive two- 
thirds of the navigation bounty (prime de navigation) allowed 
to over-sea vessels, to be calculated as described in the article 
above. Ships which in the same voyage engage in international 
trade, and also in coasting trade between a French Mediter- 
ranean port and a French ocean port, a French English Channel 
port or a French port in the North Sea, or inversely, are entitled 
to the shipping bounty and navigation bounty for the time 
occupied, or the number of miles sailed when the ships are 
actually engaged in international trade; provided that the 
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total amount of merchandise taken in or discharged by them in 
foreign ports during the said voyage amounts to at least one- 
third of their net tonnage. 

“Oversea vessels, in going or returning, which may call at 
Port Said, are entitled to the bounties for the distance they 
may have sailed. 

* Article 4.—Are excepted from all participation in the two 
bounties :— 

“(a) Ships which obtain their French register after they are 
ten years old. 

“(b) Ships engaged in deep-sea and coast fishing, vessels sub- 
sidised by the Government, and yachts. 

“(c) Ships which are engaged exclusively in traffic reserved 
to French vessels only; also those which ply between French 
and foreign ports which are situated less than 120 miles apart. 

“(d) Ships engaged in traffic reserved to French vessels only, 
which call at foreign ports without discharging or taking on 
merchandise amounting to at least one-third of their net ton- 
nage. 

B Article 5.—Articles 5 and 6 of the present law, without 
change, will remain applicable for the duration of the law, to all 
vessels, whether of wood, iron, or steel, the owners of which 
claim the benefits of the said articles. 

“ Article 6.—The law of 30th January, 1893, modified by the 
changes above mentioned, will be continued in force for a period 
of twenty years, commencing from the date of the act which will 
make these modifications a part of the law. 

“The adoption of these changes will most certainly have, 
according to the unanimous opinion of the commission, the most 
happy results in developing our merchant industries. It is in 
this belief that the Commission submits its report to the Minister 
of Commerce, begging him to approve of the conclusions 
formed, and to use his great influence with the Ministry in 
insisting upon the necessity of prompt action.” 

With reference to the above law, the American Consul at 
Marseilles reports that the annual report of the Marseilles 
Chamber of Commerce to the Minister of Commerce has very 
recently made its appearance, the statistics covering the year 
1897. It appears from this report that the subject of the mer- 
cantile marine is just now being considered with much interest 
in France. The situation is stated to be far from 
reassuring. Comparison is made with statistics from 
other ports, notably Genoa, Antwerp, and Rotterdam, where 
the following gains of 1897 over 1896 are reported :—Genoa, 


516,000 tons; Antwerp, 646,000 tons; Rotterdam, 731,000 
tons. 


| 
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XI—CLEARANCE OF SHIPS AT HAVRE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office on the trade and shipping 
of Havre, H.M. Consul at that port states that, apart from the 
general question of the position and privileges of the official 
brokers at Havre, and of the fees levied by them for clearing 
ships at the Custom House, inquiries have been made during 
the past year as to whether it is possible, in certain circum- 
stances, for either the captain, if he should be conversant with 
the French language, or for a representative of the owner, to 
clear a ship without the intervention of a broker. 

The right of a captain, under certain conditions, to clear his 
own ship is not open to question. Two British steamers runnin 
from Cardiff to Havre with cargoes of coal have been cleare 
during the past year by their captains, and there is no reason 
why captains of other vessels engaged in the home trade should 
not follow these examples, provided that they are able to speak 
and write the French language correctly. One of the captains 
who was successful in clearing his ship was a native of Guernsey, 
and it may be possible for shipowners to employ more frequently 
natives of the Channel Islands as captains of the ships engaged 
in bringing coals from Cardiff and Newcastle to Havre. But in 
the case of ships engaged in the foreign carrying trade, the 
position is different, and no British vessel coming to Havre from 
an extra-European port, has yet succeeded in dispensing with 
the services of an official broker. The Custom House authori- 
ties require to be satisfied that the vessel has not, by touching 
at a European port during the voyage, made the cargo liable to 
the additional tax known as the Surtave d’Entrepét, and the 
unsupported evidence of the captain, even if he is able to speak 
French well, is not considered to be sufficient. 

An attempt was made in December, 1897, to dispense with 
the services of an official broker, but without success. The cap- 
tain of the British steamer “ Regimen,” from Alexandria with a 
cargo of beans, attended at the Custom House and claimed the 
right to clear his vessel. The captain, who had succeeded on a 
previous occasion in clearing his ship at Bordeaux, spoke French 
fluently, and produced the necessary documents drawn up by 
him in the French language. The director of the Customs at 
Havre declined to allow him to clear the ship himself, on the 
ground that the ship’s log-book had not been kept in French. 
The action, therefore, of the Customs authorities in insisting on 
a translation of the log-book compelled the captain to have 
recourse to the services of the sworn broker. The latter claimed 
that the translation conferred on him the right to charge full 
brokerage fees. To have contested this claim would have in- 
volved the ship in a lawsuit, and the captain decided that, in 
the circumstances, it would be in the interest of the owners to 
raise no further questions, but to let the ship be cleared by a 
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broker in the ordinary way. This was accordingly done, at a 
cost for brokerage of 34/. 10s. 

The right of a representative of the owner to clear a ship 
without the intervention of a broker exists in theory, but it is 
hampered by so many restrictions as to be practically valueless, 
and British owners have not thought it worth while to attempt 
to make use of it at Havre. The clerk charged to represent the 
owner must be attached exclusively to a foreign commercial 
house, and must be authorised to represent that house in all 
matters of business which it may have to settle in the French 
locality where the clerk resides. He must be furnished by the 
shipowner with a special and exclusive power of attorney, and 
must have a fixed domicile in the locality. The power of attorney 
may be signed before a public notary in England, but it must 
be drawn up in French, and authenticated by a French Consul. 

Even, however, if all these requirements have been fulfilled, 
it is by no means certain that the clerk will be able to clear the 
ship without the intervention of a broker. The Custom House 
authorities claim the right, in order to prove the mode of trans- 
port of the merchandise, to demand the production of the ship’s 
log-book, to require the captain to make a report on the voyage, 
and to insist on the captain’s report being corroborated by the 
verbal evidence of some of the crew. The report and the inter- 
rogatories must be interpreted orally by a sworn broker, and 
this would involve a claim on the part of the broker to full 
brokerage fees. 

All the obligations imposed on a resident clerk are equally 
applicable to a representative who may be at the same time part 
owner of the ship. 

The clearing of a ship at the Custom House is, to a sworn 
broker, a matter of a few hours’ work, and British shipowners 
naturally feel aggrieved at being compelled to pay the heavy 
brokerage fees charged at Havre, knowing as they do, that there 
is no corresponding tax on French vessels in British ports; but 
it should not be forgotten that, the French sworn brokers being 
officers of the Government, the shipowner has a guarantee which 
he does not possess elsewhere that his vessels are in safe hands. 
It must also be admitted that the brokers discharge their duties 
with efficiency and despatch, and that their assistance is useful 
in many ways to the captains of British ships—(Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,209.) 
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XII.—MINERAL PRODUCTION IN SPAIN IN 1898. 


The following memorandum based upon statistics published 
in the “ Revista Minera” concerning the output of coal, coke, 
and various other minerals in Spain has been received at the 
Board of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 

The coal and coke industry in Spain shows a rapid develop- 
ment during the last few years. During the year 1898 the 
production and importation of coal and coke amounted to 
4,063,893 tons, as compared with 4,005,485 tons in 1897, and 
deducting the exports, this left- 4,061,121 tons in 1898 and 
4,002,946 tons in 1897 for consumption in the country. This 
consumption, which in the year 1897 increased 9 per cent., 
remained stationary during last year. This is accounted for by 
the high price of coal, especially during the summer and the 
crisis in the textile industries, owing to the war and the loss of 
the Spanish colonies. 

The decrease in the importation of coal, caused by the high 
rates of exchange on foreign countries and the high prices in 
the coal trade, has been made up by the increased production 
of coal in Spain, which amounts to 22 per cent. 

The following table shows the production of coal in the 
provinces :— 


Increase + 
1897. 1898. on 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Asturias... swe pel 1,257,361 1,542,974 + 285,613 
Cordoba ... on abs 316,035 320,152 + 4,177 
Ciudad Real... 130,547 203,000 + 72,453 
Leon... 74,624 144,700 + 70,076 
Seville ... one 123,984 121,074 - 2,910 
Palencia... 91,918 102,900 + 10,982 
Gerona ... 24,931 32,000 + 7,069 
Total ... 2,019,40) 2,466,800 + 447,400 


The production of coke has remained much the same as 
during the previous year. 


Coke. 
—_ 1897, 1898, Increase. 
| Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Produced in Spain... a | 806,774 308,375 1,601 
Imported ... 214,763 231,467 16,704 
Consumption ...| 521,537 539,842 18,305 
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The following table gives the production in the different 
provinces :— 


| Increase + 
Provinces. | 1897, 1898. or 
Decrease — 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Asturias abe 139,166 132,070 — 17,096 
Viscaya ae 115,270 — 24,730 
Leon ... 2,014 29,230 + 27,216 
Cordoba 23,658 28,975 + 5,317 
Palencia 1,936 2,830 + 894 
Zotal 306,774 308,375 + 1,601 


The production of composite coal bricks in the various pro- 
vinces has been as follows :— 


Provinces. 1397. 1898. 
Asturias ... aa 121,953 145,693 
Palencia (Barruela and Orbo)... wee ve 73,652 72,540 
Seville (Reunion and Vallanueva) ... 75,183 67,693 
Cordoba ase 36,932 55,086 
Gerona (San Juan de las Abadesas) ... oe 24,894 80,000 
Leon (Vasco Leonesa) ... ne sie an 6,752 18,000 
Total 339,366 339,012 


This shows an increase of 49,646 tons over the output in the 
revious year. The principal factory is the Aller mines 

(124,200 tons), then the Barruela and Villanueva (Seville) with 
69,200 and 67,693 tons respectively. 

At the Vasco-Leonesa the composite is made of anthracite and 
coal mixed, and it is stated that new machinery is being put 
up to triplicate the present annual production. 

In the official statistics for 1897, the production of anthracite 
was only stated as 8,758 tons, siiteinad from the province of 
Cordoba. It really amounted to more than 40,000 tons produced 
in Asturias, Leon, and Cordoba. 

This year anthracite is also being produced in Palencia, by 
the Eukaro-Castellano Company in their Guardo mines. The 
increased production in the year 1898, as compared to the year 
1897, is calculated at 65 per cent. 

This increase is chiefly due to the Vasco-Leonesa Company, 
which produced in its mines in 1897 20,200 tons, and in 1898 
38,500 tons. It is stated that the anthracite of this company 
has a ready sale both for making gas and domestic use mixed 
with other coal. 

The production of anthracite in the different provinces has. 
been as follows :— 
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Provinces. Production. 
Tons. 
11,000 


The production of lignite, as well the consumption, has con- 
tinued to be very unimportant. The following table shows the 
production in the different provinces :— 


Provinces. 1897. 1898. 

Tons. Tons. 

Barcelona bee 17,463 19,300 

Balearic Islands 18,448 18,000 
Gerona, Huesca, Santander, Teruel and 

Total ... 54,232 59,800 


Other Mineral Products. 
Silver—Without counting the silver contained in the other 
classes of lead from which the silver had not been separated, 
argentiferous galena and other metals, the following can be 
given as the production of silver in the year 1898 :— 


Kilogrammes. 
Silver ingots is vas 114,000 
Silver in other metals... on nas 115,000 
Total ... 229,000 


Manganese—The production of manganese has continued to 
be limited to the district of Huelva, since the production in 
Oviedo, Teruel, and other provinces is insignificant. 

The whole produce is exported, and up to now, none has been 
used in native industries. 

Exportation of Manganese in 1898. 


Country of destination. Tons. 
Total ... 138,062 
Total in 1897 100,333 
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The production has therefore been increased 37 per cent. 
Quicksilver—The following table shows the production of 
quicksilver in Spain in the years 1897 and 1898 :— 


Mines. 1897, 1898. 
Flasks. Flasks. 
El Porvenir (Mineres) ... xs 1,600 1,450 
La Union Asturiana... one 472 450 
La Soterrana (Pola de Lena) ... ae oe 100 71 
Various in Asturias and Granada sa <i 554 540 
Total is 50,083 48,722 
Decrease ... 1,361 


Copper.—The following table shows the production of copper 
in Spain by the Rio Tinto Company :— 


Products. 1897, 1898. 

Tons. Tons. 
Copper mineral ... 1,388,026 1,465,380 
Broken pieces (cascara seca) ... ne ~ 19,505 18,722 
Sulphate of copper 3,914 4,481 


The Rio Tinto Company also produced 70,814 tons of pyrites 
without copper, 1,248 tons of argentiferous lead and 15,829 
tons of iron. 

Common Salt.—The production of common salt which had 
diminished in 1897 to 508,605 tons from 521,751 tons in 1896, 
must have continued to decrease, as the consumption remains 
the same, and the exportation was less than in the previous 
year, having been as follows : — 


Years. Tons. 


The salt mines of Ibiza and Torrevieja produced 80,000 tons 
and 85,000 tons respectively. 

Iron Pyrites—There has been a considerable increase in the 
production of iron pyrites during the year 1898, 260,016 tons 
having been exported from Huelva, against 217,545 tons in the 
year 1897. The Rio Tinto Company produced in the year 1898 
70,814 tons of pyrites without copper, there having been none 
produced in previous years. 

The following tables show the importations and exportations 


| 

if 

| 

| 


420 MINERAL PRODUCTION IN SPAIN IN 1898. | April 1899, 


during the last two years of the principal articles employed in 
the mineral and metallurgical industry :— 


Imports. 
1897, | 1898. 
Articles. 
Quantity, Value. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. £ Tons. £ 
| 1,633,333 | 1,767,438 | 1,215,554 | 1,296,551 
Coke ... ove one as 214,763 8,590 231,467 211,436 
eee one bs 23.324 73,739 28,352 105,211 
Petroleum ... ove we. 34,972 251,802 32,468 233,768 
Cast iron 1,855 5,194 1,575 5,041 
Moulded iron 13,558 114,208 — 
Iron and forged steel ma 24,037 294,538 2,583 22,727 
Tin plates 565 9,219 653 10,447 
Tin in pigs ... ee ome 923 73,871 834 65,184 
Kilos, Kilos. 
Gold bullion oon oes 268 37,520 2 280 
Silver bullion ov ave 243,540 1,268,376 152,364 792,296 
Tons. Tons. 
Nitrate of soda _ os 34,862 418,345 88,214 443,400 
Sulphur 6,310 25,776 5,664 27,191 
Alkaline carbonates nen 28,428 242,085 26,099 229,674 
Machinery and boilers... 5,640 270,776 3,625 179,847 
Exports. 
| 1897. | 1898. 
Articles. 
| Quantity. | Value. Quantity. | Value. 
Minerals. | Tons, | Tons. 
Tron... 6,884,588 2,636,012 6,478,488 
Copper 822,570 ‘1,122,696 912,288 | 1,240,564 
Zinc... 41,040 | 70,624 65,333 109,996 
Lead... 8,267 | 92,519 7,327 81,593 
Manganese ... 95,756 | 218,324 138,062 314,781 
Antimony ... 20 235 50 600 
Common salt 235,871 141,523 219,301 131,540 
Coal... 2,539 2,659 2,772 2,976 
Iron pyrites 217,545 | 118,887 260,016 124,807 
Metals. | 
Cast iron... 48,612 | 122,155 46,129 147.611 
Copper 
Pieces ... | 36,055 1,153,618 31,574 1,010,361 
ove | 15,432 321,000 17,260 359,000 
Lea... 171,774 2,024,400 179,885 2,203,142 
| Kilos. Kilos. 
Quicksilver... | 1,752,325 287,258 1,741,992 376,270 
Gold bullion oo ove 265 | 88,200 413 59,480 
Silver bullion bee 65,145 338,754 64,233 339,234 


| 
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XIII.—THE COTTON INDUSTRY OF BRITISH INDIA. 


It appears from official returns issued by the India Office 
that there were at work in India, at the end of 1897-98, 160 
cotton mills (besides three not working during the year), con- 
taining 36,946 looms and 4,210,756 spindles. They employed 
a daily average number of 148,435 persons, of whom 95,962 
were men, 26,114 women, 15,789 young persons, and 10,570 
children. The nominal capital of the mills, as far as this infor- 
mation has been furnished, is returned at about Rx. 14,449,000; 
but there is no return of the capital of eight mills worked by 
private proprietary, and probably the whole capital invested in 
this industry may be taken to be in excess of Rx. 15 millions. 


Of the 163 mills, 114 are in the Bombay Presidency, 70 of 
these being in the town and island of Bombay. There are ten 
mills in Bengal, all in the vicinity of Calcutta; eleven in 
Madras, of which four are in the town of Madras; six in the 
North-Western Provinces, of which four are at Cawnpore ; 
four in the Panjab, of which three are at Delhi; one at Indore ; 
six in the Central Provinces; one in Ajmere-Merwara; three 
in Hyderabad (Nizam’s Territory); one in Berar; two in 
Mysore; three in the French Settlement of Pondichery; and 
one in Travancore. The Bombay Presidency possesses 70 per 
cent. of the whole number of mills in India, 70 per cent. of the 
spindles, and 78 per cent. of the looms. Fourteen mills with 
2,643 looms and 204,498 spindles are situated in Native States 
and in French-Indian Territory. All but twenty-three of the 
cotton mills in India are owned and worked by joint-stock com- 
panies. These twenty-three mills are privately owned; namely, 
two in Bengal, two in the North-Western Provinces, one in the 
Panjab, fourteen in the Bombay Presidency (including those at 
Baroda and Morvi) and one each at Madras, Pondichery, Quilon, 
and Indore. 


The consumption of cotton by the Indian mills in the year is 
estimated to have amounted to 1,301,000 bales of 400 lbs. each, 
or say, 4,646,000 ewt. 

The industry dates from 1851, when the first mill was started. 
The following figures exhibit the progress made in the construc- 
tion and extension of mills in the last twelve years. The 
number of mills has increased by 181 per cent. in the last 
twenty years, and their working capacity has been proportion- 
ately augmented, the number of looms having increased by 
184 per cent., and of spindles by 193 per cent. The number of 
persons employed has increased by 275 per cent. in the last 
nineteen years 
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Persons' 
— Mills. Looms. Spindles, employed. 

1886-87 90 16,926 2,202,602 72,590 
1887-88 See = = 97 18,840 2,375,739 80,515 
1888-89 108 22,156 2,670,022 92,126 
1889-90 114 22,078 2,934,637 99,224 
1890-91 = 125 23,845 3,197,740 111,998 
1891-92 127 24,670 3,268,524 117,922 
1892-93 owe 130 26,317 3,378,303 120,898 
1893-94 137 29,392 3,539,681 130,570 
1894-95 143 34,161 3,711,669 139,578 
1895-96 147 37,278 3,844,307 146,244 
1896-97 eve ooo oes 154 37,303 3,975,719 148,997 
1897-98 163 36,946 4,210,756 148,435 


Coincidently with the imposition, in December, 1894, of an 
import duty on cotton yarns and textile fabrics, an excise duty 
was imposed on yarns of counts above No. 20 spun in the Indian 
mills. This arrangement was modified in January, 1896, by the 
exemption of yarns and the subjection to excise duty of woven 
fabrics, which since that date have been assessed to duty at the 
rate of 3} per cent. ad valorem. 

The law under which the duty was imposed provided that each 
owner or agent of a cotton mill should make a monthly return 
of the production of yarn and woven goods in his mill. 

Production of Yarn.—tThe statistics thus obtained show the 
total production of yarn in the mills in India, as far as reported, 
for the last three years to have been :— 


No. 20 and lower Counts above 
counts, No. 20. Total. 
| | 
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs, 
1895-96 ... eee 390,493,684 41,858,436 432,352,120 
1896-97... 367,884,351 55,300,476 423,184,827 
1897-98 ... wee 400,052,977 62,542,853 462,595,830 


In all provinces there was an increase in production in 1897- 
98. The general result for all India (including such of the 
native States as have imposed excise duties on cotton manu- 
factures, but excluding the mills in the French-Indian Posses- 
sions, for which there are no returns) is also an increase in the 
out-turn of 9°3 per cent. 


The spinning of yarn is in a large degree confined to Bombay, 
the mills of that province producing 70 per cent. of the quan- 
tity produced in all India. Bengal produced a little over 9 per 
cent., Madras a little over 7 per cent., the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Ajmere-Merwara nearly 6 per cent., and the Central 
Provinces about 4 per cent. Elsewhere the production is as yet 


very limited. 
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The production of yarn in the Bombay mills has been as 
follows :— 


1895-96... 320,400,000 Ibs. 
1896-97... 302,300,000 _,, 
1897-98... ‘ 324,600,000 _,, 


The figures show the effect on the industry of the plague 
which was epidemic in Bombay and in its vicinity from Septem- 
ber, 1896. Production declined appreciably in the third quarter 
of 1896-97, and in the fourth quarter the yarn spun was less than 
half the production in any of the previous three quarters. But, 
notwithstanding the interruption to work caused by the epi- 
demic, the result at the end of the year was that the total out- 
turn was not quite 6 per cent. short of that of 1895-96. With 
the abatement of the epidemic the industry recovered in the 
second quarter of 1897-98, and although there was a recrudes- 
cence of the disease in the third quarter of the year the improve- 
ment was fairly maintained in the last two quarters. The total 
out-turn for 1897-98 is 7°4 per cent. more than in 1896-97, and 
is slightly in excess of the out-turn of 1895-96. 

Another noticeable fact is that the production of yarn of 
counts higher than number 20 is as much as 62} million Ibs., 
being 13 per cent. of the whole production. In Bengal, the 
North-Western Provinces, and the Panjab, the mills spin hardly 
any yarn above number 20, yarn of that count and lower num- 
bers representing from 97 to 98 per cent. of the whole produc- 
tion. In Bombay, however, the spinning of the higher counts 
(above 20) is 16 per cent. of the whole, in the Central Provinces 
it is 14 per cent., in Berar and Native States 15 per cent., and 
in Madras about 10 per cent. 

Production of Woven Goods.—The production of woven goods 
during the last two years has been as in the following table :— 


1896-97. 1897-98. 
Provinces, ‘ | 
Grey ther rey ther | 
Goods, | Goods. Total. Goods, wees, Total. 
lbs. Ibs. Ibs. | Ibs. Ibs. 
Madras... 4,897,099) 888,070] 5,285,169) 4,192,506 1,128,275) 5,320,781 


Bombay ... 67,174,303 6,307,261 73,481,564 
Bengal 277,305 4,966] 282,271 53,668 9,598 63,266 
North - Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh 
(including Ajmere| | 
and Merwara) ...| 2,888,824) ... 2,888,824|| 8,042,991) ... 3,042,991 
Panjab 878,146 873,146 1,007,519, 14 1,007,533 
Central Provinces ...| 3,990,849}1,071,033) 5,061,882) 4,484,336 625,956) 5,110,292 
Berar and Native 
States (Indore, My- 
sore, Baroda, and 
Nandgaon) 1,500,069} 17,677) 1,517,746) 3,179,840 


81,384) 3,261,224 


| 
Total... 91,287,651 
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Weaving is concentrated in the Bombay mills to an even 
greater degree than spinning, the mills of that province produc- 
ing 80 per cent. of the whole quantity woven in the Indian 
mills. Madras and the Central Provinces produce each about 
6 per cent. of the whole, and the North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh and Berar and Native States between 3 and 4 per cent. 
In the Bengal mills there is practically no weaving done yet. 

The efiects of plague and famine on the weaving done in the 
Bombay mills are as conspicuous as they are in the case of 
spinning, though the decline in the production was not so large. 

The goods woven are mainly grey (unbleached) goods, repre- 
senting over 91 per cent. of the whole production. 

The proportion of woven goods other than grey goods was 
highest in Madras, where it increased last year to 21 per cent. 
In the Central Provinces the proportion was 12 per cent., and 
in Bombay nearly 9 per cent. 

The gross amount of excise duty realised under the Cotton 
Duties Act, IT. of 1896, from the cotton mills in British India 
during 1897-98 was Rx. 116,627, against Rx. 112,195 in 1896- 
97. The amount realised in the Bombay Presidency alone was 
Rx. 96,045, or 82 per cent. of the whole. 


XTV.—PRODUCTION OF COAL, TRON, LEAD AND 
SALT IN GERMANY IN 1898. 


The following table, compiled from figures supplied to the 
Foreign Office through H.M. Embassy in Berlin, shows the 
production of coal, iron, lead, and salt in Germany in the years 


1897 and 1898 :—- 


1897 1898 

| 

| Quantity. | Velue. Quantity. Value. 

| 

| Metric Tons. £ Metric Tons. £ 
Coal 91,054,982 | 32,446,937 96,279,992 35,512,848 
Lignite ... 29,419,503 | 3,312,528 | 31,648,498 3,667,973 

Tons. Tons. 
Tron Ores | 15,465,979 3,004,384 15,893,246 3,040,431 
Pig Iron ... 6,864,405 17,469,088 | 7,215,927 18,715,128 
Lead 118,881 | 1,432,027 | 132,742 1,711,121 
543,272 606,825 565,683 623,217 
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XV.—-FOREIGN TRADE OF JAPAN. 


The following totals relating to the foreign trade of Japan 
during the past two years, taken from the Customs Returns, 
have been published in the ‘Japan Weekly Mail” :— 


—- | 1898, 1897. | Increase. ~ 
| Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Exports ... ve eee! 168,662,804 | 163,135,077 2,527,227 
Imports ... 276,996,526 219,300,771 57,695,755 
Total kaa a 442,658,830 382,435,818 | 60,222,982 
{ 


The total growth of the trade is the largest on record, the 
nearest approximation being the growth shown in 1894 as com- 
pared with 1893, namely, 52,758,011 yen. But in the year | 
1894 the increase was tolerably evenly divided between exports 
and imports, the increment in the case of the former being 24 
millions, and the increment in the case of the latter 29 millions 
in round numbers. In 1898, on the contrary, exports showed a 
development of only 2} millions, whereas imports increased by 
574 millions. These facts, however, must not be taken without 
analysis. Japan’s export trade is made up of raw products and 
manufactured goods, in the proportion of 5 to 3, approximately, 
as seen in the following table :— 


— | 1898, | 1897. 

| Yen. Yen. 
Export of raw products... 106,197,206 117,771,682 
Export of manufactured goods ... a 59,465,098 45,363,445 


It appears, therefore, that, whereas the export of raw pro- 
duets fell off by 114 million yen, that of manufactured goods 
inereased by 14 millions. Indeed, of the 12 chief staples making 
up the export trade in manufactured goods, only one failed to 
increase, namely, carpets, which fell from 973,871 yen in 1897 
to 850,879 yen in 1898. Nothing is more interesting in Japan’s 
foreign trade than the steady development of manufactured 
goods. The following table gives the figures for 1898, 1897, 
and 1889, so as to show not only the growth in the past year, 
but also the growth that has taken place in a decade : — 
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— 1898. 1897. 1889. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Habutaye ... eee :12,055,506 9,530,676 |) go4 
Other silk piece goods... 573,551 186,040 | f ’ 
Silk handkerchiefs... 3,555,144 3,390,146 2,104,459 
Cotton piece goods... ... 2,691,507 2,512,376 143,574 
cathe 850,871 973,871 54,214 
Matches oon one 6,273,572 5,641,993 1,137,951 
Fiowered matting ... A Pe 3,938,218 1,232,738 166,883 
Cotton yarns 13,490,157 
Porcelain and pottery... 1,989,545 1,819,068 1,449,888 
Straw braid... 5,981,125 3,181,915 146,847 
Umbrellas... ... 687,196 628,057 26,928 
59,465,048 45,363,445 6,524,540 


It thus appears that the exported value of these twelve 
staples of manufacture increased nine-fold in a decade. 
The “Japan Weekly Mail,” from which the above is 
taken, says that it would appear from these figures that 
Japan’s future will probably be industrial. On the other hand, 
the export of raw products is made up of seven principal staples, 
namely, silk, tea, rice, copper, coal, camphor, and marine pro- 
ducts. The last, marine products, may be capable of great 
development. It is, perhaps, one of the fields where foreign 
enterprise and foreign capital might be profitably employed, 
but its growth during the past decade has been insignificant. 
Taking the other six staples, the following table shows the value 
of the exports :— 


— 1898, 1897. | 1889, 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Silk ee ae 44,673,342 58,683,102 29,250,052 
Tea = 8,215,991 7,860,460 6,156,728 
Rice 5,919,230 6,145,249 7,434,653 
Copper ... - 7,267,074 5,776,774 2,879,335 
Coal ; 15,229,969 11,545,801 2,337,804 
Oamphor ... 1,174,574 1,318,292 1,391,371 
Total «..| 82,480,180 91,329,678 49,449,943 


The rate of development in this branch of the export trade 


does not bear comparison with the rate shown above in the 
case of manufactured products ; the rate for the principal staples 
of raw products being less than 2 to 1, and that for the manu- 
factured products more than 9 to 1. Further, the items that 


make up the list do not seem to suggest any prospect of large 
increment hereafter. Tea, rice, and camphor may be set aside 
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at once: tea because the market for it is limited, and shows no 
sign of growing; rice because the domestic demand will pro- 
bably keep the quotation at such a point that profitable export 
will be impossible; and camphor because, whatever 
Japan’s produce might become under careful husband- 
ing, it tends at present, and has for many years tended, to 
diminish rather than to increase. With regard, then, to the 
remaining three staples, the figures for silk seem, at first sight, 
encouraging. It used to be thought, indeed, that an almost 
unlimited field offered for the export of Japanese silk; but of 
late China, with her newly-established filatures and her origin- 
ally better product, has become a powerful competitor, and 
there is now reason not only to modify the hopes once enter- 
tained for the Japanese staple, but even to apprehend that it 
may be partly driven out of the arena. At all events, the trade 
in raw silk is shown by experience to be a delicate business, 
and the annual fluctuations are very heavy, as seen in the follow- 
ing table :— 


Export of raw silk during the past 5 years. 


Yen. Millions. 
1894 ... ove see 42,892,751 Increase .......0. 11} 
1895... aes 50,928,440 Increase 8 
007. «.. 58,683,102 Increase .......0 27 
1898 ... 44,673,342 Decrease 14 


Apparently the export of this staple reached its maximum in 
1897. As for coal, it shows a substantial increase—from 2} 
million yen in 1889 to 15} millions in 1898. But the growth of 
manufacturing industry in Japan will involve a correspondingly 
increased domestic consumption of coal, so that the portion 
available for export will become more and more limited. It is 
supposed that Japan is not rich in coal. New seams may be 
discovered, but experts allege that, even at her present rate of 
extracting the mineral, a fifty years’ supply is not in sight. 
Coal, then, can not be regarded as a considerably expanding 
staple of export. Copper alone remains, and the same remark 
applies to it, that the sources of supply are comparatively small. 
On the whole it can not be said that the future of the export 
trade in raw materials offers an encouraging prospect. The 
great hope seems to lie in manufactured products. 

It might be supposed that the remarkablé increase of imports, 
namely, 57} million yen, was in anticipation of the high rates 
imposed by the new tariff, which went into operation from the 
beginning of this year. But, whatever the influence of that 
factor may have been, it does not make itself conspicuously 
apparent in the returns. Here are the figures for the regular 
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staples which ought to be chiefly affected by an appreciation of 
import duties :— 


1898. 1897. 


Yen. Yen. 
Cotton yarns 8,547,588 9,625,258 


Shirtings ... 7,082,427 5,835,347 
Other cotton goods 2,458,090 2,474,023 
Camlets... ove rs 4,398,427 3,835,881 
Flannel... oe 1,360,283 1,187,656 
Woollen cloth 2,803,918 1,943,532 


The total increase under these headings does not exceed 2} 
million yen. It is to the following imports that the greater 
part of the growth in the returns must be attributed :— 


1898, 1897. 


Yen. Yen. 

Raw cotton we 45,744,899 43,620,214 

48,204,197 21,528,429 
2,698,039 969,360 


These five articles account for 32 millions of the increase. 
Among them rice is the most remarkable. The import of rice 
under normal circumstances ranges from 4 to 6 millions of yen, 
but the exceptionally bad harvests of 1896 and 1897 created an 
extraordinary demand which will, of course, disappear in the 
face of the fine yield for 1898. Should the rice crop in the 
current year be of average quality, it may be anticipated that, 
under this heading alone, the imports for 1899 will show a 
diminution of fully 40 million yen. 


| 
| 
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XVI—CONCESSIONS FOR RAILWAYS IN MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
particulars relating to concessions and contract for railways in 
Yucatan (South-Eastern Mexico), as follows :— 

The concession for railways authorises the construction of the 
following railroads :— 

1. From Peto to the Bay of Espiritu Santo, with a branch to 
the Bay of Acension. This line will be approximately 190 
kilometres long, of which the main line will have 165, and the 
branch 26. 

2. From Valladolid to a point on the line from Peto to the 
Bay of Espiritu Santo. This line will be about 58 kilometres 
in length. 

3. From a point on the line of Peto to the Bay of Espiritu 
Santo, to the ae of the River Hondo, the frontier of Belize, 
about 196 kilometres. Total length of lines, 443 kilometres. 

The company has to begin work within two years from the 
date of the concession, and has to construct fifty kilometres in 
the first four years, counting from the same date; but it has a 
period of twelve years to construct all the lines. The railways 
will have a gauge of 914 millimetres, being the same width as 
that of Peto and Valladolid. 

By a decree of the Government of the 2nd July, 1898, the 
periods to which this concession is subject will be counted from 
this same date. 

To facilitate the work of the company, the Government has 
contracted the following :— 

1. To place detachments of soldiers in the necessary places to 
protect the works of the company, but five months’ notice must 
be given before such works commence. 

2. To open to the foreign and coasting trade the ports on the 
coast of Yucatan and the frontier of Belize, at which the rail- 
ways terminate. 

3. To free all ships consigned to the company of port, ton- 
nage, and lighthouse dues for twenty years. 

4. To free all the victuals for the employés and fodder for the 
animals employed by the company from any import tax during 
the period of construction. 

5. To pay a subvention of $5,000 per kilometre of railway, in 
bonds for land, which lands will be given to the company at the 
price of the tariff in force, taking them in the States of Yucatan 
and Campeche, being either from the national lands or the un- 
appropriated lands which may be surveyed at any time, or 
those parts which may be found undeclared, the Government 
also obliging itself to reserve all the lands necessary for the 
payment of the subvention. 

_The concession for the railways also contains all the con- 
ditions and advantages which have been conceded to other eom- 
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panies of this kind, in the latest contracts made by the Govern- 
ment. 

The concession for surveying authorises the survey and 
measurement of the unappropriated lands, or those parts which 
may be found undeclared to the west of a line which, leaving 
the northern coast of Yucatan, passes through the limits of 
Motul and Temax, touches the city of Sotula, passes through the 
centre of Lake Chichan Kanab, and ends at the mouth of the 
river Hondo in the Bay of Chetumal. 

As the concession only concedes a period of three months 
within which the work of surveying is to be begun, this has 
already been started, but the company has a period of three 
years to satisfactorily finish the work. 

As a compensation for the expenses of the survey, the com- 

y will receive a third part of the land surveyed, reserving 
the other two-thirds to be applied for the payment of the sub- 
vention for the railways. 

The union of the two enterprises, of the construction of rail- 
ways and survey of lands, assure the happy result of both, as 
only in this way would the company be in position to guarantee 
to its shareholders that the Federal Government has at its dis- 
position the lands to pay the subvention, and that these be 
situated in the places which suit the company. 

On the other hand, as the construction of the railways will 
give a great value to the lands through which they pass, the 
’ company will be the first to benefit, as owner of the lands, by 
the advantages which the railways will bring. 


XVIL.—THE OPENING UP OF THE SOUDAN. 


Lord Cromer, in a report on Egypt just issued by the Foreign 
Office, writes at length on the opening up of the Soudan to 
civilisation and trade. The following article is a summary of 
his principal statements :— 

Almost immediately after the battle of Omdurman, a sum 
of £E. 300,000 was granted from the Special Reserve Fund in 
order to enable the railway to be continued from the Atbara to 
opposite Khartoum. The distance is 187 miles. 

On the 13th February about 50 miles of bank had been made, 
and some 15 miles of rails laid. Progress has been delayed by 
the necessity of making a somewhat extensive cutting and 
erecting a long stretch of stone bank at a spot about 40 miles 

‘south of the Atbara. 

The substructure of the permanent bridge, and the manu- 
facture and placing in position of the cylinders is in the hands 
of an Italian contractor. It is anticipated that this work will 
be completed before the superstructure can reach the Atbara. 
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In giving the order for this bridge, the time of delivery was 
even a more important consideration than price. An English 
firm offered to deliver the work in six and a half months at a 
cost of 10,4907. The price tendered by an American firm was 
6,500/. for delivery in forty-two days. The American offer was, 
therefore, 

These facts may admit of some explanation, but would appear, 
however, to merit the attention of bridge-builders in Great 
Britain. The officer who managed this business writes: ‘In 
my opinion the American firms gain time in keeping to fixed 
standards, either in locomotives or in bridges, consequently 
having all their drawings, patterns, &c., always at hand, they 
are able to begin work at once. In England, everyone seems to 
have special designs, which take time in working out, and in 
most cases they have to send out for rolling, &., whereas these 
large American firms are independent of everyone, and the 
rolling mills, as well as other machinery, are in their own 
hands. 

It cannot be doubted that railways constitute perhaps the 
greatest want of the Soudan. Nevertheless, in this, as in other 
matters, it is desirable to proceed with deliberation. 

The first question to decide is what direction the railway 
should take, and which, amongst various projects which may be | 
supported by more or less valid arguments, calls most urgently 
for prompt exertion. 

There is water communication, which is free at all seasons of 
the year, between Khartoum and Fashoda. <A railway connect- 
ing these two points would necessarily compete with river 
transport. The construction of this line is not, therefore, a 
matter of urgency. 

It is not only probable, but almost certain, that sooner or 
later railway communication will be established between the 
Nile Valley and the coast of the Red Sea. At first sight, the 
most obvious course to pursue would seem to be to connect 
Suakin and Berber. The construction of this line has, in fact, 
often been suggested. So long as the Dervishes remained in 
possession of Berber it was clear that aay discussion on this 
subject was premature. This obstacle is now removed. The 
question may, therefore, be considered on its own merits. 

The line from Suakin to Berber has never yet been properly 
surveyed, neither has any trustworthy estimate been made of 
its cost. It is certain that throughout its course it will pass 
through nothing but a long tract of almost waterless desert. 
The most competent authorities on this quéstion are of opinion 
that connection with the Red Sea vid Abu Haraz, Gedarif, and 
Kassala to some spot on the coast, although relatively circuitous, 
is to be preferred to the direct route from Suakin to Berber. 
The establishment of connection with the Red Sea, though 
obviously desirable, is not of such immediate importance as the 
execution of an alternative project. 
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There can, indeed, be no doubt of the direction in which 
railway extension is most urgently required. The territories 
about the upper waters of the Blue Nile were styled by Sir 
Samuel Baker, who visited this region many years ago, as “ the 
granary of the Soudan.” All recent accounts confirm this view. 
A short time ago almost famine prices ruled at Omdurman, 
whilst at Gedarif grain was so plentiful as to be well-nigh un- 
saleable. In February last the price was P.T. 160 (1/. 12s. 6d.) 
per ardeb (300 Ibs.) at Omdurman, and P.T. 22 (4s. 6d.) per 
ardeb at Gedarif. At the latter place the price is expected to 
fall to P.T. 10 (2s.) when the new crop, which is almost ripe, is 
harvested. 

It may be added that Kassala is now being supplied with 
grain from Gedarif, the current price being P.T. 48 (9s. 10d.) 
per ardeb. When the Kassala crop is gathered, it is expected 
that the price there will fall to P.T. 22 (4s. 6d.) per ardeb. 

Tt would appear to be desirable, as soon as the railway reaches 
Khartoum, to make arrangements for its extension to Abu 
Haraz, with a view ultimately to reaching Gedarif. The dis- 
tance is 122 miles, or, following the windings of the river, about 
1453 miles. The line has not yet been surveyed, but it is be- 
lieved that no great engineering difficulties will have to be 
encountered. 

It is hoped that the railway to Khartoum will be finished by 
the end of the year 1899, and that it will be possible to arrange 
for the extension to Abu Haraz in 1900. 

With regard to commercial enterprise in these parts, for the 
time ‘being the Soudan is closed; even that portion of the 
country which is already conquered is only just beginning to 
settle down into tranquility, and it is to be feared that, for some 
time to come, trade will be a good deal hampered by difficulties 
of transport, even where railway communication has already 
been established. A defective system of railway management, 
the unfortunate break of gauge at Luxor, the ever-increasing 
demand for transport due to the growing trade of Egypt, and 
the special demands arising from the necessity of transporting 
a large quantity of material both to the Soudan for the con- 
struction of the line to Khartoum and to Assouan, where the 
reservoir is being built; all these causes have contributed to 
strain the resources of the Railway Administration to the 
utmost. Fresh rolling-stock has been ordered, but for a while 
considerable delays may occur in sending goods to the Soudan. 
As regards the export trade, abundance of transport exists. 
Most of the trucks running northwards are empty. 

It is probable that the area of land under cultivation in the 
Soudan admits of considerable extension. At present only a 
mere fringe on either bank of the river is cultivated, the water 
being supplied by water-wheels (sakias). Even this fringe has 
considerably decreased in extent under the withering influence 
of Dervish rule. There used formerly to be 3,000 sakias between 
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the Atbara and Khartoum. It is stated that there are now not 
more than seventy, if there are so many. 

A considerable capital outlay on canals would be necessary 
in order to increase the cultivable area to any great extent. 
Before anything of this sort is, however, undertaken, the 
matter will require very careful examination. In the first 
place, the opinions of competent hydraulic engineers must be 
obtained as to the effect which would be produced on the water 
supply of Egypt by the execution of any extensive irrigation, 
schemes in the Soudan. 

The want of population is also a very serious difficulty. The 
population of the Soudan was probably at no time very dense. 
It is now extremely sparse. The country between the Atbara 
and Khartoum, which is inhabited by the Jaalin tribe, has been 
almost depopulated. Metemmeh was formerly one of the trade 
centres of the Soudan. The ruins of the town are sufficient to 
show that it must have been inhabited by a numerous popula- 
tion. It is said that it now contains 160 men and over 1,000 
women. Almost the whole adult male population was 
massacred by the Dervishes. 

The Soudanese are described as a far less industrious people 
than the Egyptians, and though the difficulties arising from 
these and other causes will probably be eventually overcome 
yet, in considering the future of the Soudan, it is as well to bear 
them in mind. 

The Soudan telegraph system south of Khartoum will be 
extended up the east bank of the Blue Nile to Abu Haraz. 
Thence a branch line will be carried to Gedarif, which will be 
connected with Kassala. 

A second line will run from Abu Haraz to Sennaar, the Blue 
Nile being crossed by means of a cable. From Sennaar the 
line will run to Abba Island on the White Nile, and thence 
up the river to Fashoda and the Sobat. 

These extensions will require about 1,000 miles of wire. The 
greater portion of the wire has been already sent to the Soudan. 
Work is proceeding on the Kassala-Gedarif section. 

An arrangement has been made as to the rates to be charged 
on through telegrams passing over the Soudanese and Egyptian 
lines in the event of telegraphic communication being esta- 
blished with South Africa. 
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XVIIIL—SUPPLEMENTARY TARIFF CONVENTION 
BETWEEN GERMANY AND JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of the Supplementary Convention recently concluded be- 
tween Germany and Japan, by which the ad valorem rates of 
Customs duty, established in virtue of the German-Japanese 
Commercial Treaty, have nearly all been converted into specific 
rates. A few ad valorem rates, however, still remain. 

In connection with the following table, reference may be 
made to the column headed “Conventional Rates fixed by 
Treaties between Japan and other Powers,” contained in the 
statement at pages 546-563 of the issue of the Journal for 
November last, to which statement the information given below 
may be taken as supplementary :— 


No. Articles. | Duty. 
1 | Cotton tissues— Yen, 
Velvets and velveteen “a aes sq. yard | 0,041 

2 Cotton tissues of all kinds, not otherwise mentioned | 


in this Tariff, pure cotton or mixed with flax, hemp, | 
or other spinning material, including wool—cotton, 
however, predominating— | 
ills ... 


Drills . sq. yard | 0.016 
Handkerchiefs in the piece... eee eee » | 0.011 
Prints ... . 0,032 


Sateens, plain, figured or printed, brocades, Italians, 


and figured shirtings ... oon sq. yard | 0.017 
Shirtings, dyed ove ” 0.013 

white or bleached ose 0.010 
Turkey red cambrics... eee ” 0.012 
Victoria lawns 0,006 


eee ” 
All other sorts of pure cotton tissues, and all tissues of 
cotton mixed with flax, hemp or other fibre, including 
wool, the cotton, however, predominating in weight, 
not specially provided for in this Tariff ad valorem | 
Note.—It is expressly understood that ready-made 
clothing and other made-up articles are not included | 
under the heading of Cotton Tissues. 


10 per cent, 


3 | Lead, pig, ingot and slab a ore per 100 catties 0.316 
Chemicals and Drugs— 
5 Subnitrate of bismuth ose 0°206 
6 Bromide— 
(a) of potash... 0093 


(6) all other kinds ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
7 uinine... one ose 8 
8| Chlorate of potash... 100 catties 2267 
9 ynamite oe coe ove catty 0° 
10 Iodide of potash o ove .. ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
0°490 


Nitrate of potash (saltpetre) per 100 catties 
12 Salicylic acid ... ss. valorem | 10 per cent. 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Wire— Yen, 
13 Telegraph wire— 
(a) Telegraph or galvanized wire of iron or mild 
steel, per 100 catties ... 0°256 
(6) All other telegraph wire ... «. @d valorem | 5 per cent, 
14 Other than telegraph wire— 
(a) Iron and mild steel wire, and small rod of iron 
and mild steel, not exceeding } inch in dia- 
meter... per 100 catties 0°503 
(0) Steel (other than mild steel) wire, and small rod 
of steel (other than mild steel), not exceeding 
} inch in diameter ose per 100 catties 1:819 
Note.—By the term “ mild steel” as used in this Tariff 
is understood mild steel manufactured by the Siemens, 
Bessemer, Basic, or similar processes, and approximating 
in value to iron of the same class in this Tariff. 
Tron, mild steel and steel— 
15 Pig and ingot : 
(a) Of iron and mild steel... per 100 catties 0.083 
= wi (0) Of steel (other than mild steel) ad valorem | 5 per cent. 
ils : 
(a) Of iron and mild steel... per 100 catties 0.129 
(0) Of steel (other than mild steel) ad valorem | 6 per cent. 
Bars, rods, plates, and sheets— 
17 Of iron and mild steel : 
(a) Bar and rod, exeeeding } om in diameter, 
per 100 catties ... 0.261 
(0) Plate and sheet ° “per 100 catties 0.296 
18 Of steel (other than mild steel) ad valorem | 74 per cent. 
19 Sheet, galvanized, both plain and corrugated— 
(a) Of iron and mild steel ... per 100 catties 0.740 
(6) Of steel (other than mild steel) ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
20 Tinned plates— 
Of iron and mild steel : 
(a) Ordinary se see per 100 catties 0.691 
(6) Crystallized @d valorem | 10 per cent. 
Of steel (other than mild steel) ” 10 
21 Pipes and tubes nee a 10 ” 
22 | Railway carriages for passengers and parts thereof + 5 5 
23 | Iron and mild steel nails, also wire nails, including spikes, 
sprigs, and brads— 
per 100 catties 0.573 
(b) Galvanized . ... ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
24 | Iron and mild steel screws bolts, and nuts, plain and 
galvanized ad valorem | 10 ” 
Window-glass, ordinary— 
25 Uncoloured and unstained ... ‘— 100 square feet. 0.302 
26 Coloured, stained, and ground Be ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Dyes, dye-stuffs and paints— 
30 ING per 100 catties 1,304 
Yarns, plain or dyed— 
31 Of cotton ses ns 4,180 
82 (a) Of linen, for weaving purposes 6.527 
(b) Of hemp or jute, for weaving purposes, ad 
valorem eee ...| 8 per cent, 
Of wool, also combed or worsted— 
33 For Weaving PpUrpOSeS ... ave per 100 catties 8.000 


. 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Yarns (continued)— Yen, 
34 For other purposes «wee ne per 100 catties 9.169 
Note to Nos. 31, 32, 33 and 34.—It is expressly under- 
stood, that all mixed yarns of cotton, linen, hemp, jute, 
or wool (either combed or worsted) are to be classed for 
duty according to the material predominating in weight. 
85 | Yarns, of all sorts, not specially provided for in this Tariff 
valorem | 10 per cent. 
36 | Silk-faced cotton satins ... ee * 
37 | Hops ove ove catty 0.029 
38 | Hats, including also hats of felt be see valorem | 10 per cent. 
39 | Caoutchouc, manufactures of ... 
40 | Linen tissues— 
All other sorts ove see ee. ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Note.—It is expressly att that ready-made 
clothing and other made-up articles are not included 
under the heading of linen tissues. 
Leather — 
41 Sole ove per catties 5.690 
42 Other kinds «. @d valorem | 10 per cent. 
43 | Locomotives, engines, and parts ‘thereof 
0°123 
Milk— ;and propor- 
44 Condensed or desiccated ... -. per doz. 1 Ib, tins tionately for 
tins of other 
weights, 
45 Sterilized one ad valorem | 5 per cent. 
46 | Paper of all kinds— 
(a) Printing paper — 
1. Weighing not more than 24 Ibs. per ream of 500 
sheets, and measuring not less than 1,086 
square inches per sheet ... per 100 catties 0.800 
2. All other kinds of printing paper ” 1.163 
(4) All other kinds of paper sox «.. ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
47 | Oil, paraffin 10. 
48 | Wax, paraffin... oss per 100 catties 0.544 
49 Cement, Portland oo 0.065 
50 | Clocks, excepting w: atches, and parts of clocks ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Woollen and worsted tissues of all kinds, pure, or mixed with 
other material—wool, however predominating— 
51. Blanketing and whipped blankets, in plain weave, per 
100 catties ose 7458 
52 Flannels— | 
(a) All wool ses . square yard | | 0.044 
(b) Wool and cotton mixture 0.030 
53 Mousselines de laine : | 
(a) Ecrus and blanc per sq. yard | 0-018 
(4) All other kinds = | 0-021 
54 Cloth : 
(a) Wholly of woollen or worsted yarn, or of 
woollen and worsted yarns, such as broad, 
| narrow and army cloth, cassimeres, tweeds | 
and worsted coatings <.. ++» per sq. yard | 0-093 
(+) In part of woollen and worsted yarn, and in | 
part of cotton yarn, such as ~— president | 
and union cloth . +. per sq. yard | 0:039 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Woollen and worsted tissues (continued)— Yen. 
55 Italian cloth, including also Italian cloth in which 
cotton predominates in weight... ... per sq. yard 0-029 


56 Other tissues : 
Serges : 
(a) Where the warp is worsted and the weft 
woollen oe ove «+» per sq. yard 0:056 
(%) All other kinds ose ... ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
All other sorts, pure or mixed with other material, 
the wool, however, in weight, not 
specially provided for in this Tariff ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
yute.—It is expressly understood, that ready-made 
clothing and other made-up articles are not included 
under the heading of woollen and worsted tissues, 
Zine— 
57 Block, pig and slab or plates oe per 100 catties 0.400 
58 Sheet ... ” 0.830 
59 | Sugar, refined— 
(a) No. 15 to 20, inclusive, Dutch standard in colour 
per 100 catties 0.748 
()) Above No. 20, Dutch standard in colour + 0.827 


Weights and Measures. 

The catty mentioned in this tariff is the Japanese weight. 
It is equal to 600 grammes of the metric system of weights, or 
132277 lbs. English avoirdupois weight. 

The pound is the English avoirdupois weight. 

The square yard, square foot, and square inch are the English 
Imperial surface measures. 


Rule for calculating ad valorem duties. 

Import duties, payable ad valorem under this tariff shall be 
calculated on the actual cost of the articles at the place of pur- 
chase, production, or fabrication, with the addition of the cost 
of insurance and transportation from the place of purchase, pro- 
duction, or fabrication, to the port of discharge, as well as com- 
mission, if any exist. 


Rule for the Measurement of Tissues. 


In determining the dutiable width of any tissue, the Customs 
shall discard all fractions of an inch not exceeding half an inch, 
and shall count as a full inch all fractions exceeding half an 
inch. 

Note.—It is understood that selvages shall not be included in 
the measurement of tissues. 


| 
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XIX.—THE NEW FRANCO-ITALIAN COMMERCIAL 


TREATY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 324-5 of the issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for last month, the following state- 
ment shows the rates of duty levied on articles of French origin 
imported into Italy, under the new commercial agreement 
lately concluded between that country and France, as compared 
with the rates previously in force. The concessions made as 
regards the articles enumerated of course extend to Great 
Britain as well as other countries entitled to most-favoured- 


nation treatment in Italy :— 


Rate New 
Articles. previously | Conventional 
in force. Rate. 
Lire. Lire. 
Wine in bottles... per 100 60.00 20.00 
Brandy — 
In casks and kegs ... --per hectolitre 90.00 60.00 
In bottles of more than half, but not Tr 
one litre ... per 1 90.00 60.00 
In bottles containing half a litre or ‘less . a 67.50 45.00 
Essence of roses ... * per kilo. 40.00 20.00 
a and preserves, with ‘sugar or honey, per 
OO kilo. ... 125.00 100.00 
Mustard, in powder, or prepared per kilo, 11.00 8.00 
Spices, not specified one ” 27.50 25.00 
Cartridges— 
(a) with caps ove = 160.00 75.00 
(6) L 270.00 200.00 
Medicinal | elt AR not separately specified i in the 
tariff— 
(a) Lozenges, globules, and per | 
100 ki 120.00 2, 100.00 
(b) Wines, and elixirs per "100 kilo. 40.00 
(c) Other kinds | 60.00 
Medicines of the French Pharmacopeia and 
approved by the French Academy of Medicine 
are admitted on the same terms as those of the 
Italian Pharmacopeia. 
Ma) Common ... bee ose . per 100 kilo. 8.00 7.00 
(0) Perfumed .. 40.00 35.00 
Perfumery, non-alcoholic "(including ‘the weight of 
immediate receptacles) ... --. per 100 kilo. 100.00 50.00 
Thesurtax of manufacture on alcohols in alco- 
holic perfumes will be calculated after deduction 
of the weight of the immediate receptacles, when- 
ever the importer applies that method of calcula- 
tion ; in the other cases it will be calculated on 
the basis of a legal tare fixed by the Minister of 
Finance. 
Pencils, without sheaths, excluding crayons 
per 100 kilo. 100.00 10.00 
Shoemakers’ thread, of linen or hemp ... 110.00 80.00 
Tissues of jute, velvety 150.00 100.00 
Galloons and braids, of linen and hemp a 130.00 110,00 
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Rate New 
Articles, previously | Conventional 
in force. . 
Buttons of linen, hemp, or other i om ex- Lire. Lire. 
cept cotton ... ove eee +» per 100 kilo. 130.00 110,00 
Twice the | Duty on the 
Collars, cuffs, and shirts for men, of linen, hemp or duty on the | tissue, plus 
cotton oe ee per 100 kilo. Hees: 50 per cent. 
As the tissue 
Coverlets of cotton tissue, bleached or jn ie of which 100.00 
Foot-rugs, unsewn, are treated as coverlets. made, accord- , 
Cotton velvets : ing to class. 
(a) Common and plush— 
Unbleached ... eve ««» per 100 kilo. 120,00 114.00 
Bleached soe “ae ” 140.00 130.00 
Dyed .. ove oe 165.00 155.00 
Printed ake 220.00 205.00 
Fine (velvets)— 
Unbleached ... % 140.00 132.00 
Dyed ... 200.00 190.00 
Printed oss 250.00 235.00 
Cotton lace, unbleached ... ne per kilo. 7.00 5.00 
Galloons and tapes, of cotton «-- per 100 kilo, 120.00 100.00 
Trimmings of cotton : 
Cotton wicks for lamps and plaited wicks for 
candles eee . per 100 kilo. 100.00 80.00 
Tassels, fringes, and trimmings for furniture 
per 100 kilo. ... ee * 150.00 100.00 
Buttons, of cotton . ie see eee 150.00 120.00 
Tissues, of wool : 
(a) Rasati (short napped), not fulled, of wool, 
pure or mixed with silk or waste silk ina 
proportion of less than 12 per cent., weigh- 
ing - square metre— 
. 200 grammes or less ... per 100 kilo. 250.00 220.00 
2: More than 200 grammes, but not 
more than 500 annum per 100 
kilo. ae 220.00 200.00 
(0) Stuffs for furniture weighing | more than 500 
grammes per square metre ... per 100 kilo. 190.00 100.00 
50 lire per | 30 lire per 
100 kilo 100 kilo, 
(c) Printed ... ove above the | above the 
duty on the} duty on the 
tissue. tissue. 
As the tissue 
Coverlets of wool, pure or mixed per 100 kilo. of which 100.00 
made. 
Tulles per kilo. 7.00 5.00 
Galloons of wool, for clothing ove +.» per 100 kilo. 240.00 220.00 
Buttons of wool ... ave 240.00 220.00 
Duty on the| Duty on the 
Made-up articles of wool or hair, viens mpi and } | tissue with | tissue with 
corsets for women . soe an addition of|an addition of 
. 40 per cent. | 35 per cent. 
Stays and corsets for women, of linen, hemp, cotton bas sed 
or wool— , ticles of the 
Trimmed or embroidered... +. each respective 0.60 
Other kinds or ” tissues. 0.30 


Stays, simply bound with linen, eile or 
cotton tapes, are not corsidered as trimme}. 
Stays, feather-stitched even with silk, for the 
purpose of fixing the steels, are not considered 
as being embroidered, 
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Rate New 
Articles. previously | Conventional 
in force. Rate. 
Camisoles, stays, and other similar articles Lire. Lire. 
of clothing, made of hosiery piece-goods (of 
wool), are not treated as woollen stays. 
Trimmings, of which the outer part is formed of silk Charged 
or silk waste and wool, cotton, linen or hemp, ontrimasinn | 
or other vegetable fibres, with the silk or silk > |"S°rmain°©*|\ 300.00 
waste, in a proportion of less than 12 per > provera $4 
cent. ... -.-per 100 kilo. 
Furniture, or parts of furniture, in the rough or 
finished, of cabinet maker's wood, veneered, 
carved or inlaid, — or not, per 100 
kilo. . eos 60.00 50.00 
Frames, or slips of wood for frames— 
(a) Plain or carved, but not varnished, gilt, nor 
silvered ... . per 100 kilo. 35.00 30.00 
Other, varnished, gilt, or silvered 70.00 60.00 
Penholders of wood, including those with metal tips, 
per 100 kilo. = ee 50.00 40.00 
Half the 
Common street carts of wood in the rough, unfin- duty on 
ished... ose eve ove finished 
carts. 
Paperfor ornaments ... ... per 100 kilo. 40.00 30.00 
Blotting paper... ” 15.00 12.50 
Playing cards ove sos per 100 packs. 40.00 30.00 
Maps— 
On paper or cardboard, in sheets or in aoe, 
simply bound ... 80.00 Free. 
On linen backed paper, with or without. rods, or 
bound in atlases + per 100 kilo, 80.00 30.00 
Manufactures of paper and pasteboard not separately 
specified in the tariff— 
Manufcc‘ures of cardboard or stamped celluloid, 
compressed or hardened, with or without 
patterns ... per 100 kilo. 80.00 40 00 
Other kinds ... 80.00 70.00 
Books, printed in French with cardboard « covers, even if 
covered with textile material or paper and with 
the title stamped on the outside... per 100 kilo. 20.00 12.00 
— on the | Duty on the 
: skin with an | skin with an 
Hides, cut for uppers, &c. ove ° as addition of | addition of 
20 per cent. | 15 per cent. 
Muffs, of skins with the hair on = “ 600.00 450.00 
Saddles 1500.00 1200.00 
Leather portmanteaux, except those fitted with toilet i 100 kilo. 
articles and other travelling requisites .. 120.00 2.80 each. 
Manufactures of skins, tanned, without the hair, not 
separately specified in the tariff -. per 100 kilo. 120.00 100.00 
Utensils and instruments for arts and trades, of cast or 
wrought iron, or steel, common polished, var- 
nished, galvanised, or coated with lead, tin, 
brass, or ornamented with _ other metal, 
per 100 kilo. 15.50 14.50 
Manufactures of nickel— 
Gilt or silvered oes oe . per 100 kilo. 120.00 100.0 
Other kinds ... 100.00 80.00 
Gold, beaten in leaves (without deducting the weight 
of the paper) 2 » per kilo. 18.00 16.00 
Cement and hydraulic lime Sve - per 100 kilo. 1.25 0.50 
Tiles, of terra-cotta ee 3.00 2.00 


eee eee 
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Rate | New 
Articles. previously Conventional 
in force. Rate. 
Lire. Lire. 
Oranges and lemons (also in aca: . per 100 kilo, 4.00 2.00 
Dates ose 12.00 2.00 
Beans, peas, mushrooms and asparagus in oil, ‘salt or 
vinegar 20.00 12.00 
Sardines and anchovies, marinated, or jn oil, ‘in boxes 
or not ae per 100 kilo. 30.00 15.00 
Fish glue 15.09 10.00 
Ornamental feathers, dressed. per kilo. 35.00 25.00 
Wares of ivory, mother-of-pearl, and tortoiseshell, 
excluding combs ... .-» per 100 kilo. 150.00 100.00 
Wares of horn, bone and similar er except 
combs eee .- per 100 kilo. 80.00 60.00 
Amber, and its manufactures ave 150.00 102.00 
Small wares toys)— 
Common aso ove ” 100.00 80.00 
Fine ... ses 200.00 150.00 
Fans— 
Fine 200.00 150.00 
Hats of any kind, trimmed, for Women per 100 500.00 400.00 
Shapes for articles of fashion tee a per kilo. 1,00 0.50 
Umbrellas— 
Of silk.. eee per 100 140.00 125.00 
Of other staffs 80.00 60.09 
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149. 
150. 


151. 


152. 


153. 
154. 


155. 


156. 


157. 


158. 


XX.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CUBA. 
(Concluded. ) 


Nore II.—Articles included in this group which are within the under. 
mentioned conditions shall be liable to the following surtaxes— 

A, Tissues, brochés, or woven like brocades with silk or floss-silk, shall be 
liable to the duties leviable thereon, plus a surtax of 20 per cent. 

B. Tissues embroidered by hand or by machine after weaving or with appli- 
cation of trimmings shall be liable to the duties leviable thereon, plus a surtax 
of 40 per cent. 

Should the embroidery contain threads, purl, or spangles of common metals 
or of silver, the surtax shall amount to 60 per cent. of the duties applicable to 
the tissue. 

When the threads, purl, or spangles are of gold, the surtax shall be of 100 

r cent. 

“yr Tissues and trimmings containing threads or purl of common metals or 
silver shall be liable to a surtax of 50 per cent. of the duties leviable thereon. 

When the threads or purl are of gold, the surtax shall amount to 100 per cent. 

D. Shawls, including those called mantones” and “ pafolones,” fichus, 
horse cloths or blankets, travelling rugs, bed covers, counterpanes or bordered 
blankets (even when the border consists of a silk ribbon), provided the latter 
be not more than 2 centimetres in width) shall, for the making up, be liable to 
a surtax of 30 per cent. of the duties leviable thereon. 

On other made-up articles, wearing apparel and clothing of all kinds, 
finished, half finished, or simply basted, shall, for their total weight be liable 
to the duties leviable on the principal component tissue on their most 
visible exterior part, plus a surtax of 100 per cent. 

Articles of hosiery specially mentioned shall not be liable to the payment of 
the surtax for making up. 


Swanskin, of pure or mixed wool ... a per cent.ad valorem 40 
Baizes— 
(a) Of pure wool... es 40 
Of mixed wool ... 40 
Flannels, white or coloured, for seideshiiilinaen 
(a) Of pure wool ... oss 40 
(b) Of mixed wool ... 40 
Blankets or counterpanes of wool, pure or materials— 
(a) Grey blankets percent. ad valorem 40 
Astrakhans, plushes, wait nae of wool, pure or mixed .. oe 40 
Cloths and other tissues not specially mentioned, of sil, hair, or flock 
wool, comprised or not in drapery, weighing per square metre— 
300 grams or more— 
(a) Of wool, hair, or flock wool,pure_... per cent.ad valorem 40 
(4) Of wool or hair, mixed .. a soe sve ove a 40 
From 175 to 300 grams— 
(a) Of wool, hair, or flock pure... 40 
Of wool or hair, mixed.. 40 
Less than 175 grams— 
(a) Of wool, hair, or flock on, ae ae 40 
(b) Of wool or hair, mixed .. 40 
Tissues of bristle or horsehair, with or without an shatewen of cotton or 
other vegetable fibres... percent.ad valorem 40 
Knitted stuffs, with or without an admixture of cotton or other 


vegetable fibres, even with needlework—* 
(a) In the piece, jerseys or drawers per cent. ad valorem 40 
() In stockings, socks, gloves, and other ‘small articles ‘ 40 


* Knitted goods containing an admixture of silk shall be dutiable according to the 
correspon ing numbers of Class VII. 
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159. Carpets of wool, pure, or mixed with other materials— 
(a) With uncut pile ... oe per cent. ad valorem 40 
(b) Plushy or with cut pile ove ove 40 
160. Tissues called tapestry, for curtains, and upholstering furniture, of 
wool, pure, or mixed with cotton, or other vegetable fibres, even 
figured or damasked, weighing more than 350 grams per square 
metre ; table covers and counterpanes of the same kind, per cent. 


ad valorem... naa ise 40 
161. Felts of wool, pure or mixed... aes sad per cent. ad valorem 40 
162. Trimmings of wool ; ribbons and galloons* wae RS 40 


CLASS VII.—SILK AND MANUFACTURES OF SILK. 


Group I.—Yarns. 


163. Silk and floss silk, spun or twisted, in skeins ¢ per cent. ad valorem 50 
164. Silk on reels, including weight of the reels... aaa ate 50 


GROUP 2.—Tissues. 


Note I.—The tissues comprised in this group shall be considered as pure silk 
tissues when the number of silk or floss-silk threads, counted in the warp and 
weft, exceeds one-half of the total number of threads composing the tissue. 

This rule shall not apply to knitted stuffs, tulles, lace, blonds and tulles for 
borders, or to ribbons or galloons not exceeding 15 centimetres in width. Such 
goods shall be considered as mixed silk tissues and dutiable according to 
the corresponding numbers of the tariff, when containing threads of cotton 
or other vegetable fibres, wool or flock wool, whatever be the proportion of 
such threads in the mixture. 

Note Il.—Articles included in this group which are within the under- 
mentioned conditions shall be liable to the following surtaxes. 

A, Tissues embroidered by hand or by machine after weaving, or with 
application of trimmings, shall be liable to the duties leviable thereon, plus a 
surtax of 50 per cent. 

Should the embroidery contain threads, purl, or spangles of common metals 
or of silver, the surtax shall amount to 60 per cent. of the duties applicable to 
the tissue. 

When the threads, purl, or spangles are of gold, the surtax shall be 100 per 
cent. 

B. Tissues and trimmings containing threads or purl of common metals 
or silver ‘shall be liable to a surtax of 50 per cent. of the duties leviable 
thereon. 

When the threads or purl are of gold, the surtax shall amount to 100 per 
cent. 

C. Shawls called “mantones,” handkerchiefs of manila hemp, blankets, 
counterpanes, shawls, veils, mantles, hemmed fichus, and handkerchiefs shall, 
for the making up, be liable to a surtax of 30 per cent. of the duties leviable 
thereon. 

Other made-up articles, wearing apparel, and clothing of all kinds, finished, 
half-finished, or simply basted, shall, for their total weight, be liable to the 
duties leviable on the principal component tissue on their most visible exterior 
part, plus a surtax of 100 per cent. 

Articles of hosiery specially mentioned shall not be liable to the payment of 
the surtax for making up. 


165. Tissues of unbleached silk ... re ie per cent. ad valorem 50 


* Ribbons and galloons containing in any proportion threads of silk shall be 
dutiable according to the corresponding numbers of Class VII. 

+ Yarns and threads of all kinds of vegetable fibres combined in any proportion 
with threads of common metal shall be dutiable according to this number. Those 


combined with gold and silver shall be subject to the corresponding numbers of 
Group 1, Class II, 
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166. Tissues of silk or floss silk— 


Not mixed with any other material— 
Plain, not figured, twilled, or verge 


(a) Black... percent. ad valorem 50 

167. Figured, plushy, or velvety ... 50 
168. Mixed with another material— 

Plain, not figured, twilled, or serged— 

(a) Mixed with cotton or vegetable fibres 50 

(6) Mixed with wool or hair 50 
169. Figured, plushy, or velvety ... = a 50 


170. Knitted stuffs of bolled silk, of solid itis or of -_ silk, made 
up in any kind of article— 


(a) Of puresilk ... per cent.ad valorem 50 
(4) Mixed with other textile materials ... 


” 50 

171. Tulles of silk or floss silk, pure or mixed— 
(a) Plain eee 50 
(4) Figured or embroidered on the loom .. 55 50 


172. Lace tulles for borders and blondes, of silk or ae silk, plain or figured — 


(a) Not mixed per cent. ad valorem 50 
(b) Mixed with cotton or other vegetable fibres ma 50 
173. Trimmings of silk ... 50 


CLASS VIII.—PAPER AND ITS APPLICATIONS. 
GrRovpP 1. 


174, Paper pulp,t G.W. ose ove one 100 kilo. $0.15 
GrouP 2.—Printing and writing paper. 
175. Paper, endless or in sheets, white or coloured, uncut and oe for 
printing purposes... wee ooo 00 kilo. 4.00 
176. Paper, endless or in sheets, ines or poner aoe for wrapping purposes, 
100 kilo. 2.50 


177. Paper in sheets, unruled, unprinted, and uncut, white or coloured, used 
for writing purposes 100 kilo. 8.00 


Group 3.—Paper, printed, engraved, or photographed. 


178. Books, bound or unbound, and similar printed matter f ... 100 kilo. 1.25 
179. Headed paper, forms for invoices, labels, cards, and the like ... kilo. _.10 
180. Prints, maps, charts, &c., drawings, photographs, and engravings ; pic- 
tures, lithographs, chromo-lithographs, oleographs, &c., used as labels 
and wrappers for tobacco or other purposes— 
(a) Of a single printing and bronze or leaf, including labels printed 
only in bronze or leaf ... kilo. .05 
(+) Of two printings and bronze or leat 


.20 
(c) Of three to ten printings (inclusive) and bronze or leat . 40 
(d) Of more than ten printings and bronze or leaf 3 ” .80 


* Tissues consisting of black yarns combined with coloured yarns shall be con- 
sidered as coloured tissues. 

+ This category only includes paper pulp perforated in such manner as to be fit only 
for the manufacture of paper or pasteboard. Should the pulp not be perforated, the 
Customs will cut it at the expense of the importer, in order to render it unserviceable 
for any other purpose. Pulp not perforated is dutiable as common pasteboard. 

t Bookbindings shall be dutiable according to the component material. When 
the books are stitched or bound in boards, they shall be dutiable as printed matter 
on gross weight. 
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Group 4.—Wall paper. 
181. Wall paper, printed— 
(a) On natural ground 100 kilo. 
(6) On dull or glazed ground 
(¢) With gold, silver, wool, or glass eos * Kilo, 


Group 5.—Pasteboard and various papers. 


182. Blotting paper, common packing paper, and sand or glass paper 100 kilo. 
183. Thin paper, of common pulp, for packing fruit ... 
184. Other paper not specially mentioned ya ooo was ” 
185. Pasteboard in sheets— 
(a) Cardboard pees and fine, oa or pressed cardboard 100 kilo. 
186. Manufactures of pasteboard— 
(a) Boxes lined with ordinary paper... 
(6) Boxes with ornaments or lined with fine paper. say 
(c) Articles not specially mentioned eee 
187. Paste and carton-pierre— 


(a) In mouldings or unfinished articles .. 0... use 100 kilo. 


CLASS IX.—Wo00D AND OTHER VEGETABLE MATERIALS EMPLOYED IN INDUSTRY, 


AND ARTICLES MANUFACTURED THEREWITH. 


GrRovuP 1.— Wood. 
188. Staves ... one ane thousand 


189. Ordinary wood— 
(a) In boards, deals, rafters, beams, round wood and timber for ship- 


building, G.W. ... « cubic metre 
(6) Planed or dovetailed, for ‘boxes ‘and footing; “broomsticks cases 
wherein imported goods were packed, G ies 00 kilo, 


190. Fine wood for cabinetmakers— 
(a) In boards, deals, trunks, or logs, G.W. $e 
(4) Sawn in veneers 


191. Cooper’s wares— 
(a) Fitted together, G.W. 
(b) In shooks, also hoops and headings, GW. :. 

192. — for making hogsheads or “— for sugar or molasses, 


a 100 kilo. 
193. Latticework and fencing, G.W. 


” 
Group 2.—Furniture and manufactures of wood. 


194. Common wood manufactured into joiners’ wares, and articles of all 
kinds, turned or not, painted or not, varnished or not, but neither 
chiselled, inlaid, nor carved... ese 100 kilo. 


195, Fine wood manufactured into furniture or other wares, turned or not, 
polished or not, varnished or not, and furniture and common wooden 
wares veneered with fine wood ; furniture upholstered with tissue 
(other than with silk or stuffs containing an admixture thereof, or 
with leather), provided that the articles specified in this number be 
neither chiselled, carved, inlaid, nor ornamented with metal 


100 kilo. 
197, Battens— 
(a) Moulded, varnished, or gia for ome. ee 100 kilo. 
(4) Gilt or carved... «kilo. 


198. Wood of any kind manaduivand into ‘emia or other wares, gilt, 
chiselled, carved, inlaid, or veneered with mother-of-pearl or other 
fine materials, or ornamented with metal, and furniture upholst ‘red 
with stuffs of pure or mixed silk, or lcather, Elo. 


445 
$4.00 
6.00 
27 
1.75 
2.30 
4.60 
3.50 
1.00 
1.00 
22 
17 
1.00 
15 
40 
16 
1.20 
1.75 
65 
36 
.06 
69 
4.75 
15.00 
12.90 
5.03 
20 
0.68 
Cc 
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Group 3.— Various. 


199. Charcoal, firewood and other vegetable fuel, G.W. - 1,000 kilo. $1.50 


200. Cork— 
(a) In the rough or in es G.W. a nae see 100 kilo. 1.40 
(6) Manufactured ... ass ” 4.50 


201. Rushes, vegetable hair, cane, osiers, fine aa nie pr genista, raw, 
raw _ and baskets and other common wares of esparto, G.W., 
100 kilo. ... 
Baskets wherein imported goods were ‘packed shall be dutiable according 
to this number, with a rebate of 60 per cent. 


202. Esparto manufactured into fine articles ; rushes, vegetable hair, cane, 
osiers, fine straw, palm and genista, manufactured into articles of 
all kinds not specially mentioned a ove ove 100 kilo. 13.10 


1.83 


CLASS X:—ANIMALS AND ANIMAL WASTES EMPLOYED IN INDUSTRY. 


1.—Animals, 


203. Horses and mares— 
(a) the standard bok each 10.00 


206. Bovine 


(ec) Bullocks, calves, and heifers 1.00 
208. Sucking pigs... “ 1.00 


210. Singing birds, parrots, &c. ... percent.ad valorem 


GrouP 2.—Hides, shins, and leather wares. 


211. Pelts in their natural state or dressed, G.W. $e ob «. kilo. 1.50 
212. Hides and ekins, green or not tanned coo. G0. 02 
Wet-salted hides and skins shall enjoy a reduction of 60 per cent. in 

respect of salt and moisture. 
Dry-salted hides and skins shall be allowed a rebate of 30 per cent. 
213. Hides tanned with the hair, G.W. ... sed bee 
214. Hides tanned without the hair : 
(a) Cow and other large hides, whole,G.W. ... kilo. 
(6) Other and backs of large hides, G.W. “we bie eae .20 
215. Hides‘and skins, curried, dyed or not : 


(c) Kid, lamb, or young calf skins BS 
(ad) Cow and other large hides, whole... 15 
(e) Backs of large hides and hides and skins not specially mentioned, ~ 
kilo... 
216. Hides and skins, varnished, satiny, grained, dullej, and hides and skins 
with figures, engravings, or embossed ... kilo. 50 


Leather cut out for boots and shoes or other articles shall be liable to a 
surtax of 30 per cent. of the respective duties leviable thereon. 
217. Chamois leather or scaiguneal of all kinds and gilt or bronzed hides 
and skins ... ove one kilo. 
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219. Shoes of cowhide and similar leather*— 
(a) For men ... ove ove ove ose dozen 


(c) For boys below size 4}. 1.50 
220. Shoes of patent and similar Jenther*— 

(a) For men . ove ose 


2.75 
(b) For women eee ove 2.25 
For boys below size 44 ies 1.75 


221. Boots of calfskin, with elastics, or for lacing*— 


(a) For men ... ose oss eee 5.00 

(c) For boys below size 4h... 2.00 
222. Boots of patent and similar jhe? 

(a) For men ... ose eee oo 6.00 

(6) For women, and top-boots polacas » eee 7.00 

(c) For boys, below size 4}... 5.00 


223. Other boots and shoes, fancy* 8.00 
224. Riding boots... eee ove eee pair. 2.00 


226. Saddlery and haraess makers’ wares ; valises, hat boxes, and waving ’ 
bags of cardboard or leather... 


227. Other manufactures of leather or covered with leather patent 40 


Group 3.—Various. 


228. Feathers for ornament, in their natural state or manufactured, N.W., 


kilo. 2.00 
229. Other feathers and feather dusters ... ove 40 
230. Intestines, dried, N.W. ost 2.00 


231. Animal wastes, unmanufactured, not G. W. ‘100 kilo. 50 


CLASS XI.—INSTRUMENTS, MACHINERY, AND APPARATUS EMPLOYED IN 


AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY, AND LOCOMOTION. 


GRovuP 1.—Instruments. 
232. Pianos—+ 
(a) Grand... ese per cent.ad valorem 40 
233. Harmoniums and organs... 40 
234. Harps, violins, violoncellos ; guitars, i mandolins with incrusta- 
tions; flutes, and fifes of the ring system ; metal instruments of 
6 pistons or more; detached parts for wind instruments of wood 


or copper ... eve per cent. ad valorem 40 

235. Musical instruments, other oye 40 
236. Watches— 

(a) Of gold; also chronometers ... snd per cent. ad valorem 40 

(4) Of silver or other metals 40 


* Boots and shoes the inside soles of which do not measure more than 18 centi- 
metres shall enjoy a rebate of 40 per cent. 
+ Strung frames for pianos shall be liable to the corresponding duty leviable on 


pianos, though they be not imported with all the pieces constituting that 
instrument. 


c 2 
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237. Clocks with weights, and alarm clocks... percent. d@ valorem 40 
238. Works for wall or table clocks, finished, with or without cases* ,, 40 


GROUP 2.—Apparatus and machines. 
239. Weighing machines ... ... ove ove per cent.ad valorem 20 


240. Machinery and apparatus for making sugar and brandyt _s,, 10 
241. Agricultural machinery aad apparatust§ ... vee ” 10 
242. Steam motors, stationary{ ... 20 
243. Marine engines; steam pumps; hydraulic, petroleum, gas, and hot or 
compressed air motors... per cent.ad valorem 
244, Boilers— 
(a) Ofsheetiron ... ove ove per cent. ad valorem 20 
(6) Tubular ... ose ” 20 
245. Locomotives and traction engines ... ie = 20 
246. Turntables, trucks and carts for trans-shipment, hydraulic cranes and 
columns... per cent. ad valorem = 20 
247. Machines of copper and its alloys; detached parts of the same metals, || 
per cent. ad valorem aso coe 20 


* Finished or spare parts of steel are comprised in No. 49. The same s of other 
metals or alloys shall be dutiable according to the component material. 

Cases, stands, bell jars, and other accessories shall be dutiable as manufactured 
articles according to their class, 

Clockworks for wall or table clocks, unfinished, shall be taxed according to No. 67. 

Unfinished pieces are those which are only roughly filed, with no escapements, 
the wheels of which are not adjusted and the last wheel not crenated. 

When clockworks are imported within cases, on stands, &c., and the importer 
does not wish to separate them for examination, the works and the dial will be 
reckoned as weighing 1 kilogram, and the rest shall be dutiable comformably to the 
preceding paragraph. ‘ 

This number includes— 

1. The following articles, whoever be the importer— 

Weighing machines (platforms) for weighing sugar cane; complete machines of 
all kinds for crushing sugar cane; steam crushers; complete apparatus for 
diffusion; purifying apparatus; clarifying apparatus; reservoirs for syrup or 
molasses ; filters and filtering apparatus ; apparatus called “trenes jamaiquinos,” 
complete ; furnaces for making animal black; steam desiccators; centrifugal 
machines ; vessels called “ bombonas,” “cachimbas” (kind of kettle to transfer 
cane syrup from one vessel into another), skimmers, distributers, and sugar moulds ; 
copper apparatus or vessels (“ tachos”) acting in vacuum, also their machines, 
pipes, and cocks, of copper or iron ; polarimeters. 

2. The following articles, when imported directly by planters, on proof of the 
installation thereof in their establishments— 

Steam ploughs ; stills ; donkey engines, with or without pumps ; gasometers for 
lighting the works ; material for portable railways ; carts for the conveyance of 
cane and the output of the works. 

} For the application of duty it should be observed— 

a. That the machine must be complete. Complete machines include tubes 
(fluses), belting, &c., which form an integral part of such machines, but no spare 


arts. 
of b. That spare parts are dutiable according to No. 247 when of copper, and to No. 
251 in all other cases. 

c. That to be considered as complete, machines must be imported in one sole 
shipment. Machines imported in two or more shipments shall be liable to the 
duties stipulated in Nos. 247 and 251, except in the case when a previous and 
special authorisation has been granted by the collector at the chief port. 

§ The machines and apparatus mentioned in this number are those employed by 
farmers and agriculturists for preparing the ground and gathering the crops, also 
those employed in order to clean the crops and improve them without essentially 
changing their nature. : 

|| Machines and separate pieces of the same, of copper and its alloys, with part. 
of other materials, shall also be taxed under this heading, provided the above 
metals predominate in weight. 
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248. Dynamo-electric machines— 
(a) Exceeding 50 kilo. in weight ... one per cent. ad valorem 20 
(6) Weighing 50 kilo. or less ; inductors and detached parts ,, 20 
249. Sewing machines and detached parts thereof + 20 


251. Machines and apparatus, other, or of materials not specially mentioned, 
also detached parts of ail kinds other than of copper or its alloys,* 
percent.ad valorem... ove ose ove 20 


GROUP 3.—Carriages. 


NotTe.—Carriages and other vehicles (except those for the conveyance of 
goods) imported in the rough or prepared for upholstering or painting, shall 
pay the duties corresponding to their class, with a rebate of 40 per cent., 
provided that the stipulated conditions be complied with. 

252. Coaches and berlins, new, used or repaired— 
(a) With four seats, and calashes with two “ tableros,” per cent. ad 
valorem ... ose ove ooo 40 
(4) With two seats, with or without folding seat; ommnibuses with 
more than 15 seats; diligences eee per cent. ad valorem 40 

(c) Four or two wheeled, without “ tableros,” with or without hood 

irrespective of the number of seats ; omnibuses up to 15 seats ; 


carriages not specially mentioned ... per cent. ad valorem 40 

253. Railway carriages of all kinds for passengers, and finished wooden parts 
forsame .. ove ee per cent. ad valorem 40 

254. Vans, trucks, and cars of all kinds; miners’ trolleys, and finished 
wooden parts forsame ... soe per cent.ad valorem 

255. Tramway carriages of all kinds, and finished wooden parts for the 


same... ove per cent.ad valorem 40 
256, Wagons, carts, and hand carts 40 


GrRovuP 4.— Vessels, 


Note I.—The duties on ships include likewise those levied on anchors, 
kedges, cables and chains, barometers, chronometers, binnacles, compasses 
(loose and fixed), speaking trumpets, telescopes, casks, cordage, sails 
and masts, necessary for the manceuvres and safety of vessels, with due 
regard to their class, All other articles shall be liable to the duties leviable 
thereon. 

Note II.—Duties on steam vessels shall be levied on the total number 
of tons which may result from the official measurement, and no separate duty 
shall be levied on machinery which shall be considered an integral part of the 
vessel. 

The certificate of tonnage shall temporarily serve as a basis for levying 
duty on vessels entering from abroad. The interested parties must present to 
the Customs authorities a certificate of measurement approved by the in- 
spector ; but it is understood that the Customs authorities will not consider 


* It will be necessary to prove to what manufacture or to what industry spare 
woollen hose and filters are destine1 in order to be assessed according to this 
number. 

For the definition of parts of machinery the following rules must be observed : 

1, A separate piece of a machine is understood to be any object which is not 
expressly specified by name under some heading of the tariff, and which by its 
shape and by the manner in which it is presented for clearance in the Custom 
House, though not completely finished, may be consideréd as exclusively destined 
to a machine and can have no other application. If it be imported completely 
finished, it must pay under one of the headings of the tariff referring to machinery. 

2. Tubes, bars, axles, screws, bolts, sheets, plates, boiler bottoms, wire and other 
articles expressly taxed in the tariff must pay duty accordingly, though they be 
destined to machinery. 

3. Tools, instruments, and utensils employed in the arts, agriculture, and 
industry can not be considered as parts of machinery for the application of duty, 
and must pay according to the materials of which composed. 
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the clearance and payment of the duties as finally settled until this formality 
has been complied with and noted. 

National ships lengthened in foreign dockyards, must, on their return, pay 
duty on the additional tonnage. 

Vessels refitted with engines abroad shall pay a fiscal duty of $6 per 
horse-power, when it is impossible to ascertain the weight of the new 
machinery. ° 

Boilers and accessories thereof, funnels, tubes, &c., changed abroad, shall be 
liable to a fiscal duty of $3 per each square metre of heating surface. 

Vessels undergoing other repairs in foreign ports, shall, on their return, pay 
duty on the material employed for the purpose. 


256a. Salvage from wrecked vessels is prima facie dutiable on appraised value 


257. 
258. 


259. 
260. 
261. 
262. 
263. 
264. 


265. 
266. 
267. 
268. 
269. 
270. 
271. 
272: 
273. 


274. 
275. 


276. 


according to its material. * 


CLASS XII.—ALIMENTARY SUBSTANCES. 
Group 1.—WMeat and fish, butter and greases. 
Poultry, live or dead, and small game, N.W. ae soe ... kilo. $0.08 


Meat in brine, N.— 
(a) Beef, brine or salt, N.W. van one ne enh 100 k‘lo. 2.80 


Pork, brine or salt, N.W. 2,80 
Tallow, N.W. ... bee aay 2.00 
Bacon, N.W. _... tee we 4.00 
Jerked beef (“ tasajo”), N.W. 3.96 
Meat of all other kinds— 

(a) Beef, canned, N.W._... 5.00 

Condensed milk per cent. ad valorem 10 
Salt cod and stock fish,G.W.... 100 kilo. $2.00 
Herring, pickled, smoked, salted, or marinated, N.W.... x. 1.00 
Mackerel, pickled, smoked, salted, or marinated, N.W. ... ‘ 2.00 
Salmon, canned, smoked, salted, or marinated, N.W. aes - 5.00 
Oysters of all kinds, and shellfish, dried or fresh, G.W. ... Fe 1.00 
Eggs (taken out of group 5.00 


GROUP 2.—(Cvreals. 


Rice, husked or not... 100 kilo. 1.00 


Cereals— 


* 


The tackle, apparel, furniture, &c., of a vessel wrecked at sea, and the cargo of 


a vessel wrecked on the coast of Cuba and abandoned for two years, are exempt’ 
from duty. Underwriters may be recognized as owners for the purposes of entry. 
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277. Flour— 
(a) Of wheat * we don 100 kilo. = 
‘50 


GROUP 3.—Pulse, garden produce, and fruits. 


278. Beans, N.W. ... 100 kilo. 1.10 


284. Apples, fresh,N.W. ... ote one 60 
285. Fruits, dried or drained 1.50 


286. Apples, dried, ... 1.50 


GrouP 4.—Sceds and fodder. 
287. Clover, N.W. ... 100 kilo. 3.60 


289, Timothy, N.W. ... 2.00 
290. Fodder and bran per ad valorem 


GROUP 5.—Preserves. 
Nore I.—All preserves are dutiable with the weight of immediate recep- 
tacles. 
. Fish or shellfish, preserved in oil or otherwise, in tius per cent. 
ad valorem 25 


292. Vegetables and pulse, pickled or preserved in any manner 
percent. advalorem 25 


t 
=) 
= 


293. Fruits, preserved— 


(a) In brandy wis ove 25 
(6) Other... 25 

294. Alimentary preserves not butchers’ wares, 
truffles, sauces, and mustard... ane per cent. ad valorem 25 


GROUP 6.—Oils and beverages. 
295. Olive oil— 
(a) In receptacles of earthenware or tin, G.W... ase 100 kilo. $2.40 


(6) In bottles, including the weight of bottles, G.W. ... = 3.00 
296. Alcohol... ... hectol. 14.00 


298. Wines, sparkling oes oss litre .85 


* To ascertain whether products presented for clearance should be considered as 
flour or semolina, a sample must be passed through a sieve No. 80, composed of silk 
tissue, presenting 80 holes to the square inch or square of 27 millimetres. Should 
the ag pass through this sieve, it shall be dutiable as flour; in contrary cases 
as semolina 
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299. Liqueurs and cordials— 


In casks or similar receptacles ove «+ litre $0.18 


300. Wines, other— 


(a) In casks or similar receptacles ove see hectol. 4.50 


. § ; 301. Beer and cider— 
@) Malt liquor,in casks... 3 
6) Malt liquor, in iss 3.66 


GROUP 7.— Various. 


302. Saffron, safflower, and flowers of “ tobar” «..per cent. ad valorem 25 
303. Cinnamon of all kinds 25 


304. Cinnamon, Chinese (‘“ canelén”’), cloves, pepper, and nutmegs 
per cent.ad valorem 


307. Coffee, in the bean or gees chicory roots and chicory 100 kilo. $12.15 
308. Cocoa of all kinds, in the bean, ground, or in paste ; cocoa butter 
100 kilo. 20.25 
309. Chocolate and sweetmeats * all “a including the immediate 
packages... ose per cent. ad valorem 25 


310. Eggs. (See last ee group 1 5 


311. Pastes and fecule for soups and other alimentary purposes 
per cent. ad valorem 


312. Biscuits— 
(a) Ordinary .. ose 100 kilo. $0.60 
(6) Fine, of all kinds, “including the "immediate package “a 2.50 
314. Honey ... ave pergallon .20 
317. Sugar, refined ... ene ate ” 02 
CLASS XIII.—MISCELLANEOUS GOODS. 
319. Fans— 


(a) With mountings of bamboo, reeds, or other wood «. kilo, 15 
(4) With mountings of horn, bone, composition, or metal (other than 

gold or silver), N.W. ... kilo. _.60 
(c) With mountings of tortoize-shell, ivory, or mother-of-pearl ; ; also 

fans of kid skin, silk tissue, or feathers, N.W. on on Kilo, 00 


320. re and ornaments of all kinds, except those of gold and silver, 
il 


321. Amber, jet, tortoise-shell, th, ivory, and ‘mother-of-pearl 
(a) Unwrought, N.W. eos kilo. 1.00 
(5) Wrought, N.W. 1.80 


322. Horn, whalebone, celluloid, meerschaum, also compositions 
imitating these materials or those of the preceding number— 
(a) Unwrought, N.W. one one kilo. 0.60 
(+) Wrought, N.W. o 1.20 


323. Walking-sticks and sticks for hundred 4.00 


* Sword-sticks shall, for the swords, be liable to the duties leviable on foil blades, 
and in addition the duty on walking sticks shall be collected. 


| e 
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$24. Buttons of all kinds other than goldor silver, N.W. ... «Kilo. 
325. into articles of all kinds or any 
$26. Cartridges, with or withent projectiles or bullets, for wnquehinioas fire- 
arms ; also primers and caps for such arms eve kilo. 
$27. Tarpaulins coated with sand, for vans ; felts and tow, tarred or whoa 
with pitch, G.W. ... oo 100 kilo. 
(a) For floors an ing purposes eee eee ove 
(6) Other... kilo. 
, Pads and brief cases of oilcloth shall be liable to a surtax of 40 
per cent. 
$29. Cases— 
(a) Of fine wood or leather, lined with silk ; other similar cases, — 
0. 
(6) Of common wood, cardboard, osier, and the like,N.W. ... 
$30. Artificial flowers of tissue, also pistils, buds, leaves, and seeds, of any 
kind of material, for the manufacture of flowers, N.W. oes, alo. 
331. of wax, wood, or cardboard, including the 
332. Caoutchouc and gutta-percha manufactured in any pris or into — 
kind of article not specially mentioned oe ilo 
333. Games and toys, other than those of tortoise shell, — aut: 
334. Umbrellas and parasols— 
(a) Covered withsilk*®  ... oak each 
(6) Other ase ane van 
335. Oil paintings ... ove per cent. valorem 
$36. Hats of straw and the like... bes dozen 
387. Hats of ‘‘yarey,” leghorn or Indian straw, rice straw or esparto, and 
their imitations— 
(a) Shaped or not, but without lining, or 
dozen ose 
(0) Finished, or with either of these accessories. ove vee dozen 
338, Hats known as “ jipijapa,” having— 
(a) Up to 4 straws, inclusive ” 
(b) Of from 4 to 6 straws, inclusive ooo ” 
(c) More than 6 straws oon ows oe ove 
339. Hats of woollen felt— 
(a) Shaped or not, but without ribbons, rragae or lining, and shapes 
for the manufacture of these hats... +. dozen 
(6) Finished, with ribbons, — or lining, or with either of these 
accessories ose eee dozen 
340, Hats of felt of hair, carded or not, pars those of silk, velvet, cloth, cash- 
mere, satin, or plush— 
(a) Shaped or not, but without ribbons, ae or lining, and shapes 
for the manufacture of these hats ... +. dozen 
Finished, with ribbons, or or with either of these 
accessories ... ove ° dozen 
341. Hats for ladies or children, kind of or 
accessories . ook ose ove eee each 
342. Caps of all kinds 
343. Waterproof and caoutchcuc stuffs t— 
(a) On cotton tissue oes 
(6) On woollen or silk tissue. 


25 
$0.10 


1.40 
80 


4.50 
8.00 
30.00 
40 
80 


75 
1.00 


40 
AO 


.25 
50 


* Umbrellas and parasols shall always be dutiable nal to i tissues with 
which covered and not the tissues with which lined. 
+ All articles coated with caoutchouc on one or both surfaces, as well as those 
with an interior lining of caoutchouc, are included in this number. 


458 
$.20 
5.00 

30.00 

28 
3.00 
06 
15 
20 
1.00 
.20 
05 
10 
10 
05 


454 CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CUBA. [ April 1899. 


CLASS XIV.~ToBacco. 


344. Tobacco— 
(a) In cakes, so-called “breva” ... 100 kilo. $10.50 
(7) In powder or snuff, or otherwise manufactured... per lb. 


(c) Leaf tobacco, stemmed or unstemmed, whether wrapped or filler, gs 
5. 


per pound... eee ees pee 
(@) Cigars, cigarettes, cheroots of all kinds, $4.50 per lb. and 25 per 

cent. ad valorem. . 
Paper cigars and cigarettes, including wrappers, shall be subject to 

the same duties as are herein imposed on cigars. 

345. On all other goods, wares, merchandise, and effects, not otherwise 
enumerated or provided for, except crude materials, per cent. 
ad valorem ... ove ove ove 25 


345a. On crude materials, not otherwise enumerated ... any on 8 10 


FREE LIST. 


The undermentioned articles may be imported into Cuba exempt from the duties 
stipulated in the tariffs on compliance with the prescribed conditions and the for- 
malities established for every case in the Customs ordinances : 

346. Manures, natural. 

347. Trees, plants, and moss, in natural or fresh state. 

348. National products returning from foreign exhibitions, on presentation of 
the bill of lading or certificate proving their exportation from the island and of 
satisfactory evidence attesting that such products have been presented and have 
been shipped to their point of departure. 

349. Carriages, trained animals, portable theatres, panoramas, wax figures, and 
other similar objects for public entertainment, imported temporarily, provided 
bond be given. 

350. Receptacles exported from Cuba with fruits, sugar, molasses, honey, and 
brandy, and re-imported empty, including receptacles of galvanised iron intended 
for the exportation of alcohol. 

351. Specimens and collections of mineralogy, botany, and zoology ; also small 
models for public museums, schools, academies, and scientific and artistic 
corporations, on proof of their destination. 

352. Used furniture of persons coming to settle in the island. 

353. Samples of felt, wall paper, and tissues, when they comply with the following 
conditions : 

(a) When they do not exceed 40 centimetres in length, measured in the 
warp or length of the piece, even when such samples have the entire width of 
the piece. The width shall, for tissues, be determined by the list, and for felts 

. and wall paper by the narrow border which has not passed through the press. 

(4) Samples not having these indications shall only be admitted free of 
duty when they do not exceed 40 centimetres in any dimension. 

(ce) In order to avoid abuse, the samples declared for free entry must have 
‘cuts at every 20 centimetres of their width, so as to render them unfit for any 
other purpose. 

354. Samples of trimmings in small pieces, of no commercial value or possible 
application. 

355. Archeological and numismatical objects for public museums, academies, 
and scientifie and artistic corporations, on proof of their destination. 

356. Works of fine art acquired by the Government, academies, or other official 
corporations, and intended for museums, galleries, or art schools, when due proof 
is given as to their destination. 

357. Gold in bars, powder, or coined ; also national silver or bronze coins. 

358. Wearing apparel, toilet objects, and articles for personal use, bed and table 
linen, books, portable tools and instruments, theatrical costumes, jewels, and table 
services bearing evident trace of having been used, imported by travellers in their 
luggage in quantities proportionate to their class, profession, and position. 

359. When travellers do not bring their baggage with them, the clearing of the 
same may be made by the conductor or persons authorised for the purpose, 
provided they prove, to the satisfaction of the Customs, that the effects are 
intended for private use. a 
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360. Stone, unwrought for paving purposes. 
361. Ploughs, hoes, hatchets, machetes, cane knives, &c., for agricultural pur- 
, and other agricultural implements, not machinery. 

a = Quinine, sulphate and bisulphate of, and all alkaloids or salts of cinchona 

ark, 

863. Hemp, flax, and ramie, raw, hackled, or tow. 

364. Abaca, heniquen, pita, jute, and other vegetable fibres, raw, hackle, or tow. 

365. Single yarns made of jute for the manufacture of sugar bags only, to be 
imported by sugar bag manufacturers only, the importer to give a bond to us2 the 
yarn exclusively for the manufacture of sugar bags. 

366. Books, maps, and scientific instruments, for the use of schools. 

367. Coal and coke. 

368. Mineral, carbonated or seltzer waters, natural or artificia!, root beer, ginger 
ale, and other similar non-alcoholic beverages, not otherwise provided for. 

369. Fresh fish. 

370. Second-hand clothing given for charitable purposes to needy persons, and 
not for sale. 


XXI—REDUCTION OF THE DUTY ON COTTON GOODS 
IMPORTED INTO CEYLON. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of an ordinance which was to come into force on 
Ist January last, by which duties on certain articles are levied 
in lieu of those in force under the ordinance of 1869. 

By the new ordinance duty on certain goods is levied as in the 
following table :— 


Articles. Duty. 


Cotton goods, viz. :— 


Grey cambrics On an assessed value of 55 c. per lb. ad 4 0 


Grey jaconets 
Grey shirtings every Rs, 100 of value thereof eae 


Grey domestics 

« Grey long cloths 
Grey mule twist Nos. 30 to 60 > Do. 45 ¢, do.... ove “aa desl 4, 
Grey sheetings | 


m an assessed value o c. per Ib. grey | 
Yarn, Turkey red t weight, for every Rs. 100 of value thereof | 
Yarn, other colours do., 55 ¢., do. aaa vee oe 0 
Other cotton.goods, for every Rs. 100 of the value thereof... evel 440 


‘The duty in each case under the ordinance of 1869 was 5 
rupees instead of 4 rupees. 

Other modifications under the new crdinance will be pub- 
lished in a forthcoming number of this Journal, and in the 
meantime may be seen at the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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XXII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Rwvssta. 


Temporary Free Entry of Foreign Sheet-Iron for Kerosene 


Cases. 


A despatch, dated 3rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, stating 
that by decision of the Committee of Ministers, confirmed by 
the Emperor on the 10th/22nd December, 1898, and recently 
notified in the Gazette of the Ministry of Finances, the order 
of importation of tin plates under the regulation of the above 
committee of the 25th Septeniber/7th October, 1886, is extended 
temporarily to the 18th/3lst December, 1903, to foreign sheet- 
iron, imported by the kerosene manufacturers of Baku for the 
production therefrom of receptacles of a particular type serving 
for the exportation of kerosene to Persia. 

The chief condition of the free importation of tin plates and 
iron sheet intended for the manufacture of tins and iron cases 
for holding naphtha products is that a sum equal to the duty 
on such plates and sheets be lodged at the Custom House on 
their importation, this money being returnable pari passu as 
the manufactured tins and iron cases are exported. 


Tariff Classification. 


The following decisions regarding the classification of certain 
articles in the Russian Customs tariff have been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Russian Customs Department :— 

Copper wire, with designs produced in its rolling, is to be 
cleared under point 2 of section 155. Duty from 4 to 6 roubles, 
gold, per poud, according to its diameter per Birmingham 
gauge. 

Blacksmiths’ bellows, of wood, bound with leather, and with 
metallic parts, are to be cleared under section 161. Duty, 1 
rouble 10 copecks, gold, per poud. 

Musical instruments, known under the name of “ harmonic 
flutes,” played by simple inflation of air (as in hand accordions) 
through an india-rubber tube, and not by means of double 
bellows, as in a harmonium, are to be cleared under point 4 of 
section 172 as musical instruments not specially mentioned. 
Duty, 10 copecks, gold, per poud. 

Incomplete bicycles, fitted together, and which have been put 
through a finishing process, such as enamelling, nickel-plating, 
&c., though consisting of frames and only some other parts, but 
without wheels, handle-bars, saddle, &c., are to be cleared under 
point 3 of section 173. Duty, 12 roubles, gold, per piece. 


| 

| 

| | 
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Transit Conveyance of Green Tea on the Trans-Caspian 
Railway. 


A despatch, dated 3rd March, 1899, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Charles S. Scott, H.M. Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, forwarding translation of a notification, pub- 
lished in the “ Bulletin des Lois” by the Imperial Ministry of 
Finance, relative to the conditions for the transit conveyance 
of green tea on the Trans-Caspian Railway from the ports of 
Batoum, Baku, and Krasnovodsk to the Custom House of 
Kokand, as follows :— 

According to the Bulletin of Russian Laws of the 5th/17th 
February, 1899, the Minister of Finances, with the approval of 
the Governor-General of Turkestan, has sanctioned, dating 
from the opening of regular traffic on the Trans-Caspian Rail- 
way in January last, the transit conveyance of green tea by 
that railway to the Custom House of Kokand from the ports of 
Batoum, Baku, and Krasnovodsk, on the same conditions as 
those on which such transit importation is allowed at the Ask- 
habad and Bokhara Custom Houses. The order further pro- 
vides :—(1) That traders may lodge the prescribed security for 
the duty payable for the tea in transit either at the Custom 
House of Batoum or Baku, independently of the Custom House 
(whether of Bokhara, Askhabad, or Kokand) to which the goods 
in question may be destined; (2) that the above teas shall not 
be subjected to minute inspection at the Custom Houses of 
Batoum and Baku, but the amount of security lodged against the 
duty payable shall be reckoned on the gross weight of the 
packages of tea, and at the highest duty rates of the Central 
Asiatic Customs tariff (14 roubles 14 copecks, paper, per poud), 
while the nature of the tea shall be verified by the extraction of 
the samples from some packages taken at random, this being 
done in order that black teas should not be introduced into the 
Caucasus under the guise of green. 


The Exportation of Sugar from Russia to China. 


A despatch, dated 12th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Charles S. Scott, H.M. Ambassador 
at St. Petersburg, reporting that by a recent order of the 
Minister of Finance, sugar may be exported to China through 
the Custom Houses of Bakhtinsk and Djarkent, and the ex- 
porters will receive a drawback in the shape of the excise duty 
paid thereon. 

When, however, the sugar destined for China is carried by 
way of the Trans-Caspian Region, it becomes subject to the 
regulations existing for the exportation of sugar to Persia, by 
way of Askhabad and Dushak. Under these regulations the 
excise duty in such latter case is not repayable. 
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Norway. 
Increase of Duty on Cigars and Cigarettes. 


The Foreign Office have received a telegram from H.M. 
Consul-General at Christiania, dated 13th March last, reporting 
that at a recent meeting of the Storthing the Customs duties 
on cigars and cigarettes were raised from three shillings and 
sixpence to five shillings per kilogramme, to take effect at once. 


Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
stating that the following alterations in the Norwegian Customs 
tariff, affecting the import duties on certain cotton tissues, cal- 
cium carbide, and husked rice, came into force on the Ist instant. 
Cotton tissues, bleached, printed, dyed, or woven of dyed yarn, 
weighing 100 grammes or more per square half-metre, will for 
the future pay 40 instead of 30 dre per kilog. (11. 2s. 2d. instead 
of 16s. 11d. per ewt.), a charge which, according to the Consul- 
General’s despatch, will chiefly affect the importation of so- 
called “ English leather” or jean. Carbide of calcium has been 
relieved from the former import duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem, 
and will henceforth be admitted free; and the duty on husked 
rice has been reduced from 10 to 7 Gre per kilog. (5s. 73d. to 
3s. 114d. per cwt.). 


BELGIUM. 
Deduction of Excise Duty on Spirits or Alcohols of Home 
Manuf acture. 


A despatch, dated 25th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting 
copies of a Royal Decree modifying the second article of the 
Decree of 11th August last, by which the deduction in the 
Excise duty allowed by article 5 of the Alcohol Law of 15th 
April, 1896, to spirits or alcohols of home manufacture for loss 
on rectification when intended for home consumption was ex- 
tended to such spirits when declared for export. 

The deduction in the Excise duty referred to above is now 
fixed as follows :— 

1. At 3} per cent. as regards rectified alcohols of 85 degrees 
or over (Gay-Lussac) at a temperature of 15 degrees Centigrade. 

2. At 2 per cent. as regards spirits or alcohols from 40 to 85 
degrees, exclusively, at a temperature of 15 degrees Centigrade. 


NETHERLANDS—J AVA. 


Tariff Modifications. 


The United States Consul at Batavia reports that, in spite of 
the vigorous protests of the commercial communities in Nether- 
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lands India, the internal revenue tax on petroleum has been 
raised from 3s. 4d. to 4s. 2d. per hectolitre (22 gallons). 
This tax is for all oils, whether native or foreign. In addition, 
the foreign oils pay a Customs duty of 5d. per hectolitre, which 
is the same as before. 

This new tax went into effect on the 11th January last. None 
of the companies, American, Russian, or Sumatran, are pre- 
pared to predict the effect on their business by this extra tax ; 
but they admit that they propose to add it to their price to the 
consumer. So it is safe to say that it may have the effect of 
diminishing trade somewhat, as the natives are poor and im- 
provident, and never have anything to spare. The chances 
are that many who now use petroleum will revert to cocoanut 
oil, which they can make at home very cheaply. 

On the same day—llth January—an increased internal 
revenue tax on matches, native and foreign alike, was put into 
force. The old tax of 8d. per gross (144 boxes) is to be raised 
to 1s. 2d. per gross. 

The a | of 6 per cent. ad valorem on foreign matches is left 
unchanged. 

The difference will not be felt for awhile, as heavy importa- 
tions have been made to anticipate the increased tax. 


GERMANY. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Embassy in 
Berlin, copy of a law regulating the duties on certain “ pongée 
silks” on importation into Germany, as follows :— 


Only Article—The following provision is now added as an 


additional note at the end of Classification No. 30 of the Customs 
‘Tariff, promulgated by a notice dated 24th May, 1885 :— 

3. Silk tissues, without pattern, and of close taffeta (T'affet- 
bindig), in a bleached or unbleached state (roh auch abgekocht), 
made only of the silk of the “‘ Bombyx Mori,” without any ad- 
mixture of floss silk, or silk from the silkworm living on oaks 
(Eichenspinner), or of other spun materials, and when woven on 
both sides with fixed selvages: per 100 kilos., 300 marks (equals 
71. 12s. 6d. per ewt., or 1s. 43d. per Ib.). 

The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Embassy in 

‘Berlin, notification that “chip pieces and shreds of tinned iron 
plates” (Weissblechabf dlle) it deprived of the coating of tin 


will no longer be admitted from abroad freé of duty, under the 
provisions of §2 of the “ Final Protocol to the Zollverein Treaty 
of 8th July, 1867.” 

That paragraph provided that pig-iron and old broken iron 
destined for casting, hammer works, or rolling mills could be 
imported free of duty, under specified conditions, if the com- 
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modities made therefrom were either exported or employed in 
the construction of ships. 


France—Tanrtt. 
Export Duty on Mother-of-Pearl Shells. 


The United States Vice-Consul at Tahiti, under date of 14th 
December, 1898, writes that an export tax on mother-of-pearl 
shells has been voted in the colony. The tax, which amounts 
to 250 francs (10/.) per 1,000 kilograms (2,204°6 lbs.), is intended 
to promote trade with France, and to be remitted when it is 
proved that shipments are intended to be used for manufactur- 
ing purposes in France. This will not become law until 
approved in France or sanctioned by the governor of the colony. 


SpParn. 


Certificates of Origin “to Order.” 


A despatch, dated 4th March, 1899, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambassador 
at Madrid, forwarding copy and translation of a Royal Order, 
authorising that certificates of origin be issued “to order” in 
all cases in which the Custom House regulations allow of there 
being no express consignment, and so long as the bills of lading 
are also made out “to order.” 


Treatment of Imports from Bulgaria into Spain. 


A despatch, dated 22nd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’ Affairs at Madrid, reporting 
that a Royal Order was published in the Official Gazette of 
22nd March, to the effect that merchandise imported from Bul- 
garia will in future be assessed for Customs duties under the 
first column of the Spanish Customs tariff. 

The reason for this order is that Spanish merchandise does not 
enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment in Bulgaria. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Prohibition of Italian Silver Coin. 

A despatch, dated 14th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, H.M. Minister at 
Berne, enclosing copy of a decree of the 21st February, pub- 
lished in the “ Swiss Official Journal” of the 8th March, pro- 
hibiting, on pain of confiscation, the importation of Italian 
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fractional coins of the value of two francs, one franc, and half 
a franc, a measure resorted to in consequence of the recent re- 
sumption in Italy of specie payments, and the circumstance that 
in the event of a dissolution of the Latin Monetary Union Italy 
would still be exonerated from the obligation of taking back 
its exported fractional coinage. 


Total Prohibition of Matches with White Phosphorus. 


A despatch, dated 23rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister at Berne, forwarding copy 
of a Federal law, which prohibits, by Article 4, the manwfacture, 
importation, exportation, or sale of lucifer matches with white 
(yellow) phosphorus. 

A Federal Decree, dated the 10th March, and just published, 
fixes the Ist April, 1900, for the cessation of their manufacture, 
the Ist June, 1899, of their importation (and of white phos- 
phorus in any form, except for scientific, pharmaceutical, and 
other harmless purposes), and the Ist January, 1901, of their 
sale or exportation. 


Commercial Treaty. 


A despatch, dated 3rd February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Santiago, forwarding copy 
and translation of the treaty of commerce between the Republic 
of Chile and the Swiss Confederation, which was published in, 
the “ Diario Oficial,” of the 3lst January last. 

It is to be observed that, as was the case with the commercial 
treaty between Great Britain and Chile, the most-favoured- 
nation clause does not include special fiscal immunities accorded 
by Chile to the Latin-American States. | 

The principal articles of the above treaty are as follows:— ° 

1. Chilean citizens and Chilean products in Switzerland, and 
Swiss citizens and Swiss products in Chile, shall henceforth 
enjoy, without any restriction, the most-favoured-nation treat- . 
ment, and shall consequently enjoy any favour, privilege, or 
immunity which may be accorded in Switzerland or in Chile 
to the citizens or products of any other nation. 

2. The stipulations made in the foregoing article shall not 
include those cases where Chile may accord special favours, 
exemptions, or immunities to the products of other Latin- 
American States. 

It is understood that Switzerland, as a most-favoured-nation, 
cannot lay claim to such concessions, save when they may be 
made to a State not forming part of Latin-America. 

3. The present treaty shall come into force on the day when 
ratifications are exchanged, and shall remain in force until one 
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year after it may be denounced by one of the high contracting 
parties. 
The treaty was ratified on the 31st January last. 


SERVIA. 


New Law regulating the General Customs Tariff. 


A despatch, dated the 20th February last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Belgrade, forwarding 
translation of a new law, which came into force on the 12th 
February last, regulating the General Customs Tariff applicable 
to goods imported from or exported to countries with which 
Servia has no commercial treaties. 

The above may be seen on apovlication at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W,. 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UnItTED STATEs. 


Tariff Regulations as to Chinese Teas. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a Treasury circular of the U.S. Government, as 
follows : — 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Board of Tea 
. Experts, Department’s Regulations under the Tea Act of 2nd 
March, 1897, are supplemented as follows :— 

All Foo-chow and Amoy teas will hereafter be compared with 
both the Foo-chow and Amoy standards, and, if found equal in 
drawing quality and infused leaf to either, the tea may be 
admitted. It should be understood, however, that the tea need 
not be of the same character as to drawing qualities as either 
standard, so long as it is equal in general sweetness. 

This rule will be followed until the adoption of new standards 
to be prepared by the present Board of Tea Experts. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of 
articles in the Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs 
laws of the United States, have recently been given by the 
authorities in that country :— 

Baggage of Passengers—Whenever the baggage of passen- 
gers arriving from abroad is found to contain any articles pur- 
chased abroad which have not been declared by the passengers, 
they shall be described on the back of the baggage declaration 
by the inspector, and submitted to the appraising officers for 
appraisement, and the inspector will be held responsible for the 
failure to find and report such articles regardless of value. 
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- Common window glass, with bevels polished, is not polished 
cylinder glass under the Act of 1897. 

Books and articles free of duty may be imported by mail. 

Books, whether dutiable or non-dutiable, may be imported 

by mail, and are not subject to seizure. All other dutiable goods 
are liable to seizure. 
_. Elastie Braids —Braids made of vegetable fibre and india- 
rubber are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem, irrespective of 
the value of the india-rubber component, and not at 30 per cent. 
ad valorem. Braids made of silk and india-rubber are likewise 
dutiable at 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Calcium carbide is dutiable as a chemical compound at 25 
per cent. ad valorem. 

Cotton yarns, dyed, glazed, and finished, not advanced beyond 
the condition of singles, are dutiable, according to the number 
of the yarns in the grey, and also according to the weight of the 
goods as landed in the United States. The word ‘“ number” 
means the number of yarns in the grey or original condition, 
before being dyed, glazed, and finished. 

Soda-water bottles, imported filled with soda water, and hold- 
ing less than one pint, are free of duty as usual covering of 
free goods. 

Photographic lenses, mounted, are dutiable at the rate of 35 
per cent. ad valorem, as lenses, and not as optical instruments. 

Bengalines, a fabric composed of silk and wool, silk chief 
value, is liable to duty as “ manufactures of silk,” at 45 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Antipyrine is dutiable as a medicinal preparation in which 
alcohol is used, at 50 cents per pound. 

An American citizen who removes to Europe, and remains 
there for five years, retaining,’ however, his citizenship 
in the United States, is not, when returning to the United 
States an “emigrant” within the meaning of paragraph 645, 
Tariff Act of 1897. 

Caps made of wool, knitted, are dutiable as “ wool-knit wear- 
ing apparel,” under paragraph 285, Act of 1894, and not under 
paragraph 284, because crocheted, there being no commercial 
distinction between goods knit and goods crocheted. 

Braids, composed of metal, glue, and hemp, hemp chief 
value, commercially known as fancy straw braids, for ornament- 
ing hats, bonnets, and hoods, are excluded from free entry under 
paragraph 518, Act of 1890. 

W omen’s corsets, made of cotton and other materials, trimmed 
around the upper border with cotton lace edging, or with em- 
broidered edging, are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem, for 
“wearing apparel, and other articles made wholly or in part of 
lace, or in imitation of lace,” and for “ wearing apparel, hand- 
kerchiefs, and other articles or fabrics embroidered in any 
manner by hand or machinery,” irrespective of the cost of such 
trimming or ornamentation. aes 
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Handkerchief s—White revered and hem-stitched handker- 
chiefs, composed of cotton or other vegetable fibre, and orna- 
mented with a single row of fancy stitching of the style called 
featherstitch, in the nature of embroidery, are dutiable as em- 
broidered handkerchiefs. 

“Velvet cords” or “ corded velvets,” so-called, made of cotton, 
22} inches in width, weighing over 7 ounces to the square yard, 
used for binding women’s skirts, or for making women’s jackets, 
and also for boys’ wearing apparel, are held to be dutiable as 
“corduroys” at 18 cents per square yard, and 25 per cent ad 
valorem, and not to be dutiable as “ velveteens” or as “pile 
fabrics other than corduroys,” at 12 cents per square yard and 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Pilotage Dues at Galveston. 


A despatch, dated 11th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston, transmitting 
copy of a notice issued by the Pilot Commissioners of that port, 
under which the following rates of pilotage will be charged on 
all vessels subject, according to law, to engage the services of 
pilots, which scale of charges was to begin on Ist April, 1899, 
and remain in force until further notice, viz. :— 

Per feet draft 
For vessels not exceeding 500 tons net register ... $3°00 
For vessels over 500 and not exceeding 1,000 tons 


For vessels over 1,000 and not exceeding 1,500 

tons net register 3°75 
For vessels of 1,500 tons net register... .. 4:00 


These charges are payable each way, in and out of port. 

Inward pilotage shall begin from a distance within ten miles 
from the outer end of the jetties to any place in Galveston Bay 
or harbour, where vessels require to be anchored or moored. 

Outward pilotage shall begin from such places in Galveston 
Bay or harbour where vessels are anchored or moored, to beyond 
and well clear of the outer end of the said jetties. 

Prior to the issue of this notice a uniform rate of $4 
per foot—inward and outward—was charged per vessel. 

The recent changes will probably not affect British shipping 
to any appreciable extent, as the British vessels under 1,500 
tons net register trading with Galveston are comparatively 


few in number, the average tonnage per vessel last year being 
1,876 tons. 


Cusa. 


Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of the “‘ Gaceta de la Habana,” for 19th March last, 
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containing the following decision as to the duties on whisky 
imported into Cuba : — 

From and after 4th March, 1899, an additional section “EK” 
is added to paragraph 297 of the Amended Customs Tariff, so 
that the last two sections of the said paragraph will read as 
follows :— 


d) Whiskies, in casks hecto. $10°00 
e) Whiskier, in bottles or flasks _... » 23°00 
NICARAGUA. 


Tariff Modifications. 


With reference to previous notices in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” a despatch, dated 15th February last, has been re- 
ceived from H.M. Consul at Granada (Nicaragua) stating that 
the Government of that Republic have recently made a further 
alteration in the Customs tariff, and from the Ist February the 
new tariff, published on the 1st September last, was to be sus- 
pended for six months, and meanwhile import duties will be 
charged at the old rate, with an extra 50 per cent. on everything 
excepting the following articles :— 

Grey mantas, grey drills, white shirtings, -prints, batistes, 
lawns, sewing thread, ducks, cotton and woollen blankets, coffee 
sacks, kerosene, boot cuts, sewing silk, weaving cotton, flour, 
soap, boat elastic, patent medicines, which will remain as 
before; also all articles free of duty in the new tariff will 
remain the same. 


Perv. 


New Import and Consumption Dues on Tobacco, Cigars, 
and Cigarettes. 

A despatch, dated 28th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Alfred St. John, H.M. Acting Chargé 
d’Affaires at Lima, forwarding copy and translation of a law 
promulgated on the 14th January, establishing the new scale of 
import and consumption dues to be levied henceforth on tobacco, 
cigars, and cigarettes, as follows :— 

Article 1—The import duty on tobacco of all kinds, and 
upon cigars and cigarettes which are imported from abroad into 
the territory of the Republic, shall be specific, and in future 
shall be collected in all Custom Houses conformably to the fol- 
lowing tariff:— 


Sols, cts. 
Tobacco of contiguous regions in the leaf, raw, 
in rolls (guafa) or pressed (mazo), per 
kilogram, net weight... iy 
Tobacco of any other source, in the leaf, raw, in 
rolls (guafia) or pressed (mazo), per kilogram, 
net weight «as 
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Sols. cts. 
Tobacco of whatever origin, inclusive of con- 
tiguous regions, chewing, snuff, cut or 
chopped, and, in general, tobacco manu- 
factured in any manner other than cigars and 
cigarettes, per kilogram, net weight ee ad 
Cigars, Italian, per kilogram, net weight ino] WE O 
Cigars of any other origin, per kilogram, net 
weight _ 7 #O 


Cigarettes, of whatever origin, in packets not 
containing more than twenty-four cigarettes, 


Article 2-—In future, in all the Republic, a tax shall be paid 
in the places of consumption on all kinds of tobacco, cigars, 
and cigarettes conformably to the following scale :— 


Sols. cts, 

1. Tobacco of national source, in the leaf, raw, 

in rolls, pressed or any other form, per kilo- 

2. Tobacco of Mexico and Central America, per 
kilogram, net weight 

3. Tobacco of contiguous regions, in the leaf, 

raw, in rolls or pressed, per kilogram, net 

4. Tobacco, foreign, of any other origin, in the 

leaf, raw, in rolls, pressed, per kilogram, net 

5. Tobacco, foreign, chewing or snuff, per kilo- 
gram, net weight... one ove » 8 

6. Tobacco, foreign, cut or chopped, or in packets, 
or cigarettes, &c., per kilogram, net weight 3 0 


7. Cigars imported from any foreign source in 
boxes or in bulk, per kilogram, net weight 2 50 


Article 3.—Native tobacco declared for consumption and not 
manufactured, may be deposited for the space of eight months 
in the fiscal depéts, and shall be returned according as the 
depositors demand it, the corresponding duty upon the weight 
which is received being then paid upon its removal. 

The tobacco may also continue in deposit for six months more ; 
but in this.case } cent per month per kilogram shall be paid as 
storage dues. 

For the operation of this article the packages shall be 
examined and weighed in the presence of the owner before being 
stored, and afterwards upon removal, in order to deduct the 
legitimate waste. 

Article 4.—On all tobacco manufactured in the country in 
the form of cigars, cigarettes, cut or chopped, which may be 
exported abroad, after verification of the contents of the pack- 
ages and the fact of exportation to foreign territory, shall 
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be returned to the exporter part or the whole of the duty as 
follows :— 

Tobacco, native or foreign, which may be exported already 
cut for the manufacture of cigarettes, net weight, drawback, 1 
sol. per kilogram. 

The same, entirely manufactured into cigars or cigarettes, in 
boxes, or in packets, or in bulk, net weight, drawback, 2 sols 
per kilogram. 

This drawback shall not be paid when the articles exported 
have been made by machinery. 

Article 5.—The stocks of tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes actu- 
ally in the places of consumption, in order to meet the sur- 
charge which the double duty determined by the present law 
imposes, shall enjoy the exemptions accorded by Article 3, and 
may consequently be also deposited for eight months in the 
fiscal depdts. 

Article 6.—The municipalities shall not have power to tax 
the articles referred to by this law with greater duties than 
those laid down in the following tariff, whatever be their classi- 
fication : — 


Sols. cts. 
Tobacco, raw, cut, chopped, or in any other form, 
per kilogram, net weight... 
Packets of cigarettes, native or foreign, per 
Cigars, in bulk, or in boxes, per thousand en i 


Consular Invoices in English. 


A despatch, dated 9th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Acting Chargé d’Affaires. at Lima, 
stating, with reference to shippers to Peruvian ports being com- 
pelled to make out consular invoices in the Spanish language, 
- that the circular issued by the Peruvian Government to the 
Consuls upon this subject does not make this obligatory, but 
merely recommends it “as far as possible.” Inasmuch as in 
most cases it is impossible for British shippers to correctly 
classify goods in Spanish, in accordance with the requirements 
of the Peruvian tariff, and as errors of this kind render im- 
porters liable to pay double duties and fines, they prefer to 
receive their consular invoices in English, so that they may 
present them to the Custom House accompanied by a correct 
translation. 


Reduction of Export Duty on ‘Cocoa. 


According to a despatch, dated 24th February last, received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Acting Chargé d’ Affairs at Lima, 
the export duty on cocoa from Peru has been reduced from 80 to 
60 cents per quintal of 46 kilograms. This decree is retro- 
active in its operation. It establishes that if duty has been 
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levied at the rate of 80 cents from the 12th October last, the 
date of the passing of the Bill ordering the reduction to be 
effected, the difference of 20 cents shall be returned. 


Haiti. 


Increase of Import Duties. 


It is reported in the last “ Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of the 
American Republics” that the Government of Haiti intended 
to put in force a law raising all import duties 25 per cent. on 
and after Ist February, 1899. 


Britisu Inp1a. 


Tariff Modifications. 
According to Customs Circular No. 11, of 1899, of the Indian 
Government, machinery (and component parts) for the distil- 


— of spirits are to be admitted into British India free of 
uty. 


Natat. 
Arrangement as to Goods in Transit. 


The “South African Trade Journal” states that at the 
recent conference held in Natal, at which the parties to the 
Customs Union Convention were represented, an arrangement 
was come to by which ad valorem goods which have already 
paid duty will, upon production of a certificate from the 
Customs, be admitted into other parts concerned in the Union 
without payment of further duty. Spirits, which have already 
paid pre-Convention duty, will, by paying the difference between © 
the new and the old duties, be allowed to cross into other parts 
without further payment of duty. The same principle will 
apply to cigars, cigarettes, and tobacco. This disposes of the 
difficulty which had arisen on the border when the Convention 
came into force. 


West AUSTRALIA. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The ‘‘ Journal of Commerce” states that the following altera- 
tions and additions to the “ Interpretation of the Tariff” of the 
colony of West Australia have been published :— 


Alterations. 


‘Asbestos Covering Composition, set down as “15 per cent.” 
should be “‘ Free.” 
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Wire Cloth, Gauges, and Screens for Quartz Crushing.—This 
line is now punctuated so as to make it clear that it is not all 
wire cloth, gauges, and screens, but only wire cloth and gauges 
and screens for mining that are free, other wire cloth being 
dutiable at 15 per cent. 

Wire Rope Lubricator and Cleaner, as machinery 5 per cent. 
The punctuation of this line is also altered, so that it applies 
to a machine for lubricating and cleaning wire ropes, and not 
wire rope—which is free. 


XXUI.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


NorwecGian Mart Steamers as War Crvisers. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, a contract has been signed 
between the Bergen Steamship Company and the Defence 
Department of the Norwegian Government by which a fast- 
going passenger and mail steamer ordered by the former from 
Aker Engineering Works, Christiania, shall be so built as to 
serve as an auxiliary cruiser in time of war. 

The vessel is to have a length of 198 feet, a breadth of 28 
feet, and a speed of from 14 to 15 knots. It is to be provided 
with two steel decks covered with oak or teak. 

The cost of the vessel is to be 25,000/., and the Government 
is bound by the contract to pay the company the sum of 555/. 
per annum. 


Tue GrowtTH oF TRADE. 


A despatch, dated 28th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting 
a table showing the growth of Belgian trade since 1831. 

The table, it is true, only deals with what are designated as 
“ Marchandises principales” to the number of 308, but never- 
theless it may be taken as showing the constant development 
of Belgian trade with other countries. 

With regard to the falling-off in the Belgian exports to 
England in 1898, of which there was a notice. on pp. 294-5 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for March last, it is stated that 
although at first sight this might appear a matter for regret, in 
reality it is a subject for congratulation to Belgian traders, as 
the falling-off is due to the creation of Belgian lines of steamers 
by which goods are now conveyed direct to their destination 
instead of, as formerly, being transhipped in England. 


| 
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The fact that since 1841 imports into Belgium have always 
exceeded exports is regarded as satisfactory from a Belgian 
point of view, as the principal increase in imports is shown to be 
in raw materials, and it is said to be due to this increase that 
Belgian goods can be produced at such a cheap rate and 
compete successfully on foreign markets. 


Trade of Belgium since 1831. 


Exports of 
Year. Imports —— Domestic Produce 
and Manufacture. 
£ £ 
1841 ous out ask 8,401,000 6,166,000 
1891 pee 71,993,000 60,761,000 


Tur German Levant SteamMsuir Company. 


A communication, dated 10th March last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambas- 
sador at Berlin, forwarding a despatch from the Commercial 
Attaché to that Embassy relating to the fast services of the 
— Steamship Company to various Eastern ports, as fol- 
ows :— 

It is announced in the Press that it was decided last year that 
the German Levant Steamship Company should despatch direct 
steamers to the Levant, without completing their cargoes at 
Antwerp, as had previously been the case. This change had 
effected a saving of one week in the trip, and the exportation 
had been much improved by this step. The new steamers of 
that line do the voyage to Malta in 9 days, to the Pirzus in 11, 
to Smyrna in 18, to Constantinople in 15, and to Odessa in 20. 
One such express steamer now leaves Hamburg on the last day 
of each month. 

It is pointed out that, after the introduction of the through 
reduced rates (combined State Railway and the Levant Steam- 
ship Company rates), the tariffs for freights to the East vid 
Hamburg were far cheaper than those by other European ports 
such as Trieste, and that the only impediment to their being 
still more extensively used was the former length of the voyage, 
which was done away with last year in the case of the monthly 
fast steamers. 
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Tue German Soutu Cameroon Company. 


A despatch, dated 16th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, stating 
that the “ German Colonial Gazette” announces that at a sitting 
of the Federal Council on the 16th January it was resolved to 
confer on the South Cameroon Company, in virtue of its statutes 
approved by the Imperial Chancellor, such rights as will enable 
the company to acquire real property, to enter into binding 
engagements, and to be plaintiffs or defendants in Courts of 
Law. The seat of the new society is at Hamburg. 

The objects of the society are Tonite in the statutes as the 
acquisition and exploitation of territories in West Africa, the 
construction of roads, railroads, canals, telegraphs, and the 
establishment of steamship communications, the promotion of 
immigration, and the encouragement of settlements. The 
society is further empowered to lend or borrow sums of money, 
with or without security, and to participate in any financial 
operation or commercial enterprise which may appear likely to 
further the interests of the society. No limit is placed on the 
duration of the society. 

The capital is of 2,000,000 marks, divided into 5,000 shares 
of 400 marks each. 

No information is given in the statutes as to the scope and 
area of the South Cameroon Company’s operations, but certain 
factories established by the Belgian Upper Congo Company 
have been taken over by the new company, as they were found 
to be situated within the south-western sphere of the Protec- 
torate. 


Tuer Provosep Ruine-Evse Canat. 


A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
a memorandum relating to the Bill now laid before the Land- 
tag for a ship canal from the Rhine to the Elbe at a total cost 
of 13,039,235/., as follows : — 

The Bill, containing the much-talked-of project for a ship 
canal from the Rhine to the Elbe, has now been laid before the 
hoe House of Deputies. Its provisions are shortly as fol- 
ows :— 

§1. The Government is empowered to carry out a ship canal 
connecting the Rhine, the Weser, and the Elbe, consisting of 
the following parts :— 

i fenal rom the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of Lahr, to 
the Dortmund-Ems canal in the neighbourhood of Herne. 

2. Various works to improve the Dortmund-Ems canal from 
Dortmund to Bevergen. 

3. A canal from the Dortmund-Ems canal in the neighbour- 
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hood of Bevergen to the Elbe, in the neighbourhood of Hem- 
richsberg, below Magdeburg (Midland Canal), with branch 
canals to Osnabriick, Minden, Linden, Wiilfel, Hildesheim, 
Lehrte, Peine, and Magdeburg, including the canalising of the 
Weser from Minden to Hameln. 

The cost of these works is to be a total of 260,784,700 marks, 
or 13,039,235/., divided as follows :—145,298,000 marks, or 
2,264,900/., for No. 1; 4,067,000 marks, or 203,350/., for No. 2; 
and 211,419,700 marks, or 10,570,985/., for No. 3. 

The Bill empowers the Finance Minister to raise the 
necessary sums for the above-mentioned projects by a series of 
loans, for which the rate of interest payable, the conditions of 
issue, &c., will be determined by him. 

Other paragraphs concern the guarantees, &c., required from 
the various provinces and other public bodies interested in this 
great project. 


EsTABLISHMENT OF A CoLoNntAL INSTITUTE IN Paris. 


- A despatch, dated 16th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Embassy in Paris, transmitting copy 
of a decree, preceded by a report drawn up by the Minister of 
Colonies, establishing in Paris a Colonial Institute (Office 
Coloniale). 

The Institute will be located in the Palais Royal, in the build- 
ing previously occupied by the Indo-Chinese Enquiry Office, 
which will be merged into the new administration. 


It will comprise :— 

(1) A Colonial Enquiry and Emigration Office. 
(2) A Permanent Colonial Exhibition. 
(3) A Library open to the public. 

It will be placed under the supervision of a Board, presided 
over by the Minister of the Colonies, composed of members of 
the Consulting Committee of Agriculture, Commerce, and In- 
dustry; of the Presidents of the principal Chambers of Com- 
merce of France; of the President of the National Institute of 
Foreign Commerce ; of the Director of the Bank of Indo-China; 
and of the Central Agent of the Colonial banks. . 

There will be a Committee of Administration composed of 
seven members to be appointed by the Minister of the Colonies, 
four of whom are to be chosen frem the Supervising Board. 

The Colonial Institute will not entail any extra charge in the 
Budget, the votes of 21,000 francs for the permanent Colonial 
Exhibition and the subvention of 14,000 francs paid by Indo- 
China, being appropriated to its use. 

It will, moreover, be competent to accept subventions, gifts, 
and legacies. 
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Tue CEMENT TRADE. 


A despatch, dated 27th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Marseilles, enclosing an 
extract from the French journal “ Le Ciment,” in which it is 
stated that most of the cement imported into France comes from 
Belgium, and the supply of this merchandise from England 
grows less and less year by year. The natural cements of Mar- 
seilles and Grenoble find their market in Italy, Spain, Turkey, 
and Algeria. ( 

The prices now ruling at Marseilles are as follows, f.0.b. :— 

Per English ton 


Per French ton. at par, 
Slow-hardening “ Portland” 30 francs £1 4 5 
Theil 50. 2 0 8 
Grenoble “ Chartreuse ” 50. C=, 20 8 
Semi slow-hardening “ Valentine” 26 
Quick-hardening “ Marseille” a 1 3 6 


Tue oF MARTINIQUE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of extract from a French newspaper, giving parti- 
culars as to the exports. of the staple products of Martinique in 
1897 and 1898, as follows :— . 


Articles exported. 1897, 1898. 
Sugar... Kilo, 34,734,000 31,450,000 
Molasses 9 46, 13,000 
Tafia... hecto. 174,000 150,000 
Coffee kilo. 1,000 1,400 
Cocoa 500,000 635,000 
Cassia 119,000 134,000 
Logwood ee 1,500,000 900,000 
Indigo 676 376 
Vanilla 973 


Provosep IMPROVEMENTS AT ANCONA. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Oftice from the 
British Vice-Consul .at Ancona, dredging operations have com- 
menced in that harbour for deepening the channel leading to 
the ex Lazzaretto, now used as a sugar refinery, to five metres 
(16°5 feet), for a stipulated sum of 100,000 lire (4,000/.)._ 

As soon as this channel has been deepened other most impor- 
tant and necessary excavations will be carried out. 

Commencing from the green light placed on the extreme end 
of the South Mole, the dredger will gradually proceed to the 
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interior of the harbour until a depth of nine metres (29°6 feet) 
is obtained. 

For these operations a further sum of 400,000 lire (16,000/.) 
— agreed upon, and the contractors are Messrs. Queirolo, 
of Genoa. - 


Contract ror DrepGine Harpours. 


With reference to a notice on p. 260 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for March last, a despatch has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, reporting that 
the new contract for the dredging of Sicilian harbours has been 
assigned to M. Achille de Baritault, of Palermo, a French 
subject, who had the contract formerly. 


Tue FISHERIES OF THE ADRIATIC. 


A despatch, dated 23rd March, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Trieste transmitting copy 
of extract from the “Piccolo” with reference to the fisheries 
of the Adriatic Sea, and the supply of fish for the Viennese 
markets. 

The “ Piccolo” states that at a recent sitting of the Municipal 
Council a request was brought forward by the “ Nordsee Society 
for the Fishery in the North Sea,” that the town of Vienna 
should grant them suitable open spaces or markets for the sale 
of sea-fish. 

The request was well received, because the Vienna population 
would thus have the means of purchasing sea-fish without diffi- 
culty, and at moderate prices. It was pointed out regarding 
the conditions of the fishery in the Adriatic amongst other 
things, that the conditions of the fishing industry in Austria is 
really very bad, principally because it is pursued on a most 
primitive Se. It is true that the Adriatic is not so rich in 
fish as the North Sea, but it is incontestable that much may be 
done in order to improve the trade, to increase the production, 
to push the sale, and to facilitate the dispatch of sea-fish into 
the interior of Austria. It was stated that the Austrian fisher- 
men were indolent, and showed a want of enterprise, and that 
the only professional fishermen in the Adriatic are the “Chiog- 
giotti” (from Chioggia near Venice). Fishing should be carried 
out systematically with steamers, and the fishing society should 
afford facilities to Austrian fishermen to extend their activity 
along the whole of the Adriatic and even beyond. With regard 
to other measures by which an impetus could be given to the 
fishing industry of the Adriatic, it was said that in 1891 the 
South Railway (Sidbahn) had granted the exceptional tariff of 
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8 kreuzers per kilogramme for fish sent by the night quick 
train from ‘Trieste to Vienna. The following resolution was 
voted: “The Municipal Council of Vienna declares itself ready 
to grant any Austrian undertaking that would facilitate the for- 
warding and the sale of sea-fish to the interior of Austria, the 
same facilities as those granted to the German fishing society.” 
It was also proposed that the Vienna Municipality should enter 
into negotiations with persons at Trieste who are interested in 
the fish trade, in order to decide what would be the most oppor- 
tune steps to be taken in order to facilitate the supply of fish 
from Trieste to the interior of Austria. 

The Vienna Municipal Council finally decided to grant, for 
the present, to the fishery society “ Nordsee” two markets for 
the sale of fish, and to put further spaces at their disposal should 
it be necessary. 

The above article demonstrates that there might be an open- 
ing for an enterprising firm on the Austrian coast of the 
Adriatic. 


Proposep Direct Rattway AND STEAMBOAT SERVICE BETWEEN 
BucHaREst, AND CONSTANTINOPLE. 


A despatch, dated 10th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, with reference 
to the convention laid before the Roumanian Parliament, which 
has been signed at Berlin between the Governments of Germany 
and Roumania for the establishment of a fast and direct rail- 
way and steamboat service between Berlin, Bucharest, and 
Constantinople, as well as of direct postal and telegraphic com- 
munication between Berlin and Constantinople, vzé Bucharest 
and Constantza. 

Article II. of the Convention stipulates that the Govern- 
ments of Germany and Roumania each agree to reduce by 25 
centimes the cost of transmission of postal parcels along the new 
route. 

The above concession will certainly benefit German trade with 
Roumania, and also with Constantinople and Asia Minor. 


Mininc Laws. 1n THE PortuGuEsE CoLonies. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy and translation of a Royal Decree, dated the 29th 
December, 1898—having the force of law—which was published 
in the Portuguese official journal of the 4th January last, in 
virtue of which the mining laws in the transmarine possessions 


of santana have been remodelled, and a new code is promul- 
gated. 


As stated in the Ministerial report, which is annexed to the 
decree, the chief object which the Government have in view is 
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to facilitate the exploration of mines by doing away with all 
unnecessary restrictions, by promoting and favouring the work 
of prospectors as an operation which should precede that of the 
manifesting of mines, and by leaving in the hands of the local 
authorities the mining concessions of a less important nature— 
reserving the granting of those on a large scale to the home 
Government. 

The report and decree may be seen by those interested at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Temporary Permission rok THE EMPLOYMENT OF FoREIGN 
LaBouRERS IN CONNECTION WITIE THE PHILADELPHIA 
EXHIBITION. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copies of a joint resolution of the United States Congress, 
approved on the Ist March, authorising foreign exhibitors at the 
Philadelphia Exhibition in 1899 to bring foreign labourers to 
the United States for the purpose of preparing for and making 
their exhibits under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, for a period not exceeding three months. 


Exports oF Cotton rrom Ports In THE UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 14th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston, transmitting 
extract from a local paper, giving a table of the value of the 
total exports of cotton from the leading ports of the United 
States, for the first six months of the season 1898-99, ending 
28th February, as follows :—- 


Six months ended February 28th. 
Ports.’ 
1898. 1899. 
$ $ 
Galveston ... one 39,816,888 51,271,392 
New Orleans ins 45,260,477 35,355,647 
Savannah ... ies ese 18,371,977 15,305,174 
New York... os 12,840,487 11,462,273 
Boston and Charlestown... 6,264,956 9,798,471 
Charleston... kee 9,138,295 6,609,169 
4,112,127 4,878,353 
4,287,863 4,215,092 
Norfolk and Portsmouth oe seu 2,189,050 1,675,264 
Detroit ... ooo 2,154,357 1,152,558 
1,807,242 1,067,788 
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It will be noticed that Galveston continues fo be the leading 
cotton exporting port in the United States. 


Grain Evevators at Gatveston (U.S.A.). 


A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston, reporting that 
a contract has recently been signed for an addition to grain 
elevator A, at Galveston, whereby the total capacity of that 
elevator will be increased 550,000 bushels. ‘ 

This addition will give facilities for loading an extra vessel, 
so that, after it is built, three ships can be loaded at one time. 

The proposed increased capacity will, it is said, bring the 
total storage room for grain of the Port of Galveston up to 
about 3,400,000 bushels, or somewhat more than the present 
storage capacity at New Orleans. 


Tue Centrat Bank or MExico. 


A despatch, dated 13th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Mexico, stating that the 
Central Bank of Mexico was opened in that city on the 15th 
February, 1899. 

It has started with a capital of $6,000,000 (about 600,000/.), 
one-half of which is paid up. This capital was subscribed by 
Mexican individuals to the amount of 350,000/., and the re- 
mainder was divided between Messrs. Bleichroder, the Deutsche 
Bank, and Drexel, Morgan and Co., of New York. 

This bank was founded to meet a want which was beginning 
to be felt by the fourteen recently-established provincial or 
State banks, for which it acts as a sort of central clearing house 
and agent, as well as engaging in ordinary banking business. 
It is stated on trustworthy authority that this new bank has 
every prospect of success. 


Recent Commerctat 1N 


A despatch, dated 15th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Santiago, reporting 
that, just previous to the closing of Congress on the 2nd Feb- 
ruary last, several useful measures were passed, and have become 
law, amongst them being the following, which affect indirectly 
foreigners, viz. :— 

An Act providing that the claims of minerals mentioned in 
Article 2 of the Mining Code shall pay a: yearly licence of $1 
per hectare for three years, after which period the annual licence 
shall be $5 per hectare. 

An Act providing for the introduction free of duty, for teu 
years, of raw cotton, and cotton weaving machinery, 
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An Act to empower the President of the Republic to spend 
$50,000 on the survey of the line of telegraph from Punta 
Arenas to Puerto Montt. 

An Act to empower the President of the Republic to grant a 
subsidy of 25,000/. for one year to a steamship company for a 
service between Chilian and Brazilian and intermediate ports. 

An Act to empower the President of the Republic to spend in 
1899 the sum of $500,000 on water supply for different towns. 

An Act making compulsory the declaration of infectious 
diseases. 

An Act sanctioning the Parcels Post Convention with the 
United States. 

An Act to empower the President of the Republic to put 
into force, on Ist June next, an Act imposing duties on certain 
articles introduced into Magellan territory, and to empower him 
to organise the necessary Custom House service. 

An Act to empower the President of the Republic to spend 
$1,160,000 in the extension of existing railways, and the con- 
struction of new lines in the province of Atacama. 

An Act to empower the President of the Republic to spend 
$300,000 in the construction and preservation of roads, prefer- 
ence being given to those from mineral fields to the coast. 

An Act to empower the President of the Republic to spend 
$950,000 in the completion of the circular railway in Santiago. 


XXIV.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SuEz CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables 
showing that the total number of vessels passing through the 
eanal in the month of December last was 274, of a gross tonnage 
of 1,037,057 tons. 

Of these 274 vessels, 183 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
696,791 tons; 29 German, 112,253 tons; 21 French, 86,300 
tons; 14 Dutch, 39,219 tons; 4 Japanese, 23,150 tons; 4 
Russian, 22,752 tons; 8 Italian, 21,741 tons; 6 Austro- 
Hungarian, 18,197 tons; 2 Spanish, 9,735 tons; 2 Norwegian, 
6,838 tons; and 1 Ottoman, 81 tons. 


PropuctTion or 1N RHODESIA. 


The Matabeleland mines during January, according to the 
Johannesburg journal “Machinery,” maintained their uni- 
formity of yield to a satisfactory degree, and the united output 
was 6,370 ozs. 15 dwts. The same number of stamps were at 
work, but the grade of rock treated slightly improved. 

The results of the four Matabeleland mines are all satisfac- 
tory, and in consequence of the bright prospects before them 
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several of the mines will ereet more stamps. The Geelong and 
Bonsor have already ordered another 10 stamps each, whilst the 
Tebekwe will double its 20-stamp mill and erect cyanide works. 

The following is the progressive output to January 31st, 
1899 :— 


MATABELELAND. 
Ozs. dwts. 
Up to August 31st, 1898 917 3 
September,1898... aes sec] 25846 ‘- 10 
October, 1898 ... ate i 3,913 0 
Total 19,002 5 
MASHONALAND. 
Total ...| 26,254 16 


At the Glendara, in Mashonaland, a trial crushing has been 
made of 429 tons, which yielded 129 ozs., or 8'2 dwts. per ton 
over the plates. 


Tue Inpustry or VicToRIA. 


The “ Journal of Commerce” states that, according to a return 
compiled by the assistant Government Statist at Melbourne, the 
quantity of wheat ground into flour in Victoria during the years 
1893 to 1898 was as under :— 


| 
— Wheat Flour Bushels of 
P | Ground. made. Wheat per 
| 
Bushels. Tons. | Ton of flour. 

1¢94 9,332,928 193,372 48°26 
1895... ave a 8,460,604 167,424 50°53 
6,118,438 121,823 50°22 
7,947,381 154,722 51°37 


Tne Harvest or Evrorrean Russia 1n 1898. 


The United States Consul-General at St. Petersburg states 
that an official report, giving the data concerning the harvest of 
cereals in European Russia for 1898, as compared with 1897, . 
exclusive of the Caucasus and Poland, which has just been made 
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public, includes all the cereals, and shows an average of about 
40 pouds per dessiatine (53 pounds = acre). Last year, the 
harvest amounted to 35 pouds per dessiatine (47 pounds per 
acre). The harvest for 1898 was better than 1897 for winter 
cereals by 17 per cent.; spring cereals, 14 per cent. ; and cereals 
in general, by 14 per cent. 


In the governments of Vologda, Kostroma, Saratov, Simbirsk, 
Viatka, Kazan, Perm, Samara, and Ufa, the crop amounted to 
less than half of that in 1897. In three governments—viz., 
Nijni Novgorod, Penza, and St. Petersburg—the yield was 
equal to that of 1897, and in the remaining thirty-eight govern- 
ments, better than in 1897. 


This year’s harvest was not uniform. In the greater part of 
the black-earth belt, and in many governments of the non-black- 
earth region, in the same district, and even sometimes on one 
and the same farm, by the side of a good crop were found un- 
satisfactory and even bad crops. This variety is attributed to 
an unequal distribution of the atmospheric deposits, to topo- 
graphic conditions, to noxious insects, and similar reasons. The 
yield of cereals in European Russia is classed as “ middling.” 
The harvest of spring and winter cereals in the large region 
covering the Kazan, Samara, Viatka, Simbirsk, Ufa, and the 
greater parts of the Saratov, Orenburg, Nijni Novgorod govern- 
ments, the eastern districts of the Penza government, the 
western and south-western districts of the Perm government, 
the northern parts of the Don region, and some districts of the 
Tula, Vladimir, and Kostroma governments, was bad. 


In other parts of the Empire, the yield of cereals, especially 
rye, was satisfactory; and in the south-western, some of the 
Lithuanian, White Russian, and Vistula governments, the 
crops were very good. 


New Harsovur THE Wuitet Szea. 


The Russian Government has decided to establish a new naval 
harbour in Katherine Gulf, the north-western arm of the 
White Sea. The “Manufacturer” reports that on 13th July 
next the Minister of Marine will be present at the laying of the 
first stone of the harbour works. Owing to the vicinity of the 
Gulf Stream the waters of the Katherine Gulf do not freeze, 
except during the severest winters. For many years Russia has 
been anxious to obtain a port from Norway, but it is under- 
stood that the Norwegian Government has now definitely re- 
fused to grant her a base on any part of its extended coast-line. 
The railway from Petrozavodsk to the White Sea will be finished 
in about five years. 
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Propvuction or Basic STEEL 1n GERMANY. 


The “Iron Age” gives the following statistics of the pro- 
duction of basic steel in Germany, the figures being in metric 
tons :— 


Teo Basic Pasic Total 
ei | Bessemer. Open hearth. Basic steel. 
1895 ... ose oes oes 2,520,396 1,018,897 3,539,203 
1,292,832 4,297,447 
3,234,214 1,304,423 4,538,637 


This does not include the output of acid steel, which, how- 
ever, is relatively small, nor does it include steel castings. ‘The 
above figures are quoted from returns issued by the * Verein 
Deutscher Eisen und Stahlindustrieller.” 


GoveRNMENT Arp To German Exvort Trane. 


The United States Consul at Annaberg states that the 
increasing support lent by the Imperial Government to 
commercial enterprise finds expression in the estimates 
and in the growing demands for the consular service. 
' Additional secretaries are to be appointed to the lega- 
tions at Mexico, Pekin, and to the embassy at Washington. 
To the embassy at St. Petersburg, experts in agriculture and 
forestry are to be appointed, in view of the importance of the 
Siberian Railway. New consulates are to be established at 
Bahia, Santa Catarina, Curitiba, Hankau, Sao Paulo, and 
Prague. Sixty thousand marks (3,000/.) are demanded for the 
sending of commercial experts to the United States, South 
America, and Turkey. 


Propvuction oF Coat 1x Betaium 1898. 


The “Iron Age” states that the coal production of Belgium 
in 1898 is reported at 22,075,093 metric tons. In 1897 the total 
was 21,534,629 tons, showing an increase of 540,464 tons, or 
2°5 per cent., last year. 


Bicycies SWITZERLAND. 


According to a report of the United States Consul at Zurich 
bicycles are in general use, especially in French Switzerland, 
Geneva, Lausanne, Zurich, Lucerne, &c. The condition of the 
roads varies very much; they are not suitable for riding from 
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December until March, owing to the heavy traffic everywhere, 
and to the fact that they are repaved during this period. Durin 
the season (which of late has not set in before April) the best 
roads are found in French Switzerland, Italian Switzerland, and 
in the Cantons of Aargau, Lucerne, and Basel. They are rather 
rough in the Cantons of Zurich, Graubiinden, and Schaffhausen, 
where the roads are often cut up by heavy traffic. Half of the 
roads are hilly, and the cycles have to stand a great strain. 
The only wheels suitable are those with strong rims, thick, 
non-slipping tyres, reliable brakes, spring saddles, and mud 
guards. This outfit should be made imperative for every 
wheel imported into Switzerland. In French Switzer- 
land, 1} inch tyres on 28 inch wheels are asked for most, while 
in German Switzerland, only 13 and 13 tyres find buyers. 

The receiving port for French Switzerland is Havre, and for 
German Switzerland, Antwerp. 


There are bonded warehouses in Geneva, Basel, and Schaff- 
hausen. 


The majority of cycles are imported from Germany; the 
United States follows, and then England. The duty on 
bicycles is 70 francs per 100 kilograms. In French 
Switzerland, 20 per cent. allowance is made for crating and 
packing; but in German Switzerland, the duty is charged on 
the gross weight. Consequently, the crating must be as light 
as possible, and closed boxes should never be used. It has 
frequently occurred that more duty had to be paid on the box, 
owing to its weight, than on the bicycle itself. It is necessary, 
however, that the metals be greased before leaving the factory, 
and that the whole cycle be wrapped in paper (preferably in 
large paper bags). There is no differential duty favouring cer- 
tain countries. 

All loose parts should be in small sealed boxes inside the 
erate; but no catalogues, bill of lading, or posters should be in- 
closed. These shquld be sent separately, or at least invoiced 


separately, or else the same duty will be charged as on the 
bicycle. . 


AmeErRIcAN LOCOMOTIVES IN THE Far Easv. 


“American Trade” states that the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works have received an order to build seventy-one locomotives 
for the Chinese Eastern, a part of the Trans-Siberian Railroad. 
This order was placed by the Board of Directors of the Chinese 
Eastern at St. Petersburg, with the approval of the Russian 
Government. The contract provides that forty of the loco- 
motives are to be shipped during the coming summer, and the 


remaining thirty-one in time to reach Vladivostock by the 
opening of navigation next year. 


| 

| 
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Provosep Exuipition: or Mexican Propvucts 1n Paris. 


The Mexican Consul-General in France, Sefior Vigo Limon, 
has proposed to his Government that a permanent exhibition of 
Mexican products be established in Paris. The Mexican Govern- 
ment is said to be giving favourable consideration to the 
scheme. It is suggested that 1900, the year of the Paris Ex- 
hibition, where. there will be in all probability a fine display 
of Mexican products, would be a good time for founding the 
proposed sample warehouse. | 


Sreamsitir SERVICE BETWEEN Paciric Ports 1n CENTRAL AND 
SoutH AMERICA. 


The “ Iron Age” notes that the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- 
pany, who, for upwards of half-a-century, have had a monopoly 
of the Pacific and Central American nes! have at last a power- 
ful rival in the Chilean line. This is a combination of the 
British “Pacific Steam Navigation Company” and the “ Com- 
pafiia Sud-Americana.”” So far five steamers have been put on 
between Valparaiso, Chile, and San José de Guatemala. They 
touch at Panama and the principal ports of Costa Rica, Nica- 
ragua, Honduras, and Salvador, their northern terminus being 
Ocos, Guatemala. The Pacific Mail have begun to feel the 
effects of this competition, and they have in serious contempla- 
tion a move into the enemy’s territory—that is, to continue their 
San Francisco line southward from Panama to Callao, Peru, 
and eventually to Valparaiso, Chile. 


New German STEaMsHipe SERVICE TO VENEZUELA. 


Mr. Russell, Secretary of the United States Legation at 
Caracas, has informed his Government that the Hamburg- 
American Steamship Company has established a new service to 
Venezuela. Two ships have been constructed for this service, 
and they will make monthly trips, beginning 15th February, 
1899. The itinerary is as follows:—Hamburg, Havre, Bar- 
bados, Trinidad, Ciudad Bolivar, Cartipano, Curnana, Guanta, 
and Maracaibo. The boats are specially constructed for. the 
Maracaibo and Ciudad Bolivar trade. They have 1,237 tons 
displacement, 500 horse-power, speed of 9 knots, carrying capa- 
city of 1,800 tons, draft 9 feet with 600 tons of cargo, and 11 
feet with 950 tons; capacity of water-ballast tank, 374 tons. 


Tue Forricn TRADE OF ARGENTINA. 


The trade returns of Argentina for 1898 show a con- 
‘siderable increase in the exports of the principal pro- 
ducts of the country. For example, the quantity of wheat 


484 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [April 1899, 


shipped has risen from 101,845 tons in 1897 to 645,161 tons in 
1898, and maize from 374,000 tons to 717,000 tons. Wool has 
increased from 205,000 tons to 221,000, sheepskins from 37,000 
tons to 42,000 tons; frozen mutton from 51,000 to 60,000 tons; 
live oxen from 238,000 head to 359,000 head, and live sheep 
from 504,000 to 578,000. As regards values, wheat has risen 
from $3,470,000 in 1897 to $22,368,000, maize from $5,478,000 
to $9,274,000, wool from $37,450,000 to $45,584,000, sheepskins 
from $4,074,000 to $6,194,000, frozen mutton from $2,035,000 
to $2,393,000, live oxen from $5,018,000 to $7,690,000, and 
sheep from $1,512,000 to $1,733,000. 


InpustRiAL ConGREsS IN ARGENTINA. 


The ‘Congress Industrial Argentina,” to be held in Buenos 
Ayres during the month of May, 1899, has, according to the 
* Manufacturer,” been suggested as an admirable opportunity 
for foreigners to study the products of the country, and to form 
an adequate idea of the tastes and requirements of the Argen- 
tine people. The purposes of the gathering are set forth in a 
prospectus recently sent to the Bureau of American Republics 
by Seftor E. E. Garcia, secretary of the congress, as follows :— 

The progress made of late years by the Argentine Republic 
in every branch of human knowledge has suggested the idea of 
holding an Argentine Industrial Congress in the city of Buenos 
Ayres, the Federal capital, where the manufacturer, farmer, 
cattle raiser, &c., may advance his particular line of industry, 
some of them studying the means to develop and enlarge it, 
while many others may investigate the causes which hinder its 
expansion, discovering by this means methods of overcoming 
these difficulties and the partial crises affecting certain indus- 
tries. 

The Committee of Organisation of this congress, whose bene- 
ficial results must have a notable influence on the development 
of the industries and the prosperity of the nation, either through 
the impulse which foreign capital will surely furnish or through 
the natural and logical assistance of native capitalists, has 
resolved to recognise as members of said congress not only 
citizens of the Republic, but also such foreigners as may request 
it, who will enjoy all the rights and prerogatives of the former, 
viz., right to membership, to the certificate that will be issued, 
and to the book to be published, containing all the proceedings 
of the congress. 

Applications should be made to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Organisation of the Argentine Industrial Congress, 
Don Eduardo Castro, Lorea 80, Buenos Ayres, and should be 
accompanied by a draft for forty francs to entitle the applicant 
to a certificate of membership, without which amount no appli- 
cation will be considered. A member may be represented, 
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should he so desire, by a reputable person in the Argentine 
Republic. Applications will be received in Buenos Ayres up 
to and not later than 15th April, 1899. In due time certificates 
and books will be sent. 


Cocoa Cror or Ecvapor. 


According to the “ Bulletin of the Bureau of the American 
Republics,” the cocoa crop of Ecuador for 1898 was the largest 
for a number of years, and amounted to 421,720 quintals (100 
pounds each). The crop of 1897 was 331,584 quintals; of 1896, 
343,310 quintals; and 360,031 quintals in 1895. 


Goops TRAFFIC TO THE TRANSVAAL VIA THE NETHERLANDS 
RalLway. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, statement of the tonnage of railway traffic conveyed by 
the Netherlands Railway from the boundary of the South 
African Republic to Johannesburg and Pretoria, showing the 
three routes—viz., vid Cape Colony, Natal, and Delagoa Bay, 
during the year 1898. 

The following table gives the amount of the total tonnage 
over the three routes. It may be observed that Vereeniging is 
the Customs House on the ete side after crossing the 
Orange Free State boundary, Volksrust is the first Customs 
House on the line from Natal, and Ressano Garcia is on the 
Delagoa Bay route. 


Tonnaje of Railway Traffic conveyed by Netherlands Railway to 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. 


Route. 1898. 
Tons. 

Via Vereeniging 
From Cape Colony... 112,833 
From Orange Free State 21,377 
Via Volksrust ons 137,244 
Via Ressano Garcia ... 147,247 
Total 418,701 


The percentages of the through trade by the three routes, 
excluding Orange Free State, were as follows :— 


Delagoa Bay ... 37°06 per cent. 
Natal ... 34°54 
Cape Ports (3) 28°40 ket 
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A TRADE Mission to Evrore. 


The Austro-Hungarian Consul-General in Shanghai states 
that it is reported in Chinese mercantile circles in Shanghai 
that the Chinese Government intends this spring to send a trade 
mission to the principal commercial centres of Europe and the 
United States of America, in order to study the best means of 
developing Chinese trade. The idea is to dl to establish 
Chinese firms in some of the most important European trade 
centres. The fact that so clever a race of traders as the Chinese 
should begin to think it worth while to send commercial mis- 
sions to the nations of the West is a fresh proof of the benefit 
which accrues to the trade of nations from such missions. 


Tue Japanese CarpBpoarD InpbUsTRY. 


The “Japan Times” reports that at present Japan has four 
workshops engaged in making cardboard and pasteboard, with 
an average daily output of thirty to forty tons. In quality the 
home-made article bears comparison with the German or Ameri- 
can make, but this remark cannot yet apply to the prices. Never- 
theless, probably because of a very narrow margin of profit pro- 
curable, the import of foreign goods is practically stopped. An 
ingenious innovation recently started by the Tokyo Card and 
Pasteboard Company, the largest in its line in Japan, has re- 
sulted in markedly facilitating the development of the industry. 
It consists in making thick tarred pasteboards as substitute for 
shingles for ordinary roofing. The paper shingles are now in 
active demand, being about 50 per cent. cheaper and far more 
easily managed than ordinary shingles, hence considerably 
economising the labour of mechanics. They do not differ much 
in point of being proof against fire and water compared with 
the ordinary articles. This does not seem to be an exaggera- 
tion, judging from the fact that the paper shingles have been 
adopted in sub-roofing the new Tokyo Chamber of Commerce 
and the Imperial Tokyo University buildings. 


XXV.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham—The annual meeting of this Chamber took 
place on the 29th March last, Mr. F. B. Goodman presiding. 

The annual report recorded the gratification of the council 
at the increased interest exhibited in the work of chambers 
of commerce by the Government departments, and especially 
by the Colonial Office. Commercial questions were to a greater 
extent than formerly occupying the attention of the Govern- 
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ment, and it had become more than ever necessary that they 
should fully represent the trading and manufacturing interests 
of their respective districts. The general trade of the country 
during 1898 had been good. A plentiful harvest, accompanied 
by better prices, stimulated the home trade, while at the same 
time the engineering and iron trades had been exceptionally 
well employed, owing partly to the accumulation of work as a 
consequence of the engineers’ strike, and also to the heavy re- 
quirements for naval and shipbuilding purposes making the 
shipbuilding and allied trades extremely active. While trade 
generally had been good, the value of the exports was somewhat 
disappointing. The engineers’ strike undoubtedly checked 
foreign orders. The South Wales coal strike, too, entirely 
paralysed the South Wales industries so long as it was in force. 

The Chairman moved the adoption of the report, which was 
carried. 

Bristol—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held 
under the presidency of Mr. J. Holman. Among the subjects 
which came up for discussion were the questions of coloured 
envelopes for telegrams, telephonic communications, commercial 
education, the lighthouse on Monkstone Rock, and wood goods 
at the Avonmouth Dock. 

With regard to the tanning industry, the President stated 
that in response to a request from the tanning industry of this 
city, he had addressed a letter to the presidents of the chambers 
of commerce at Buenos Ayres and Monte Video, directing atten- 
tion to the very heavy loss occasioned by the excessive number 
of brands on salted South American hides, which during recent 
years had rapidly increased, and which rendered the side on 
which they were placed of greatly decreased value when tanned, 
and useless for the purpose of belting leather. This naturally 
involved a very heavy loss to the tanner, and relatively placed 
the salted South American hides at a disadvantage when com- 
pared with Continental and English hides, both of which were 
unbranded and very carefully flayed. The letter proceeded to 
state that in Australia a very much better system of branding 
cattle had been adopted, where no branding iron was used, but 
some chemical compound employed, which removed the hair 
and prevented its reappearance, and consequently the hide com- 
manded a better price and yielded a better result to the tanner. 
The letter concluded by stating that this was a question of: 
great importance to Bristol tanners, who purchased from 150,000 
to 200,000 hides annually. , 

Dundee.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
29th March last, Mr. J. C. Methven, president, in the chair. 
The annual report was read, and the new president (Mr. R. B. 
Dow) and vice-president (Mr. Cooper) were elected. : 

Iiverpool—Two meetings of the committee of the African 
Trade Section have been recently held in the board room of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. A. L. Jones, chairman of the section, 
presiding. 
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The committee had written to Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for the Colonies asking whether an agreement had been 
come to by Her Majesty’s Government before raising the duty 
on spirits at the Gold Coast, with the German and French 
Governments to make a similar increase on their part, in their 
respective adjacent colonies. The Government was also asked 
whether the recent rise in the duties would apply to the terri- 
tories east of the Volta, and Mr. Chamberlain was specially 
asked to consider the advisability of reducing the duty on cotton 
and cotton goods to prevent the trade in those articles follow- 
ing the wale in spirits. A letter was read from the Colonial 
Office saying that the increase in duty does not apply to that 
portion east of the Volta, and that it was made independently 
of the French and German Governments. No reply has been 
received as yet on the subject of the suggested reduction in the 
duties on cotton and cotton goods. 

Several letters on the subject of the monopoly in the hire of 
Kroo labour in Liberia given to a German firm of merchants by 
the Liberian Government had been laid before the committee, 
and details had been furnished of the actual cost entailed by 
the engagement of Kroo labour on the Liberian Coast. The 
committee had expressed themselves unanimously against the 
present system, and it was resolved to make further investiga- 
tions into the existing state of affairs with a view to laying the 
case before the Foreign Office by means of a deputation. 

The question of the probable date of the opening of Nigeria 
to free trade had again been under consideration, and a letter 
had been sent to the Foreign Office asking when the Niger 
River would be opened for trade, and saying that unless this 
information can be given at an early date the season for 1899 
my be lost. A copy of this letter was also sent to the Colonial 

ce. 


XXVI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Fifth Annual Abstract of Labour Statistics of the United 
Kingdom, 1897-98. Board of Trade Labour Department. (C. 
9011.) Price 11}d. 

This, as explained by the title, is the fifth annual report relat- 
ing to the work done by the Labour Department of the Board 
of Trade, and refers to the years 1897-98. The volume con- 
tains, besides the report of the Commissioner for Labour, statis- 
tical tables relating to trade unions, associations of employers, 
workmen’s co-operative societies, workmen’s clubs, friendly 
societies, trade disputes, conciliation and arbitration, produc- 
tion, fluctuation in employment, imports and exports, prices, 
labour bureaux, pauperism, profit-sharing, changes in wages 
and hours of labour, average rates of wages in various indus- 
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tries, industrial accidents, industrial actions and prosecutions, 
growth and movement of the population, housing of the people, 
employment in factories and workshops, employment of seamen, 
employment of married women, savings banks, building 
societies, &ec. 


2. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. Tables showing the extent 
in Statute Acres and the Produce of the Crops for the year 1898. 
(C. 9004.) Price 

This is the annual report of the Registrar-General for Ire- 
land. It refers to the year 1898, and in the report it is stated 
that the tables showing the acreage under crops issued in August 
last have been carefully revised, and the figures regarding this 
subject contained in the present report are as correct as such 
statistics can reasonably be expected to be. 

Comparing the extents under the chief cereal crops in 1898 
with those for 1897, there is found an increase of 5,563 statute 
acres, or 11°8 per cent., in wheat; a decrease of 9,759 acres, or 
0'8 per cent., in oats; a decrease of 12,492 acres, or 7°3 per cent., 
in barley; and a decrease of 669 acres, or 5°1 per cent. under 
rye. In green crops, potatoes decreased by 12,352 acres, or 1°8 
per cent.; turnips decreased by 2,037 acres, or 0°7 per cent. ; 
and mangel wurzel and beetroot increased by 1,306 acres, or 
2°4 per cent. In other crops—flax decreased by 11,068 acres, or 
24°3 per cent.; the area for hay from clover, sainfoin, and 
grasses under rotation increased by 14,912 acres, or 2°3 per 
cent. ; and the area for hay from permanent pasture or grass not 
broken up in rotation, decreased by 16,584 acres, or 1°1 per cent. 

Compared with the average acreage for the ten years 1888— 
1897, turnips show an increase of 3,618 acres, or 1°2 per cent. ; 
mangel wurzel and beetroot an increase of 5,896 acres, or 11°8 

er cent.; and clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation an 
increase of 15,992, or 2°5 per cent.; but each of the other chief 
crops exhibits a decrease in the extent devoted to it, the decrease 
in wheat being 13,552 acres, or 20°4 per cent.; in oats 61,715 
acres, or 5°0 per cent. ; in barley 16,035 acres, or 9°2 per cent. ; 
in rye 1,065 acres, or 7°9 per cent; in potatoes 75,151 acres, or 
10°2 per cent. ; in flax 50,634 acres, or 59°5 per cent. ; and in the 
area for hay from permanent pasture, or grass not broken up in 
rotation, 4,380 acres, or 0°3 per cent. 


3. Commercial Mission to South America. Reports received 
from Mr. T. Worthington, the Special Commissioner appointed 
by the Board of Trade to inquire into and report upon the con- 
ditions and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
—— Fifth Report. Brazil: Part II. (C. 9161.) Price 


This is the fifth report prepared by Mr. Worthington, the 
Special Commissioner appointed by the Board of Trade to 
inquire into the conditions and prospects of British trade in 
certain South American countries, and contains the second in- 
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stalment of his remarks upon Brazil, under date of the 20th 
December, 1898. In it Mr. Worthington enters very fully into 
the state of the various trades which flourish in the city of Sao 
Paulo (including Santos), and also gives commercial information 
with regard to the town of Port Alegre, in Brazil. A memo- 
randum respecting national industries of the State of Rio 
Grande do Sul is attached. 

For reference to Mr. Worthington’s previous reports, see 
“Board of Trade Journal” for December, 1898, and March, 
1899. 


4. Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland. December, 1898. 
(C. 9174.) Price 2d. 

This is a return prepared under the direction of the Registrar- 
General for Ireland. It gives the statistics of deposits and cash 
balances in joint-stock banks; deposits in post office savings 
banks and trustee savings banks; amount of the Government 
funds, India stocks, and guaranteed land stock; and bank note 
circulation in Ireland, December, 1898; also weekly traffic 
receipts of Irish railways for the years 1897-98; and railway 
traffic statistics for each of the ten years, 1888-97. 

The tables on these subjects are in continuation of those 
previously issued by this Department. The information com- 
prised in the tables relating to banking and investment statistics 
consists of the total of the deposits and cash balances in the 
joint-stock banks of Ireland on the 31st of December, 1898, 
and on the corresponding date in each preceding year since 
the year 1878 inclusive, compiled from confidential returns 
kindly furnished by the authorities of the various banks; the 
balance of deposits remaining in Post Office and trustee savings 
banks on the 31st of December of each year since the year 1878 
inclusive, derived from official sources; the total amount (on 
31st December in each year since 1878) of Government Funds, 
India Stocks, and Guaranteed Land Stock, on which dividends 
are payable at the Bank of Ireland, with the amount of each 


description of stock on 31st December, 1898, kindly supplied . 


by the governor of the bank; and the average bank note cir- 
culation of the six banks of issue in Ireland in the month of 
December since 1888, compiled from the ‘‘ Dublin Gazette.” 

In addition to the tables here mentioned, there have been, as 
usual, others inserted affording half-yearly comparisons for 
1898, and the preceding ten years under each of the heads re- 
ferred to; these half-yearly comparisons tend to correct any 
false impression which might be produced by information col- 
lected at a period of the year when the Christmas trade leads to 
an increased movement of money. 

The results of the analysis of the given tables are :— 

Ist. That in December, 1898, there was an increase of deposits 
and cash balances in the Irish joint-stock banks as compare 
with the corresponding period in 1897, amounting to 138,000/., 
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and that the amount of such deposits and cash balances in 
December last was the highest yet recorded. 

2nd. That there was an increase of 465,000/. in deposits and 
cash balances in the Irish joint-stock banks in December, 1898, 
as compared with June, 1898. 

drd. That there was an increase of 558,000/. in the deposits in 
savings banks in Ireland in December, 1898, as compared with 
the close of the year 1897, there having been an increase of 
§19,000/. in the sum in the Post Office savings banks, and an 
increase of 39,0007. in the amount in the trustee banks. 

4th. That there was an increase of 294,000/. in the deposits 
in savings banks in December, 1898, as compared with the 
amount for June in that year. 

5th. That the amount (in December, 1898) of Government 
funds, India stocks, and guaranteed land stock on which divid- 
ends are payable at the Bank of Ireland, shows an increase of 
905,0007., as compared with the amount at the close of the pre- 
ceding year. 

6th. That in December, 1898, there was an increase of 
706,0007. in the amount of Government funds, India stocks, 
and guaranteed land stock on which dividends are payable at 
the Bank of Ireland, as compared with June of the same year. 

7th. That in December, 1898, there was a decrease of 67,0007. 
in the average amount of bank note circulation, as compared 
with the corresponding period of 1897. 

8th. That there was an increase of 661,0007. in the bank note 
circulation in December, 1898, as compared with June of the 
same year. 


5. Telegraph Money Orders. Additional Articles to the Money 
Order Convention of the 10th/18th of January, 1871, between the 
General Post Office of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the General Post Office of North Germany. (C. 
9180.) Price 3d. 

6. Reports respecting the Telephone Service in various foreign 
countries. Commercial, No. 1 (1899). (C. 9126.) Price 64d. 

This paper contains the replies to a circular addressed to Her 
Majesty’s representatives at Berlin, Rome, Stockholm, and 
Berne, as well as to Her Majesty’s Consuls (or Consuls-General) 
at Christiania, Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Hamburg, and New 
York, requesting to be furnished with such information as can 
be obtained with regard to the telephone service in various 
countries. 


7. Sea Fisheries of the United Kingdom, 1898, 71. Price 6d. 

This is an annual statement issued by the Board of Trade. 
It gives memorandum and statistical tables relating to the sea 
fisheries of the United Kingdom for the year 1898, including 
also a return showing the quantity of fish carried by railway 


from each of the principal ports of England and Wales, Scot- 
land and Ireland, in each year from 1893 to 1898. The present 
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issue is stated to be in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 
96 of Session 1898. 

The following statement shows the aggregate results for the 
whole of the United Kingdom during the years 1896, 1897, and 
1898 :— 


United Kingdom. 


Fish landed (exclusive Shell fish 
of shell fish). landed. 
Year. ae Total value, 
Quantity. Value. Value. 
Cwts. £ £ £ 

1896... = 14,711,000 7,058,000 471,0007 7,529,000 
1897... 13,898,000 7,514,004 479,000t 7,993,000} 
1898* ... = oo 15,566,000 7,941,000 459,000 8,400,000 


8. Treaty Series, No. 5, 1899. Eawchange of Notes extending 
to Newfoundland the provisional modus vivendi between the 
United Kingdom and Belgium, pending the conclusion of a 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between the two countries. 


(C. 9130.) Price 3d. 


XXVII.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Inpia, NEw Wates, Matta, anp Bermupa. 
Changes in Postal Rates, §c. 


The under-mentioned changes will come into operation on 
the Ist of April, 1899 :— 


Malta.—The postage to be prepaid on letters for Malta will 
be ld. for each half-ounce or fraction of half-an-ounce. 


India.—Registered letters for India may be insured under 
the usual conditions up to 1201. 
New South Wales.—Parcels for New South Wales may be 
insured under the usual conditions up to 50/. 
Bermuda.—The postage on parcels for Bermuda will be :— 
For a parcel weighing— 
Not over 3 lbs. 1s. 
Over 3 lbs., but not over 7 lbs... ai 2s. 
Over 7 lbs., but not over 11 Ibs. ... —_ 3s. 


* Provisional figures. Ain 


t Including some particulars of values for shell fish for Ireland, obtained from 
sources other than the Collectors. ‘ 
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XXVIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeErGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
Sratement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kincpom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st 
March, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 


1898. 


Monta 3lst Marcu. 
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I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
3ist March. |p 
1899. | 1898, 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) . 749,718 | 955,015 _ 205,302 
IL (A.) Articles of food and. drink, 
duty free 18,645,290 |14,894,777 |  — 1,249,487 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and “drink, 
2,206,597 | 2,242,124 35,527 
Tobacco, dutiable 376,866 | 378,845 _ 1,979 
III. Metals .. 2,791,450 2,053,908 737,542 _ 
Chemicals, dyestuffs ‘and “tanning 
substances 744,106 | 751,784 - 7,678 
V. Oils 697,645 | 681,652 15,993 _ 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
factures 6,406,529 | 7,737,056| — | 1,330,527 
VIL. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manvfactures .. wee | 8,648,872 | 3,635,334 13,538 
VIII. Manufactured articles 8,608,307 | 8,543,589 | 64,718 
IX. fe Miscellaneous articles... 1,504,919 | 1,397,628 | 107,291 — 
.) Parcel post 112,094 | 141,117) — 29,023 
Total value ... ... /41,492,388 |43,472,829 1,920,441 
II. Exrorts or British AND IrtsH PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 
£ £ £ 2 
I, Animals, living | 65,959} 96,199} — 30,240 
II. Articles of food and drink | . | £890,779 819,210 71,569 
III. Raw materials 2,046,447 | 1,669,560 | 376,887 - 
IV. Articles manufactured and. partly 
manufactured, viz, :— 
(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,360,940 | 8,868,694 — 507,754 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
._ tured therefrom (except machinery)! 2,952,290 | 2,921,031 81,259 a 
(C.) Machinery and millwork —... | 1,718,482 | 1,527,622 | 185,860 _ 
tish) (1,474,067 | (Not re- | 1,474,067 
(E.) Apparel and articles of ms 
) and articles 
sonal use 758,834 | 828,566) — 69,732 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 880,075 | 855,535 24,540 = 
(G.) All pet articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured | 2,972,839 | 3,073,276 — 100,937 
(H.) Parcel post 209,189 174,172 35,917 
Total value 20,833,865 | 1,490,536* 
IIL. Exports or Foreign anp Conontat Propvce. 
£ £ £ £ 
Total value aia 5,242,270 | 5,100,574 | 141,696 - 


* Including the value of new ships, (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KinGpDOM—continued. 


Taree Monras ENDED 3lst Marcu. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign Counrries AND Britis Possessions. 


Three months ended 
3lst March. 
rd Increase. | Decrease. 
1899, | 1898. 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) ... — ...| 1,961,514 | 2,634,216 _ 672,702 
II, (A. 3 Articles of food and drink, duty 
/89,772,052 |39,763,210 , 8,842 
“of food drink, 
dutiable 5,740,663 | 6,556,388 815,725 
Tobacco, dutiable .. ... .| 1,158,286 | 1,036,527 | 121,759 _ 
IH. Metals 6,916,159 | 5,477,987 | 1,488,172 - 
IV. dyestuffs, “and” ‘tanning 
V. Oils 2,108 382 | 2,048,469 | 59,913 _ 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures . .|22,261,467 |23,262,801 1,001,334 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures ... 9,695,417 | 9,893,097 197,680 
VIII. Manufactured articles «122,310,527 22,199,857 | 110,670 
IX, Miscellaneous articles ... -+-| 3,988,752 | 4,001,738 2,986 
(B.) Parcel post ... ... 363,493 | 411,178 47685 
| 
Total value... — 856,625 


II. Exports or Britis anp Irish Propuce MANUFACTURE. 


I. Animals, living oes 
IL. Articles of food and drink cou = 
III. Raw materials .. 
IV, Articles manufactured partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics ° 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery) 
(C.) Machinery and millwork wal 
wal = new (not registered as 


¥ Apparel and articles of personal 
(F) ) Chemicals and “Chemical and 


medicinal preparations... 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- 


factured or partly manufactured... 
(H.) Parcel post ose 


III. Exrorts or Foreign anp Propvce. 


Total value... 


£ z £ £ 
...| 204,593 | 261,255 56,662 
2,507,410 | 2,428,502 78,908 
5,743,988 | 4,554,243 | 1,189,745 — 
..|24,976,610 '25,416,660 440,050 
8,278,825 | 8,059,973 | 218,922 _ 
4,515,360 | 3,611,179 904,181 _- 
(Not re- 
..| 2,224,289 | corded.) | 2,224,289 — 
..| 2,481,487 | 2,443,053 | 38,384 
.| 2,814,527 | 2,280,693 | 83,834 
.| 8,237,830 | 8,142,571 | 94,259 
569,102 | 507,989 | 61,113 
| 
62,054,041 7,707,118 | 4,346,923* 
£ z £ £ 
16,240,640 [15,110,772 | 1,129,868 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British) not recorded prior to 1899. 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 


Rerurn of the Quantities sotp and AveraGe Prices or Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


| 
Qrs. bus, Qrs. bus. | 
Week ended 4th March, 1899 eee eee 78,143 5 58,718 6 | 23,584 7 


2th ,, 7 32,349 0 16,093 6 
March, 1899 ... 289,452 5 169,720 4 76,652 5 
Corresponding month in 1898 207,824 2 134,256 5 59,341 2 
” 1897 196,014 4 121,222) 7 56,917 
Average Prices, 
Week ended 4th March, 1899... 2 2% 7 
lith ,, 25 10 2 16 11 
18th , 25 10 26 «3 16 10 
ot 2% 8 17 0 
March, 1899... 25 8 26 «6 16 11 
February, 1899 26 62 26 1 16 
January 26 11 28 0 0 
December, 1898 ... 27 2 28 17° 
August 331 26 «6 
July eos 37. 24 3 20 8 
June 43 25 8 20 8 
28 1 9 
eee 27 il 22° «9 1.2 
» 1896 ... ove 25 13... 7 


| | 
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1899. 


Retcrn of the Numsers, Nationatiries, and Destinations of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unrrep Kinapom for Pxaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st March, 1899, and the three 
Months ended 31st March, 1899, compared with the corresponding 
periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of Goa | All 
Nationalities. ag other | Total. | sponding 
Natal. period, 
1898 
Month ended 31st March, 1899. 
English... s+ | 2,506 1,345 751 763 663 6,028 6,610 
Scotch a cre 351 149 72 214 149 935 1,166 
Trish woo ooo 2,154 102 106 92 51 2,505 2,296 
Total of British 
origin ... e- | 5,011 1,596 929 1,069 863 9,468 10,072 - 
Foreigners ... «| 4,789 1,168 19 229 127 6,282 6,011 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 1 4 _ a 236 235 211 
Total... ae 9,751 27,68 948 1,298 1,220 15,985 16,294 
Total for corre- 
ing } 10,253 2,368 761 1,901 1,011 | 16,294 
month, 1898 


Three Months ended 31st March, 1899. 


English... ee | 6,269 2,270 1,962 2,775 | 2,275 15,551 16,937 


823 193 233 769 441 | 2,465 2971 
Trish ov. wis 3,236 159 228 301 135 4,059 3,889 
Total of British ie 
origin ... ee | 10,328 2,622 2,429 8,845 | 2,851 22,075 23,797 
Foreigners... «| 8,600 2,305 53 856 835 12,149 11,639 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 37 12 - _ 756 795 820 
Total... ...| 18,955 | 4,939 | 2,482 | 4,701 | 3,942 | 35,019 | 36,256 
Total for corre- 
pot 20,302 | 4,072 | 2,303 | 5,905 | 3,674 | 36,256 _ 
months, 1898 


*& Norre.—The above ing made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of cach 
ual Returns. 


figures, being 
month, are subject to correction in the Ann 
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IV.— ALIEN ImmicraTION—Makcu, 1899. 


Rerurn of the Numser of Auiens that arrived from the Continenr at Ports in the 
Unirep Kinevom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

(Compiled from the Auien Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 
Hamburg Rotterdam, Other | 
B and | Amsterd Dieppe. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. Christian 
1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899, | 1900. 
Month ended 31st March. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places oe of the United 
at London 689) 1,115 462 178 85 297 232} 1,533) 1,585 
Grimsby... 357 96 72 64 40 24 33 45} 507} 229 
71 88 33 lll 157 140). 64 177 825 516 
be Tyne Ports ... 17 37 23 95 170 253). one 314 259 524 644 
és Leith ... pre 35 40 68 70 28 1 pom oak \ 32 80 163 191 
Newhaven ... ove 1,040 958 1,042 958 
Other ports ... 15 78 15 12 127 et ose | 286 299 443 481 
Total ooo ove | «1,454 673 530) 607 570) 1,045 958, 1,028} 1,092) 44,537) 44,604 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Anived at Grimsby 6 9 239 41 531 238 71} 1,014 598 
Hull ... 127) 10 6} 891) 1,041)... 1,133} 803] 2,161) 2,081 
Leith ... os 5 8 12 8 
KA Other ports ...| 146 6 32 39 896} $10) 941) 1,028 
Total one ose 133 667 257 79| 1,466) 1,558 2,272) 1,692) 4,128) 3,996 
Total of Aliens en route and 
en route erica or other |}. 1,317} 2,121 930 609} 2,073; 2,128) 1,045 958 3,300) 2,784} +8,665) +8,600 
piss out, of the United gle $8, 


Three months ended 31st March. 


route to America or other | | 
laces out of the United | 
Kingdom :* 
Total No.... 3,615, 3,400) 1,554) 1,280! 1,709 1,520! 2,173} 1,900) 2,846 2,607 | $11,897 $10,707 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom 
Total 1,185 782) 2,244) 2,389)... 3,617; 2,904! 6,907! 6,666 


| 
Total of Aliens en soute and 
of Aliens not staiel to be 
en route to America or other | |. 3,879) 4,585} 2,336] 1,468) 3,953) 3,909) 2,173) 1,900; 6,463) $17,373 
| 


. | | 
Aliens not stated to be en | | | 
| 


* The distinction made in this Return between * Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other r slows out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of A who arrive 
from Continental ports are reported to be on the way ‘to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘** Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthl: Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone Come, 


Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leit ro 1, London, lesbrough. 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shiel 8, Southampton, Sunderland, and tlepool. The lists received 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers wah persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of sailors inclnded with the Aliens who arrived at pe in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United om in the month of March, 1899, was 1,222, and 1,284 in the same month of 1898; in the three months 
ended 31st March, 1899, the number was 3,412, and in the same months of 1898, the number was 2,989, 
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Number of Recervinc Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


mners,: 


tions. 
Three Months 
March. ended March. 
1899, 1898. 1899, 1898. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... eve ose peo 423 401 1,147 
wer gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
ions :— 
Grocers, &c. 33 26 86 
Publicans and hotel keepers, 35 19 86 37 
15 14 47 54 
Butchers... bab 13 15 43 38 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers _... 14 11 36 31 
ters, plumbers, 1 1 31 26 
Drapes , haberdashers, &c. 10 27 19 
and coke merchants and dealers ...  «. 9 5 20 12 
Agents, commission and general... ... 9. 8 10 19 22 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, 7 6 18 21 
Engineers and founders, &c. 9 2 18 3 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. ... 4 8 16 20 
Clerks, commercial and general .. 5 3 16 18 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers ms me 2 5 13 10 
Travellers, commercial, 4 2 13 12 
Printers and publishers ... 2 5 12 7 
3 5 10 13 
Provision merchants, &c. ... 4 10 5 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors La 7 4 10 9 
ers a 8 3 10 5 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers  ... 5 2 10 
Confectioners 4 7 9 16 
Carpenters and joiners... 3 2 9 10 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 2 = 9 3 
Ironmongers... 7 4 7 
Gardeners, 4 2 7 4 
ymen, cowkeepers, ae. 3 1 8 
ewellers, watchmakers, import silver- 
smiths, &c. 3 3 6 12 
Saddlers and harness makers... 3 4 6 9 
Contractors .. 2 6 5 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, ee tak 2 3 6 7 
Architects and surveyors 1 2 6 4 
Lodging-house keepers... 3 6 1 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers oe 1 3 5 8 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ae 2 4 5 6 
Officers in Army 2 2 5 6 
Carriage, &e., builders 1 5 4 
Furniture dealersand makers... 00... 1 3 4 11 
Directors and promoters of public com anies yea 2 4 4 6 
China, glass, and earthenware, di 2. 4 6 
Clothiers, Osis 3 4 4 7 
Gurriers; ta and leather merchants. 1-- 4 4 8 


i q 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WALES—continued. 


| 


Three months 
ended March. 


1899, | 1898. 


Number ganetted in principal trades and occupa- 
cont, : 


tions— 


Wheelwrights 

Fishing smack owners, and masters 
Hosiers, 

Bicycle, &c manufacturers and dealers 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 
Cattle and pig dealers... 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 


Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c. 


Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses_... 
Brokers, stock and share ... tae ove 
Stationers... 
Wine and spirit merchants, ke. | 

Cotton spinners and manufacturers 


° 


| 


VI.—Export oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


GREAT BrivTAIN. 


Return of the Number of Animas exported from IreLanp to Great 
Britains during the Month and Three Months ended 31st 
March, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 


the year 1898. 


Three Months 
March ended March. 
Animals, 

1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 

No. No. 0. No. 
Cattle ose ooo eee eve 56,170) 46,936 | 154,124) 138,852 
| 61,928) 59,060 | 204,326] 208,990 
Goats ove eee oe 16 224 168 233 
Horses... ‘ 2,484) 2,384 7,410 7,273 
Mules or Jennets.. 1 1 3 
Asses oon os won 137 174 170 99 
Total ... eos 183,885] 121,205 | 409,497| 401,470 


| 
499 | 
| 
March | 
1899, | 1898, 
| | 
2 | | 
3 | | 
i| 
2. | | i 
| | 
2) 
1 | 
eos 2 | 
ine 2 | | 
1 | 
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VII.—FisHery STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Statement of the Torar Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Enouisn and Wetsx Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Three Months ended 31st 
March, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 


the Year 1898. 


"Three Months ended 
March. March. 
1899. | 1898. | 1899, 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cuts. ||  Cwts. Cuts. 
Brill... 1,828 1,575 || 4,926 4,885 
Soles 7,376 6,021 | 19,715 19,372 
Turbot | 5,123 5,183 | 15,096 15,839 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 2,561 1,322 | 8,200 6,094 
Total prime fish... 16,888 14,107 | 47,937 46,190 
Cod... i. . 78,389 60,779 | 173,793 147,453 
Haddock 227,985 223,410 653,823 663,153 
Hake... 1734 5,357 | 8,863 12,669 
Halibut . : “ 7,357 3,661 11,717 6,926 
Herrings 17,939 25,579 40,964 $0,362 
16,557 18,067 | 31,867 $1,346 
fackerel 4,823 3,402 | 7,943 6,632 
Pilchards 645 295 | 1,564 4,749 
Flaice és 52,708 4,715 104,218 148,388 
ral 21 | 70 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell | ani 
112,066 94,505 || 285,836 271,068 
Total .. : 540,112 493,955 | 1,485,469 | 1,407,254 
Shell fish :— No. No. 
Crabs 423,947 | 388,701 732,057 | 1,006,058 
Lobsters : $2,757. | 31,797 44,086 61,023 
Oysters 3,334,000 | 2,502,000 | 10,686,000 5,747,000 
wts. =| 18. wts. wes. 
Other shell fish. 50,364 | 47,593 151,360 141,618 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
54,418 $6,947 145,121 141,993 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 7,277 3,791 24,389 16,170 
Total prime fish ... 92,491 80,595 254,947 242,954 
a 59,340 $5,048 131,420 110,389 
Haddock me 172,537 157,691 481,763 460,875 
Mackerel 6,802 $,760 10,123 8,680 
Pilchards 130 64 287 799 
not separately distingui except shell 
88,563 | 67,695 |] 208,201 | 292,267 
$56,528 || 1,390,031 | 1,301,176 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 4,371 3,917 7,267 9,099 
Lobsters... 1,473 1,458 2,026 2,854 
Oysters... ... 13,634 8,377 44,010 28,256 
Other shell fish ... Saget 13,037 11,224 35,776 32,583 
Total value of fishlanded ... 558, “481,505 || 1,479,110 | 1,373,958 


Norse.—Tke —_ pegeme are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHery 


Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Three | 
Months ended 31st March, 1899, compared with the | 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. | 
== 
Three Months ended i 
| March. March. 
| 1899. | 1898. 1899. 1898. | 
| 
QUANTITY | 
| Owts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles(Lemon Soles)... 1,133 1,193 || 3,067 2,776 
563 480 |) 1,500 1,189 
Cod 755 || 188,412 | 267,766 | 
Eel (Conger) . 2,762 2,714 8,116 7,090 
Flounder, Plaice, 9,070 5,958 22,319 15,700 
Haddock 85,915 229,055 241,253 | 
Halibut .. ooo 1,615 2,027 || 3,802 3,398 | 
Ling 736 | 15,634 37,473 30,601 
Beith ‘Coa Fish) 5,707 7,341 19,540 22,784 
Skate 12622 12,101 31,705 26,250 
Sparling... 29 |) 80 59 
Sprats 234 | 158 5,732 
Fish not separately distinguished, exe oot shell 
fish 4,505 | 3,991 || __18,030 13,781 
226,863 | 745,126 640,528 
| 
ne he 240,192 226,501 | 478,007 558,787 
Clams... Cwts.  Cwts | Cwts. “ets 
Other shellfsh 8,757 9,269 | 17,716 18°60; 
VALUE 
£ is 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ... 9,783 2,611 | 7,673 6,907 
1,571 1,327 4,727 3,722 
Flounder, er Pie, Bit 6193 | 00g 
Haddock 41,978 45,802 144,738 
41,338 
Halibut 7098 3,333 7,000 6393 
Herrings 5,232 3.465 28,681 26'829 
Saith (Coal Fish) 8 81 3,334 sar 
3,583 3,509 9,461 8°311 
prats ... ove ose eos one 20 
iting 2,38. 1,79. 7 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 5,986 
fish ie i 1,247 992 4,247 3,534 
Total . 106,878 | 106,169 348,183 | 579 749 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs .. | 1,545 1,307 2,719 2,986 
Lobsters... | 1,658 1,892 6,210 7,235 
Oysters | 315 81 797 4 
Mussels eve 1 818 2,604 3,068 
Other shell fish BA 1,784 1,892 3,726 4263 
Total | 6,145 6,211 |) 16,952 15,820 
’ 
Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


4 

1] 

| 
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IX.—FisHery Sratistics.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Tora, Quantity and Va.ve of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 

Three Months ended 
March. March. 
1899, 1898, 1899. 1898, 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 

Turbot ... one lll 163 295 427 

oe 5,178 12,237 17,069 29,071 

Haddock ee 1,255 1,750 5,760 "090 

Hake ... 12 1,758 

Herrings 32 6,722 

3,587 5,166 6,996 8,361 

Sprats ... on owe one ove 

: Fish not separately distinguished, except 
shell fish ... 7,358 8,249 16,228 18,705 
Total ... tice due 19,305 30,864 62,342 76,659 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs. 1,120 595 1,766 1,225 
Lobsters ° 5,205 6,026 9,137 11,815 
Oysters i 32,600 27,375 101,500 $8,633 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shellfish... ove 2,211 1,742 7,027 6,529 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 

Soles... eon 1,317 1,223 2,217 2,541 

Turbot ... = 458 728 1,228 1,874 
Total prime fish 1,775 1,951 3,445 4,415 

2,495 3,990 7,898 10,291 

Haddock ; 955 1,165 4,645 4.371 

Hake ... ese eve 136 945 370 1,487 

Herrings 144 61 2,403 1,192 

iting one 347 510 1,442 1,505 

Fish not separately distinguished, except x 

Shell fish :-— 
Crabs... ive ooo 9 4 16 9 
Lobsters... 208 249 378 516 
Oysters evo ove 97 73 308 224 
Other shell fish... 404 313 1,166 1,077 
Total value of fish landed ... Ae v0 11,634 16,456 34,431 39,481 
Nore—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


. 
Gi 
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X.—Corron Rerurns.—Marcu, 1899. 


Rerurn of the NumsBer of Bates of Corron Imported and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Rerurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Taree Months ended 31st March, | 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898 | 
Month of Three Months ended | 
March. 31st March. | 
1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. | 
IMPORTS | 
| 
American ake ooo 218,496 321,361 1,317,161 1,249,785 
East Indian... ow 2,853 2,009 16,545 5,695 
Egyptian eee woo 42,887 48,913 135,879 157,014 
Miscellaneous ... abs 3,163 5,534 17,087 15,600 
Total... 269,599 379,796 1,486,872 1,433,031 
EXPORTS, 
American ae es 40,109 27,893 115,391 76,228 
Brazilian... 850 170 170 
East Indian... 9,086 1,367 15,218 4,221 
tian abe $,646 13,307 26,946 28,265 
iscellaneous ... as 1,075 1,960 2,642 5,651 
Total ass ooo 60,766 44,697 163,450 114,535 
FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American one one 242,610 272,704 741,003 770,602 
East Indian... nae 936 1,679 2,648 3,511 
Egyptian 28,184 36,359 83,136 104.898 
Miscellaneous ... wie 6,157 8,660 22,100 28,811 
Total ... 279,425 322,662 856,840 915,340 
ForRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American . 425 563 972 1,273 
Miscellaneous 9 83 5 164 
3; 434 599 987 1,437 


| 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns oF Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into. and from the under- 
mentioned CounrTrigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note—Par Vatvues: Rouble == 2s. 1}d.; Franc=9;5d:; Milreis = 
Lira = 9,d.; Gulden =1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9;%d.; 
Lew = 9;5d.; L. Egyptian = ll. 0s. 6¢d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—I ports. 


. 6d. ; 


| 
gate for Period of the 
Value for the Month. latest Month, 
Name of Country. | wonth. 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
Russia in Europe ...| Nov. ...| Roubles... 45,696,000 $2,615,000 521,117,000 | 469,894,000 
(1899) (1898) (1899) 1898 
France Feb. 843,000 371,690,000 702,309,000 728,160,000 
1898 1897) (1898) 1897) 
Portugal .| Oct. .-. 4,011,000 »716,000 41,103,000 34,531,000 
(1899) 1898) 99) (1898 
Italy Feb. .| Lire... 117,699,000 108,272,000 || 223,098,000 194,639,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Feb. .| Gulden ... 63,230,000 65,263,000 128,247,000 129,449,000 
1898 (1897) (1898) 1897 
Greece* ... .| Nov .| Drchms. 13,801,000 13,621,000 140,064,000 | 100,438,000 
Bulgaria .| Sept. ...) Lew ... 6,100,000 7,826,000 50,860,000 62,668,000 
Egypt... ooo .| Dec. > 1,059,000 980,000 10,811,000 10,411,060 
(1899) (1898) 899) (1898) 
United States Feb. lars 60,260,000 53,075,000 118,500,000 103,902,000 
(1898) (1897 (1898) 1897 
Mexico*+ ... .| Dec. Pm 4,246,000 4,177,000 22,579,000 20,596,000 
(1899 (1898) 1899) (1898) 
British India + Jan. .| Rupees 7,06,30,748 6,78,39,136 55,89,29,897 | 56,88,51,375 
II.—Exports. 
(1898) (1897) 898) (1897) 
Russia in Europe ...| Nov ..| Roubles... 53,288,000 72,458,000 657,585,000 647,611,000 
(1899) (1898) 1899) (1898 
France ° Feb. Frs. ... 259,895,000 242,678,000 498,787,000 478,075 000 
98 897) 1898) (1897) 
Portugal Oct. ... 3,096,000 2,478,000 25,641,000 23,059,000 
(1899) (1898) (1899) (1898) 
Italy Feb. .. 94,327,000 96,440,000 184,891,000 187,498,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Feb. | Gulden ... 66,576,000 54,603,000 130,316,000 | 108,367,000 
(1898 (1897) 1898 1897 
Greéce* ...  ...| Nov. Drehms.... 6,855,000 5,054,000 83,201,000 74,695,000 
Bulgaria Sept. ...| Lew 7,564,000 3,471,000 48,995,000 $8,360,000 
Egypt... Dec L.E. ... 1,428,000 1,663,000 11,796,000 12,313,000 
1899 1898) (1899) 1893) 
United States Feb. Dollars 93,884,000 94,917,000 209,476,000 203,344,600 
(1898) 1897) (1898) 1897) 
Mexico* ... .| Dee. 10,736,000 11,146,000 71,469,000 63,497,000 
(1899 (1898) (1899) (1893) 
British India ¢ Jan. ...| Rupees 10,22,09,373 9,34,52,784 91,51,22,526 77,88,69,311 


The above figures are sulject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nore.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 


exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
* Including bullion and specie. 
+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. 
+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


pecial ’? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
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Trape or Britis Inp1a. 


Imports INTO British INDIA FROM ForEIGN COUNTRIES. 


Ten — Ist April— | 
31st January. 


1897-98, 1898-99. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... .. 22,61,343 27,53,068 4,91,725 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar... 3,71,64,859 | 3,10,30,014 61,34,845 
Other articles... ... ... 5,10,33,759 4,29,99,193 80,34,566 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery > 
cluding plated ware) 1,21,82,168 | 1,18,37,684 ee 3,44,484 
Machinery and millwork ... | 2,42,21,902 2,58,44,388 16,22,486 _— 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (oth: 
ment stores) eee 2,51,95,283 2,22,19,562 ooo 29,75,721 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, tan- 
ning materials .. 1,71,99,054 1,65,60,791 6,38, 263 
V.—Oils — 
Mineral ons + 2,80,05,280 2,43,93,583 36,11,697 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... .. 2,94,68,892 2,15,14,541 ave 79,54,351 


Cotton piece goods ...'_—_... | 17,84,75,454 | 19,70,39,534 1,85,64,080 


Other articles ... | 8,46,58,876 | 9,35,43,733 88,89,850 


Total of all Imports ... | 56,88,51,375 | 55,89,29,897 eos 99,21,478 


| 
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XII.—Foreien Trave or British Inp1A—continued, 


Exports OF InpIaAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM Britisu 
INDIA TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 
Ten months, Ist April— 
3lst January. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897-98, 1898-99. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 10,283,258 13,01,826 2,78,568 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
7,19,51,297 | 11,09,32,443 3,89,81,146 
Wheat ... wed 1,10,76,252 9,59,03,143 8,48,26,891 
Other articles... 2,44,53,458 2,86,16,069 41,62,611 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 12,10,986 10,31,951 ooo 1,79,035 
Iv.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... hes as on 5,23,91,995 5,95,31,983 71,39,988 
{ 
Indigo ... 1,93,66,103 2,06,39,569 12,73,465 | 
| 
Other articles... 94,45,749 98,39,855 3,94,106 
| 
.. | 65,67,989 14,08,519 | be 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- | 
fa icles— 
Cotton ... | 6,93,89,621 8,77,07,681 1,83,18,060 
Jute... | 8,24,95,735 5,53,98,545 eos 2,70,97,190 
Oilseeds 7,09,79,757 10,11,78,187 3,01,98,430 
Other articles... | 7,83,25,988 7,32,32,880 50,93,108 
VIT.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufa 
Cottonyarn ... 5,84,64,876 | 5,30,10,749 54,54,127 
Cotton piece goods ... 92,65,099 89,12,861 3,52,238 
Other articles... | 10,39,16,700 | 9,69,94,052 | 69,229,648 
Total of all Exports ... | 74,63,24,758 | 88,73,76,105 | 14,10,51,347 | 


; 
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XXIX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (CAgriculture—1898) ... 22. 
2200 Brazil (Finances in 1898)... 
2201 Denmark (1897) 4d. 
2202 Khorassan (1897-98) 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) lid. 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) ove wed Sm. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) ose 
2206 New Orleans ... (1898) | 
2207 Servia (1897-8) coe | 1d. 
2210 Texas oes oo (1898) 
2211 Ancona (1898) 4d, 
2212 Ghent (1898) ld. 
2213 France (1898) 2d. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES.” 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price 

487 Germany mee on Local Government and Finance in 
| Prussia 

488 = Italy. —Report on the Mother-of-Pearl "Industry on the 
| Calabrian Coast hd. 

489 Germany.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 
Trade at in 1898 ... 4d, 


490 Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 | Bhd. 
491 Belgium.—Report on Commercial Education in Belgium eee 4d, 
492 | France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
of Newfoundland and off Iceland ... ld. 
493 Brazil.—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 4hd. 
494 Brazil.—Keport on a Journey to the ‘Diamond. Fields of 
Minas Geraes and Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes | 2d. 
495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark... 1d. 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. [ April 1899, 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES—continued. 


a —Report on Commercial Education in Switzer- 
lan 


POS nt spate on Brown Coal Mining i in the Rhineland . 

Netherlands. rt on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 

Italy. — for the Development of British Trade 
with Italy ove 

Austria-Hungary.—Report on “Commerc'al Education in 
Austria... 

France.—Report on Commercial Education in France 


XXX.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Report relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
has been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Place. 


Basuto Land . 
Newfoundland 
Cocos—Keeling and Christmas Islands 


No. | —_——_— | Price. q | 
q 2d. 
497 ld. 
i 498 
3d. 
499 
144. 
13d. 
501 24d. 
No. | — | Price. 
257 | Td. 4 
q 


a 


